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WHAT EACH SIDE WAS (is) 
FIGHTING FOR

UNITED STATES
🎯 Primary Goals
Stop Iran’s nuclear weapons 
capability
Limit Iran’s missile power
Reduce Iran’s regional influence

🎯 Hidden/Strategic Goals
Reassert US dominance in West 
Asia
Protect Israel
Control oil routes (Hormuz)
Counter China-Russia influence

IRAN
🎯 Primary Goals
Protect sovereignty
Retain nuclear programme
Remove sanctions

🎯 Strategic/Long-term Goals
Establish itself as regional power
Show resistance to US pressure
Control Strait of Hormuz
Build deterrence capability

🔥 HOW THE WAR WAS (is) FOUGHT
US STRATEGY
👉 “Coercive Diplomacy”
Use force → force Iran to negotiate
Avoid Iraq-style full-scale war 
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CONTEXT: Will the ceasefire fashion a 'new Middle East'? Where do Washington, Tehran, or 
Tel Aviv stand?



IRAN STRATEGY
Missile & drone waves (99 waves)
Attacks on:
Gulf energy infrastructure
Strategic locations 
🌊 CRITICAL: STRAIT OF HORMUZ

👉 This was a major leverage tool for Iran
Oil prices - > $100
Global economy - Disruption
US allies - Pressured US to stop war

The Negotiation Table 📜
The entire war was essentially a violent 
preamble to force a diplomatic agreement. 
The negotiations will now be based on two 
competing sets of demands.

🔴 US “ Demands” (But Trump denies)
● Nuclear - Dismantle Fordow, Natanz, 

Isfahan
● Weapons - No nuclear weapons ever
● Monitoring - Full access to IAEA
● Uranium - Hand over enriched uranium
● Missiles - Limit ballistic missile program
● Strait of Hormuz - Reopen navigation
● In return - Lift sanctions + support 

nuclear energy

🔵 Iran “10-Point Demands”
● Sovereignty - Recognise nuclear 

enrichment rights
● Security - US non-aggression guarantee
● Sanctions - Remove all sanctions
● Military - Withdraw US forces
● Compensation - Pay for war damages
● Hormuz - Recognise Iran’s control
● Regional - End Israel’s war on Lebanon
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CONTEXT: Will the ceasefire fashion a 'new Middle East'? Where do Washington, Tehran, or 
Tel Aviv stand?

🧾 OUTCOME: Confusion



🌐 BIGGER PICTURE: “NEW MIDDLE 
EAST”?

Mains Practise Question
Question : The IRAN–US ceasefire is not an 
end — it's the real beginning of negotiations. 
Analyse. 
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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The Hidden Crisis Behind the Glory

India's Sports Manufacturing 
Landscape

Status of Sports 
Manufacturing
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CONTEXT: Recent joint report by NITI Aayog + FED exposes critical structural bottlenecks 
preventing this sector from scaling globally.

Economic reality: India contributes 
only 0.5% to $50 billion global 
sports equipment trade



🎯 The Core Structural Problems (ss 
side)

Why Global Buyers Don't Demand 
Indian Sports Equipment
● No "Made in India" premium
● Not "international competition 

grade"
● Low Marketing: low visibility
● Network effects
● Limited R&D

Domestic Demand Also Limited
● Sports infrastructure deficit
● Affordability
● Import preference
● Nike shoes, Yonex rackets, Adidas 

balls
● Society
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Steps taken by Government

What NITI Aayog 
Recommends

Short-Term (1-2 yrs)
● Rationalize import duties
● RoDTEP, subsidies
● Global trade show funding

Medium-Term (3-5 years)
● PPP model
● Tie-up with international 

federations 
● Cluster development
● Host events with "Made in 

India" procurement clause

Long-Term (5-10 years)
● R&D grants
● PLI-type scheme 
● Port-proximate SEZs
● Performance fabrics manufacturing
● Hubs beyond Punjab/UP
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CONTEXT: Recent joint report by NITI Aayog + FED exposes critical structural bottlenecks 
preventing this sector from scaling globally.

