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Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
● UCC = One common set of civil laws for all 

citizens covering:
○ Marriage
○ Divorce
○ Adoption
○ Inheritance

● Replaces religion-based personal laws
● Objective: 

○ Promote equality, secularism, 
national integration

○ Ensure gender justice

Historical Background

● During Constituent Assembly debates:
○ K.M. Munshi: Advocated UCC for 

national unity and secularism, 
noting even Hindu communities’ 
concerns. 

○ Muslim leaders argued that UCC 
violated religious freedom and 
would cause disharmony. 

○ B. R. Ambedkar supported UCC
○ Made it a Directive Principle (not 

enforceable)

● Reason:
○ Social sensitivity
○ Need for gradual reform
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Constitutional Basis

● Article 44 (DPSP) → State shall endeavour 
to secure UCC

● Linked with:
○ Article 14 → Equality
○ Article 15 → Non-discrimination
○ Article 25 → Freedom of religion

● Key Debate: Equality vs Religious Freedom

Current Situation in India:
● Hindu Personal Laws:

○ The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955
○ Hindu Succession Act, 1956
○ The term ‘Hindu’ also includes Sikhs, 

Jains and Buddhists for these laws.
● Muslim Personal Law: 

○ It is not codified per se but is based 
on religious texts 

○ Certain aspects of these are 
expressly recognised in the Muslim 
Personal Law (Shariat) Application 
Act, 1937

● Christian Personal Laws: 
○ The Indian Christian Marriages Act 

of 1872.
● Special Marriage Law: 

○ More ‘secular’ laws which disregard 
religion altogether, such as the 
Special Marriage Act of 1954.

Exceptions to Personal Laws: 

● Under Article 371, the Constitution 
makes certain exceptions to family law 
for the states of 
Assam,Nagaland,Mizoram, etc., to 
protect distinct regional identities.

● UCC applicable:
○ Only Goa has a form of UCC (Goa 

Civil Code)
○ Uttarakhand passed UCC law 

(first state post-independence)
○ However, other states like Assam, 

Gujarat and MP are exploring the 
feasibility

Important Judgments:

● Shah Bano Case (1985)
○ Right of a Muslim woman 

to claim maintenance
● Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India (1995)

○ A Hindu husband cannot 
convert to Islam and marry 
another woman

● Shayara Bano v. Union of India (2017) 
○ The practice of triple talaq 

is unconstitutional
○ Violative of Article 14 

(equality) & dignity of 
women

○ Led to enactment of 
Muslim Women (Protection 
of Rights on Marriage) Act, 
2019
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Arguments in Favour of UCC

Arguments Against UCC
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What is Natural Farming?

● Farming method that:
○ Avoids synthetic fertilisers & 

pesticides
● Relies on:

○ Natural inputs (cow dung, urine, 
biomass)

○ On-farm resources

● Concept popularised by Subhash Palekar
● (Zero Budget Natural Farming – ZBNF)

Core Principles of Natural Farming

● Chemical-Free Farming
○ No synthetic fertilisers or 

pesticides
● Soil as Living System

○ Focus on microbial activity
● Minimal External Inputs

○ Self-reliant farming system
● Biodiversity & Mixed Cropping

○ Crop diversification
● Mulching & Moisture Conservation

○ Soil cover to retain moisture
● Livestock Integration 

○ Native cow breeds maintaining 
the nutrient cycle.

● Water efficiency
○ Uses minimal irrigation
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Difference: Natural vs Organic 
Farming

Benefits of Natural Farming
● Low Cost of Cultivation: 

○ Eliminates the need for expensive 
chemical fertilizers, pesticides, and 
hybrid seeds.

● Improved Soil Health: 
○ Enhances soil organic carbon, 

microbial activity, and natural 
nutrient cycling.

● Chemical-Free Food: 
○ Produces safe, residue-free, and 

nutritious food, improving public 
health.

● Water Conservation: 
○ Improves soil moisture retention 

and reduces irrigation needs.

● Climate Resilience: 
○ Reduces greenhouse gas 

emissions 
○ Crops withstand droughts, floods, 

and temperature stress.
● Biodiversity Conservation: 

○ Encourages beneficial insects, 
earthworms, and soil 
microorganisms.

● Sustainable Yields: 
○ Ensures stable crop productivity 

over time without degrading 
natural resources.

