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Data :
● 55% of total energy needs
● >70% of electricity generation
● Coal transport: 49% of Railways’ 

freight earnings
● produced 1047.57 mn tonnes in FY 

2024-25
● 1.5 bn tonnes by 2030
● imported 176 mn tonnes in 2023
● Total resources 378 bn tonnes

Significance of Coal Sector
● Energy security
● Base Load Power
● Employment: 4 mn directly and 

indirectly
● States Revenues: ₹30k cr in FY 

2022–23 from coal royalties and 
taxes

● Industrial Raw Material: steel plants
● Import Reduction
● Abundant Reserves: 5th largest
● Cost Effectiveness: affordable vs ONG
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Growth Drivers
● Output Surge: all-time high in FY 

2024–25
● Private Entry: Commercial Mining 

Policy 2020: ₹30k cr via 90+ block 
auctions

● Increasing Power Demand
● Import Substitution: Mission 

Coking Coal & coal gasification

Challenges in Coal Sector
● Environmental Impact: >60% of 

India’s industrial CO₂ emissions, 
deforestation for mining

● Import Dependence
● Inefficiencies in CIL: operates 

below capacity, productivity 1.2 
tonnes per man-shift

● NITI Aayog: Infra and Logistics 
Gaps: 65% transported via 
railways, but limited wagons, 
inadequate coal washeries

● Mining-induced Displacement 
and Conflict: 2.6 mn

Govt Initiatives
● Commercial Coal Mining Policy 

(2020): 100% commercial mining 
by private players, No end-use 
restrictions

● Single Window Clearance Portal: 
statutory approvals

● Mission Coking Coal: 140 MT by 
2030

● SHAKTI Policy— coal allocation 
more transparent, efficient, 
future-ready

● Coal Gasification & Liquefaction: 100 MT of 
coal gasification by 2030

● Infra Development under PM-Gati Shakti: 
Integrated logistics planning

● Mine Closure and Sustainability- mine 
closure plans mandatory for all new 
projects.

● Coal Logistics Plan 2030: digitally 
monitored, multimodal evacuation 
system to handle demand

Way Forward
● Renewable Integration+ BESS
● Domestic Production: ₹176k cr coal import 

bill (2023)
● Coal Logistics: infra under PM-Gati Shakti: 

rail, multimodal terminals, last-mile
● Environmental Oversight: EIA rules (2023) 

require ESG audits, afforestation in Mine 
Closure Plans

● Just Energy Transition Partnership: 
fostering MSMEs, skill development, green 
jobs in mining areas
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Mains Practise 
Question :
Coal continues to play 
a significant role in 
India’s energy security 
and development, 
even as the country 
transitions towards 
clean energy sources. 
Examine the 
significance of the coal 
sector in India’s 
economy and energy 
mix. Discuss the govt 
initiatives aimed at 
sustainability & 
self-reliance in coal 
production.



Evolution
● Radhakrishnan Committee (1948-49)
● Kothari Commission (1964-66)
● NEP, 1968

○ Regional languages at the 
primary and secondary stages

○ Adopt at university stage
● 1992 Programme of Action: 

pre-school level
● RTE Act, 2009: medium of instruction
● NEP,2020: at least until Grade 5

Constitutional Provisions for Linguistic 
Diversity

● Article 29
● Article 343: Hindi in Devanagari script
● Article 346: Official language for C-S 

communication
● Article 347: President to recognise if 

spoken by a substantial section
● Article 350A: mother tongue-based 

education at primary level
● Article 350B Special Officer for 

Linguistic Minorities
● Article 351: Union to promote 

development of Hindi
● Eighth Schedule: 22 official languages

Advantages

UNESCO :  Languages Matter: Global 
Guidance on Multilingual Education

● Access and Inclusion
○ Diverse linguistic backgrounds
○ Parental involvement
○ Marginalized groups

● Learning Outcomes
○ Socio-emotional growth
○ Academic performance

● Sustainable Development
○ Cultural preservation
○ Economic benefits
○ Social harmony
○ Environmental protection

● National Integration
○ Effective communication
○ Unity in diversity

Concerns

● Politicisation
○ Sons of the soil

● Learning a Choice
● Challenges in Primary Education
● Scarcity of Qualified Teachers
● Linguistically Diverse States
● Implementation barriers
● Technology Aid: AI tools

Promoting Multilingualism

● Bhashini: Al-led language translation
● Real-time Translation Architecture: 

National Education Technology 
Forum + Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti

● ASMITA (Augmenting Study Materials 
in Indian Languages through 
Translation and Academic Writing): 
22,000 books in 22 scheduled 
languages in 5 years
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● Bahubhasha Shabdkosh: 
multilingual dictionary repository

● Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme: 
digital textbooks

Way Forward

● Quality Focus
● Cooperative Federalism
● UNESCO's Multilingual Education 

Guidance
○ Data-Driven Approach
○ Learning Materials & 

Assessments
○ Qualified Teachers
○ Stakeholder Engagement

Mains Practise Question :

The Three-Language Formula can 
promote national integration while 
preserving linguistic diversity. 
Examine the advantages of the 
Three-Language Formula. What are 
the concerns in its implementation? 
Suggest a roadmap to address 
these concerns.
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FCRA
● Every person or NGO seeking to 

receive foreign donations to be
○ Registered under the Act.
○ Bank account
○ Utilisation of funds
○ To file annual returns - 

must not transfer the 
funds to another NGO.

