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Context: Geopolitical Shocks & Economic 
Impact
● Recent West Asia Conflict - Global 

Energy Disruptions
● IEA - more severe - Shocks of 1973, 

1979 and 2022 Combined

Impact on India
● Brent Crude: peaked ~$120/barrel
● Freight Rates, Exchange Rates - 
● GDP growth: 7.4% (FY26) → 6.5% (FY27)
● Inflation: 2.3% → 4.4%
● LESSON?
● Energy security = Resilience + 

Diversification + Macro Stability

Breakdown of the Old Energy Order
● Lessons from Global Conflicts - 

Russia-Ukraine War
● Europe reduced - RUSSIAN GAS 

IMPORTS, Consumption
● Pivoting Back - Nuclear Energy

● Strategic Choke Points Matter - Strait 
Of Hormuz

● Disruptions Here → Instant Global 
Price Shocks

● Global Strategic Responses?
● CHINA - 25 MMT LNG Contracts
● JAPAN - Stockpiled Crude Oil
● SOUTH KOREA - Diversified Oil Routes
● Lesson? - Diversification + Strategic 

Reserves

India’s Position: Strengths & Opportunities
● High Dependence but Strong 

Adaptability 
● - IMPORTS & CAPACITY - T, R, E
● Rising Demand Advantage
● Projections - 5.74 mb/d (2025) → 5.99 

mb/d (2026)
● India’s demand growth?
● Strategic Diversification
● Russia share?
● Iraq, Saudi Arabia, UAE, USA
● India’s strength = “optionality” 

Structural Risks for India
● Extreme Import Dependence - 

FY2024-25
● Crude Dependence?
● Domestic Production?
● Vulnerable to -
● Geographical Constraints
● Heavy reliance on SLOC - Hormuz
● Security Costs - Operation Sankalp
● Energy Transition Risks
● New Dependencies - Critical Minerals 

- Skewed Distribution
● China Processing Capacity - 
● India?
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Way Forward for India
● Build Strategic Reserves - Japan
● Reduce Oil Dependence - EVs, Public 

Transport, Biofuels
● Strengthen Maritime Security - NSP - 

IO
● Secure Critical Minerals - Partnerships 

- Co-Development
● Expand Domestic Production - KG 

Basin

Mains Practise Question

“Energy security in the 21st century is no 
longer about affordability alone, but about 
resilience and strategic autonomy.” In the 
context of recent geopolitical shocks, 
examine India’s energy security challenges 
and suggest a way forward. 

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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How are Supreme Court Judges 
Appointed?
● Composition and Strength of the 

Supreme Court
● Originally - SC -  8 Judges
● “until Parliament by law prescribes a 

larger number”
● Current Strength -  34 Judges 

Qualifications for Appointment as a Judge 
- Article 124(3)

Appointment
● The Judges of the SC are appointed 

by the President under clause (2) of 
Article 124 of the Constitution.

● The President consults with judges of 
the SC & HCs  to make informed 
appointments.

Oath of Office
● Every appointed judge must make 

and subscribe to an oath before the 
President or an appointed person.

● The oath includes commitments to 
uphold the Constitution, sovereignty 
and integrity of India, and perform 
duties without fear or favor.

Tenure and Resignation
● There is no prescribed minimum age 

limit for a judge's appointment.
● A judge of the SC serves until they 

reach the age of 65 years.
● However, a judge may resign before 

reaching the age of 65 years by 
tendering their resignation to the 
President.

Collegium System for Judicial 
Appointments
● Judges of the higher judiciary are 

appointed through the collegium 
system.

● The collegium, consisting of the Chief 
Justice of India and the four 
senior-most judges of the Supreme 
Court, decides on appointments, 
elevations, and transfers of Judges.

● The term "collegium" is not mentioned 
in the Indian Constitution but has 
been established through judicial 
pronouncements.

Evolution of Collegium System
● First Judges Case (1981): “primacy” of 

the CJI’s recommendation - refused 
for “cogent reasons.” - Primacy to 
Executive 

● Second Judges Case (1993): SC 
introduced - Collegium system - 
“consultation” = “concurrence”; not 
the CJI’s individual opinion - 
consultation with the two senior-most 
judges SC

● Third Judges Case (1998): SC - 
President's reference - expanded the 
Collegium - 5 membered body

● Fourth Judges Case (2015): The 99th 
CAA, 2014 and JAC Act, 2014 - 
replaced collegium system - NJAC; 
SC - Unconstitutional
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Memorandum of Procedure (MoP):
● The MoP is the list of rules and 

procedures for the appointment of 
judges to the SC & HCs. It is a 
document framed by the government 
and the judiciary together.

● The Union government framed an 
MoP on 30 June 1999.

● It states that all appointments of 
judges to the Supreme Court must be 
recommended by the Collegium, 
composed of the Chief Justice of India 
and the four senior-most judges of 
the SC. This recommendation is then 
sent to the central government. The 
law minister will forward it to the PM, 
who is to advise the President on the 
appointment.

Revised MoP: In 2015, the Supreme Court 
instructed the central government to 
develop a new MoP to ensure transparency 
in the collegium’s proceedings. In 2017, 
although the MoP was finalized, the 
government did not adopt it, citing a need 
to reconsider the matter.

Mains Practise Question

What do you mean by “Collegium System”? 
Elaborate upon the various cases which led 
to the evolution of Collegium System.

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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SC Observation on PIL

SYLLABUS : Prelims: Judiciary 
Newspaper: The Hindu; Page Number : 4
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Teesta Water Dispute
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UDGAM Portal
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Russia Strikes Ukraine
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US Sanctions on Cuba
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Q1. With reference to Public Interest 
Litigation (PIL) in India, consider the 
following statements:

1. PIL allows any public-spirited 
individual or organisation to 
approach courts for the protection of 
public interest.

2. PIL can be filed only by a person 
whose fundamental rights have been 
directly violated.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q2. With reference to the Teesta River, 
consider the following statements:

1. It originates in the eastern Himalayas 
and flows through Sikkim and West 
Bengal before entering Bangladesh.

2. It is a tributary of the Ganga River.
3. The Teesta River is an important 

source of hydroelectric power 
generation in Sikkim.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q3. With reference to the UDGAM Portal, 
consider the following statements:

1. It is operated by the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (SEBI).

2. It has been launched to help users 
search for and claim unclaimed 
deposits across multiple banks in one 
place.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b

Q4. Consider the following statements:
1. Crimea is a peninsula located to the 

south of mainland Ukraine along the 
Black Sea.

2. The Sea of Azov lies to the west of 
Crimea.

3. Ukraine shares its border with 
Slovakia and Hungary.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1, 2 and 3
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1 and 3 only

Answer: d

Q5. With reference to Cuba and its 
geographical location, consider the 
following statements:

1. Cuba lies at the junction of the 
Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean Sea, 
and the Gulf of Mexico.

2. Jamaica lies to the north of Cuba.
3. Cuba is the largest island in the 

Lesser Antilles.
How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a
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