Budget 2026–27: 
● ₹500 crore "Promotion of 

Sports Goods 
Manufacturing

● ₹10,000 cr SME growth fund

Khelo Bharat Niti 2025
● New National Sports Policy
● "Sports for Economic 

Development"



Why Now Matters

Mains Practise Question

Question :Discuss challenges faced by 
MSMEs in India and suggest reforms. Use 
sports equipment sector as case study.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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RBI Act, 1934
● LAF
● Flexible inflation targeting framework
● Transmission Mechanism:
● Repo Rate → Bank lending rates → 

Home/ Auto/ Business loan EMIs → 
Consumer spending → Aggregate 
Demand → Inflation & Growth

MPC is facing a classic 
Growth-Inflation dilemma

Stances of the RBI

RBI MPC meeting

SYLLABUS : Prelims: Monetary Policy 
Newspaper: The Indian Express; Page Number : 15
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Factors Effect

Crude oil prices rising Imported inflation ↑

Supply chain disruptions Input costs ↑, output ↓

$ strengthening Rupee depreciates, imports 
costlier

Global uncertainty Investment, consumption 



UPSC PYQ (P) 2017

Which of the following statements is/are 
correct regarding the Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC)?

1. It decides the RBI’s benchmark 
interest rates. 

2. It is a 12-member body including the 
Governor of RBI and is reconstituted 
every year. 

3. It functions under the chairmanship 
of the Union Finance Minister.

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only

UPSC PYQ (P) 2020

If the RBI decides to adopt an expansionist 
monetary policy, which of the following 
would it not do?

1. Cut and optimize the Statutory 
Liquidity Ratio 

2. Increase the Marginal Standing 
Facility Rate 

3. Cut the Bank Rate and Repo Rate
Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

RBI MPC meeting
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Newspaper: The Indian Express; Page Number : 15
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🌞 What is the scheme?

🔁 How ULA model works

PM Surya Ghar & Utility Led 
Aggregation

SYLLABUS : Prelims: Welfare schemes 
Newspaper: The Hindu; Page Number : 12
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Utility-Led Aggregation

👉 Instead of individual households 
installing solar

➡ DISCOMs install solar systems for them

DISCOM identifies households

DISCOM pays for installation

Solar installed even in poor 
households

Households use electricity

DISCOM manages system + recovery



🧩 Why is “Utility-Led Aggregation” 
needed?

PM Surya Ghar & Utility Led 
Aggregation

SYLLABUS : Prelims: Welfare schemes 
Newspaper: The Hindu; Page Number : 12
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High upfront cost 💰

Lack of roof/infrastructure

Lack of awareness

Coordination issues with 
vendors

🎯 Why ULA 
is needed?

Problems in 
current 
model:



India Withdraws Bid to Host 
COP 33

SYLLABUS : Prelims: UNFCCC, COP 
Newspaper: The Hindu; Page Number : 12

The 
Analyst 
Handout

9th April 2026

How is a COP Host Chosen? 🌐
The Rotation Rule: The hosting of the Conference of Parties rotates 
among the UN’s five recognized regional groups: African States, 
Asia-Pacific States, Eastern European States, Latin American and 
Caribbean States, and Western European and other States.

● India's Group: India falls under the Asia-Pacific group.
● Timeline: Venues for future COPs are typically decided and 

finalized two years in advance.

Why Did India Pull Out?🎯

Critical Analysis

● Shift from Optics to Action
● Massive Logistical & Financial 

Burden
● The "Host Country" Pressure
● Ceding Space to Allies

Vocabulary & Concepts for Prelims 
2026
● NDCs
● Emissions Intensity of GDP



UPSC PYQ (P) 2016

With reference to the Agreement at the 
UNFCCC Meeting in Paris in 2015, which of the 
following statements is/are correct?