● Prohibition of receipt of foreign 
funds

● Cancellation of registration:
○ violation of the Act.
○ Registration can be 

revoked if -
i. No reasonable 

activity
ii. Public interest
iii. audit - irregularities
iv. No re-registration for 

3 years.
v. Can suspend 

registration for 180 
days
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Background of the Bill

● Bifurcation via AP Reorganisation Act, 
2014

● Telangana + residual AP
● Section 5: Hyderabad as joint capital 

for max 10 years
● After June 2, 2024: Hyderabad 

exclusive capital of Telangana
● Then AP own capital
● NDA in 2014

a. CM Naidu declared Amaravati
b. Administration out of 

Hyderabad
● YSRCP in 2019

a. proposed 3 capitals: 
Visakhapatnam (executive), 
Amaravati (legislative), Kurnool 
(judicial)

● 2022: 3-judge AP HC Bench: can’t be 
shifted out of Amaravati

a. As State lacked legislative 
competence to reverse 2014-15 
policy decision

● YSRCP govt challenged via SLP
a. pending when NDA returned to 

power
b. Naidu govt affidavit 

commitment to develop 
Amaravati

What does the Bill say?

● March 28, 2026: AP Legis Assembly 
resolution

a. requesting Union govt to grant 
statutory recognition to 
Amaravati as sole capital

b. for amendment to Section 5 of 
AP Reorg Act, 2014

c. Explicitly name Amaravati
d. End ambiguity by 3 capital 

proposals
● amending Act to prevent future 

dispensation from shifting or splitting 
capital

● Union: AP Reorg (Amendment) Bill, 
2026 following request

a. declare and notify Amaravati 
as sole capital wef June 2, 
2024

b. “at Amaravati” in Section 5(2)
c. “and Amaravati includes the 

capital city areas notified 
under the AP Capital Region 
Development Authority Act, 
2014” to explanation of Section 
5

● Broad political consensus for 
passing the Bill

Why has the YSRCP opposed the Bill?

● Unfulfilled promises
● Land Pooling Scheme

a. involves voluntary contribution 
of land by farmers

b. Farmers receive smaller, 
developed, high-value plots in 
exchange

c. farmers partners in 
development process

● interests of farmers
a. clear timeline must be 

provided for compensating 
farmers
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Consider the following statements:
1. The Election Commission of India is a 

five- member body.
2. The Union Ministry of Home Affairs 

decides the election schedule for the 
conduct of both general elections and 
bye-elections.

3. Election Commission resolves the 
disputes relating to splits/mergers of 
recognized political parties

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 3 only



● NGT Act, 2010
● effective and expeditious disposal - 

environmental protection, 
conservation

● expertise - disputes involving 
multi-disciplinary issues

● not bound by CPC - guided by 
principles of natural justice

● disposal of applications or appeals 
finally within 6 months of filing

● Principal Place of Sitting: New Delhi
● Benches: Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata, 

Chennai
● Composition of NGT:

○ Chairperson: retired SC judge
○ Judicial members: Retired 

HC/ADJ/Advocate
○ Expert members: Professionals - 

15 years experience - 
environment, forest 
conservation

Landmark Judgments

● Almitra H. Patel vs. UoI, 2012
○ total ban on the open burning 

of waste on any land, even 
landfills

● Srinagar Bandh Aapda Sangharsh 
Samiti v. Alaknanda Hydro Power 
Co. Ltd. 2014
○ Alaknanda Hydro Power Co. 

Ltd. to pay compensation in 
the Uttarakhand floods case

○ based on the principle of 
"polluter pays”. 

● The Art Of Living (Yamuna River) 
Foundation Case, 2016
○ fine of 5 crores on the 

foundation for environmental 
damage caused by the event

● Ganga Pollution Case, 2017
○ directed state govts to set up 

sewage treatment plants, 
regulate industrial discharges
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Q1. Regarding the Coal sector in India, consider the 
following statements: 

1. It contributes to more than half of the country's 
energy needs.

2. It accounts for more than two-thirds of the 
electricity generation.

3. Coal transport amounts to more than half of 
the Indian Railway’s freight earnings.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. Regarding Article 25 of the Constitution, consider 
the following statements:

1. It provides for Freedom of conscience & 
propagation of one’s religion.

2. It is subject to public order, morality & health.
3. The state can provide for social welfare & 

reforms or throw open Hindu religious 
institutions to all classes & sections of Hindus.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above 

Answer: d

Q3. Consider the following statements:
1. The Election Commission consists of the Chief 

Election Commissioner & such a number of 
other Election Commissioners as Parliament 
may determine.

2. The President determines the condition of 
service & tenure of office of the Election 
Commissioners.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) None of the above 

Answer: b

Q4. Which of the following statements 
regarding the  National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) is Not correct?
a) It is chaired by a retired judge of 

any High Court in India.
b) Its members include retired High 

Court Judges & Advocates.
c) The principal place of sitting is 

New Delhi.
d) It has benches in Bhopal, Pune, 

Kolkata & Chennai.
Answer: a

Q5. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Foreign Contribution 
(Regulation) Act (FCRA):

1. Every person or NGO seeking to 
receive foreign donations must be 
registered under the Act.

2. Funds received under FCRA can be 
freely transferred to another NGO.

3. Registered entities are required to 
file annual returns regarding the 
utilisation of foreign funds.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1 only

Answer: c
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