● Farmer Empowerment: 
○ Reduces dependence on credit 

and external inputs, lowering the 
risk of debt and crop failure.
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Government Initiatives for Natural 
Farming
● National Mission on Natural Farming 

(NMNF)
○ Includes 2,000 model 

demonstration farms and 
deployment of trained Krishi Sakhis 
for farmer training and awareness.

● Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati 
(BPKP)
○ Provides financial assistance of 

₹12,200 per hectare for three years 
for cluster formation, training, and 
certification.

● State-Level Natural Farming Initiatives
○ Andhra Pradesh 

Community-Managed Natural 
Farming (APCNF)

● Other states like Himachal Pradesh, 
Gujarat, Karnataka, and Kerala provide 
subsidies, training, and input support to 
promote natural farming.

Challenges with Natural Farming

● Initial Yield Reduction: 
○ During the transition from 

chemical farming to natural 
farming, crop yields may fall in 
the first few seasons.

● Knowledge and Skill Intensive: 
○ Requires proper understanding of 

soil health, crop cycles, and 
preparation of natural inputs.

● Limited Awareness: 
○ A large number of farmers are still 

unaware of natural farming 
methods.

○ Lack of Scientific Validation
● Market Limitations: 

○ No well-developed markets or 
premium pricing systems.

● Labour Requirement: 
○ Practices like mulching and 

preparation of bio-inputs require 
more manual labour.

● Availability of Desi Cows: 
○ ZBNF depends on indigenous 

cows, which are not easily 
available to all farmers.

● Policy and Implementation Gaps: 
○ Different states follow different 

models, leading to uneven 
adoption and outcomes.
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Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
● Type: Statutory body
● Established in 1986 under Narcotic Drugs 

and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 
(NDPS Act)

● Works under Ministry of Home Affairs
● HQ: New Delhi
● Objective: Combat drug trafficking and 

abuse
● Key Functions:

○ Enforce NDPS Act provisions
○ Coordinate with state police, 

customs, other agencies through 
its zonal offices

○ Intelligence gathering on 
narcotics

○ International cooperation 
(Interpol, UN agencies)

● Powers:
○ Search, seizure, arrest under NDPS 

Act
○ Investigation of drug-related 

offences

● International Linkage:
○ Works with United Nations Office 

on Drugs and Crime
● Important Feature:

○ Focus on both supply reduction 
and demand reduction

Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
● The broad legislative policy of NCB  is 

contained in the three Central Acts:
○ Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940
○ The Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985
○ The Prevention of Illicit Traffic in 

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act, 1988.

● India is a signatory to these 
international conventions:
○ Single Convention on Narcotic 

Drugs 1961
○ United Nations Convention against 

Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances, 1988.

Exam Traps
● Constitutional body → WRONG
● Works under Ministry of Finance → 

WRONG
● Deals only with domestic drug issues → 

WRONG
● Has no power of arrest → WRONG
● Only advisory body → WRONG
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International Labour Organization (ILO)
● Specialized agency of the UN
● Established: 1919 (under Treaty of 

Versailles)
● Became UN agency in 1946

● Headquarters: Geneva
● Unique Feature: Tripartite structure

○ Governments + Employers + 
Workers

● Objective:
○ Promote labour rights, decent 

work, social justice
● Key Functions:

○ Sets International Labour 
Standards (Conventions & 
Recommendations)

○ Monitors implementation
○ Technical assistance to countries

● Core Areas:
○ Child labour abolition
○ Forced labour elimination
○ Right to organize
○ Equal remuneration

● India & ILO:
○ Founding member
○ Has ratified several conventions 

(not all core conventions)

● Awarded Nobel Peace Prize (1969)
○ The Committee recognized that 

lasting peace can only be attained 
through social justice, recognizing 
the ILO’s efforts to improve the 
welfare of workers globally.
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○ Exam Traps

● Established after World War II → WRONG

● Headquarters in New York → WRONG

● Only governments are members → 

WRONG

● India is not a founding member → 

WRONG

● Part of World Bank Group → WRONG
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OPEC (Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries)

● Intergovernmental organization of 
oil-exporting countries

● Established: 1960,  HQ: Vienna
● Founding Members:

○ Iran, 
○ Iraq, 
○ Kuwait, 
○ Saudi Arabia, 
○ Venezuela

● Objective:
○ Coordinate petroleum policies
○ Stabilize oil prices
○ Ensure steady supply