1. The Agreement was signed by all the 
member countries of the UN and it will go 
into effect in 2017. 

2. The Agreement aims to limit the 
greenhouse gas emissions so that the 
rise in average global temperature by 
the end of this century does not exceed 
2°C or even 1.5°C above pre-industrial 
levels. 

3. Developed countries acknowledged their 
historical responsibility in global warming 
and committed to donate $1000 billion a 
year from 2020 to help developing 
countries to cope with climate change.

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below.
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

UPSC PYQ (P) 2016

The term ‘Intended Nationally Determined 
Contributions’ is sometimes seen in the news 
in the context of

(a) pledges made by the European 
countries to rehabilitate refugees from 
the war-affected Middle East 

(b) plan of action outlined by the countries 
of the world to combat climate change 

(c) capital contributed by the member 
countries in the establishment of Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(d) plan of action outlined by the countries 
of the world regarding Sustainable 
Development Goals

India Withdraws Bid to Host 
COP 33

SYLLABUS : Prelims: UNFCCC, COP 
Newspaper: The Hindu; Page Number : 12
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2 Important Climate Conventions



Top 10% rural households 
own 44% land

SYLLABUS : Prelims: Inequality 
Newspaper: The Indian Express; Page Number : 15
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Geography of Land Inequality in India

Working paper

● Paris-based World 
Inequality Lab

● Data: 2011 Socio- 
Economic Caste Census

State-by-State Breakdown 🗺

State Landlessness 
Rate

Gini Coefficient

Kerala NA Highest (~90)

Punjab 73% Very High (~80)

Bihar 59% Very High (~80)

MP 51% High

UP 39% Moderate

Raj & Karn 34% (Raj) Lowest (<65)

Top 10%: Owns 44% of total rural land area

Top 5%: Owns 32% of total land area

Top 1%: Owns 18% of total land area

Landless: A staggering 46% of all rural 
households own absolutely no land



Top 10% rural households 
own 44% land
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4 Drivers of Inequality

Historical 
Institutions

● Zamindari = 
3-4% higher

● Princely = 
2-3% lower

    Caste Factor

01 02

Paradox of Good 
Land

03 04

Market Access & 
Infrastructure



Indian vultures

SYLLABUS : Prelims: Species in news  
Newspaper: The Indian Express; Page Number : 7
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Species Breakdown

Geography: Last Strongholds

Because of extreme human 
disturbance elsewhere, vultures 
have been forced to retreat to 
specific geographic pockets.

● Central-Northwest Hub: 
Nesting @ MP, Maha, Raj.

● Dominance: Madhya 
Pradesh and Rajasthan 
alone account for 63%

● Safety Net: Over 60% of 
the nests in these two 
states are located strictly 
inside Protected Areas.



Q1. With reference to the monetary policy 
stance of the RBI, consider the following 
statements:

1. An accommodative stance implies that 
the central bank is willing to cut interest 
rates to support growth.

2. A hawkish stance indicates a preference 
for tightening monetary policy to control 
inflation.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q2. With reference to PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli 
Yojana, consider the following statements:

1. It aims to provide rooftop solar panels to 
households to generate electricity.

2. It targets the installation of solar panels 
in commercial and industrial units only.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q3. Match the following Conference of the 
Parties (CoP) & their locations:

Select the correct answer using the code 
below.
a) A-1, B-2, C-3
b) A-2, B-1, C-3
c) A-1, B-3, C-2
d) A-3, B-2, C-1

Answer: b

Q4. With reference to the Gini Coefficient, 
consider the following statements:

1. It is a measure of income or wealth 
inequality within a population.

2. A Gini coefficient of 1 represents perfect 
equality.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q5. With reference to the Himalayan Griffon 
Vulture, consider the following statements:

1. It is a high-altitude vulture species found 
in the Himalayan region.

2. It is listed as Endangered in the IUCN Red 
List.

3. It is primarily a predator that hunts live 
prey in mountainous regions.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c
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CoPs Locations

A. CoP 29 1. Belém (Brazil)

B. CoP 30 2. Baku (Azerbaijan)

C. CoP 31 3. Antalya, (Türkiye)