● Key Function:
○ Production quotas to influence 

global oil prices

OPEC+

● Group of OPEC + non-OPEC 
oil-producing countries

● Major Non-OPEC Member: Russia
● Formed: Around 2016 (informal 

alliance)
● Purpose:

○ Broader coordination on oil 
production cuts/increase

● Nature:
○ Not a formal organization
○ No permanent secretariat

● Key Difference:
○ OPEC → Formal organization
○ OPEC+ → Informal expanded 

grouping

Exam Traps

● OPEC headquartered in Geneva → 

WRONG

● India is a member of OPEC → WRONG

● OPEC controls all global oil production → 

WRONG

● Russia is a member of OPEC → WRONG

● OPEC deals with natural gas → WRONG
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Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act 
(PSA), 1978

● Preventive detention law of J&K
● Purpose: Originally passed to curb 

timber smuggling, it now allows 
detention to maintain "public order" & 
"security of the State".

● Detention Period:
○ Up to 2 years (security of state)
○ Up to 1 year (public order)

● Authority:
○ District Magistrate / Divisional 

Commissioner
● Special Feature:

○ Detention without trial
○ Limited judicial review

National Security Act (NSA), 1980

● Preventive detention law (national level)
● Objective:

○ Maintain national security, 
○ Public order, and
○ Essential supplies

● Applies to whole of India
● Detention Period:

○ Up to 12 months
● Authority:

○ Central & State Governments, 
District Magistrate

● Safeguards:
○ Advisory Board review
○ This mandatory review requires an 

independent body of three High 
Court-qualified judges to evaluate 
the legality of detention within 
seven weeks of detention. 

Exam Traps

● PSA applies across India → WRONG

● NSA allows indefinite detention → WRONG

● Both require trial before detention → 

WRONG

● PSA provides more safeguards than NSA 

→ WRONG

● Only central govt can detain under NSA 

→ WRONG
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ATF (Aviation Turbine Fuel) Pricing Formula
● Nature:

○ Market-linked pricing (not fully 
administered by government)

● Determined by:
○ Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) 

like IOC, BP, and HP
● Revision Frequency:

○ 1st of every month 
● Key Components of Price:

○ Linked to international crude/oil 
prices. Based on Mean of Platts 
Arab Gulf (MOPAG) prices

○ Exchange rate (₹/$)
○ Refining & marketing costs
○ Dealer commission
○ State VAT (major component)
○ Central Excise Tax

● Important Feature:
○ Prices vary across states due to 

different VAT rates
● Regulatory Aspect:

○ Not under full price control (unlike 
LPG/kerosene earlier)
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Exam Traps

● ATF price fixed by central 

government → WRONG

● Same price across all states → 

WRONG

● Revised daily like petrol/diesel → 

WRONG

● VAT has negligible impact → WRONG

● Only one company decides price → 

WRONG
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Q1. With reference to the Narcotics Control 
Bureau (NCB), consider the following 
statements:

1. It is a statutory body established under the 
provisions of the NDPS Act, 1985.

2. It functions under the Ministry of Finance 
and is primarily responsible for regulating 
pharmaceutical drugs.

3. It has the power to conduct search and 
seizure but lacks power to arrest under the 
NDPS Act.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a
 
Q2. With reference to the International Labour 
Organization (ILO), consider the following 
statements:

1. It was established under the Treaty of 
Versailles in 1919 and later became a 
specialized agency of the United Nations.

2. India is a founding member and has 
ratified all the conventions.

3.  It publishes Global social protection and 
World of work report

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d
 
Q3. Which of the following countries are not 
members of the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC)?

1. Saudi Arabia
2. Iran
3. Nigeria
4. Russia
5.  Mexico

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below. 
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 4 and 5 only
d) 2, 3 and 5 only

Answer: c

Q4. With reference to the Jammu and 
Kashmir Public Safety Act (PSA), consider 
the following statements:

1. It allows preventive detention without 
trial for up to five years in matters 
concerning the security of the State.

2. Detention orders under this Act can 
only be issued by the High Court of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: d
 
Q5. With reference to the pricing of Aviation 
Turbine Fuel (ATF) in India, consider the 
following statements:

1. ATF prices in India are determined by 
the central government based on the 
international crude oil prices.

2. ATF prices are revised on a daily basis 
and remain uniform across all states 
due to centralised taxation.

3. State taxes, particularly VAT, 
significantly influence the final retail 
price of ATF across different states.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are Not correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b
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