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CONTEXT: Over the last decade, India has seen a major rainfall-related disaster
every single year, regardless of the overall seasonal rainfall total.

~/ Extreme Rainfall — Data, Trends &
Definitions

Category Rainfall as % of Long Period Average (LPA)

L4 Normal 96% - 104%
3 Above Normal 105% - 110%
L. Excess >110%
&4 Below Normal 90% - 95%
Deficient <90%
# LPA (Long Period Average) = Average rainfall of 50 years (1971-2020), set at 87 cm for the

country as a whole

2025 IMD Forecast (Key Article Fact):

India as a whole expected to receive only 92% of

normal rainfall in 2025 monsoon season

the "Below Normal" category. However, IMD also

cautioned this overall figure masks dangerous intra-

seasonal and regional variations.

placingitin

e Regional variation

I

| .

| This is why a below-normal

| overall forecast is NOT an

| indicator of reduced extreme
| rainfall events.

e Intra-seasonal variation

* Majorrainfall-triggered disasters

2013 2025
KEDARNATH DHARALI, b
2014 DISASTER UTTARAKHAND | (\ I
ey 2021 2022
’ : UTTARAKHAND ASSAM Extreme rainfall events in 2024
2017 RAINS, LANDSLIDES  FLOODS
GUJARAT s
FLOODS i HIh%Aoczlf AL, Extremgly !‘lumber of .
DELHI Heavy Rainfall | stations reporting
- Year = Incidents | record-breaking
(>21cmin24- | rainfall events 0
hour period) (over 24 hours) () ), 0
. g 2016 89 12 d=
" 2017 13 16 of LPA forecast for 2025 season
2020 . 2018 128 12
HYDERABAD »
FLOODS } 2019 2019 sl A
\: MAHARASHTRAFLOODS 2020 144 14
2016 2015 (Kolhapur, Pune) 2021 | m | 6
BENGALURU oyl CHENNAI 2022 | 132 43 l — )( )
. . FLOODS 2023 159 28 {+H
2018 2024 2024 181 28 _— -
KERALA WAYANAD Flood deaths, 2012-2021
FLOODS LANDSLIDES e L i

SOURCE: IMD ANNUAL MONSOON REPORTS
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CONTEXT: Over the last decade, India has seen a major rainfall-related disaster
every single year, regardless of the overall seasonal rainfall total.

j Climate Change — The Driving
Force

[ . I
| £ How Does Climate Change |
| Intensify Monsoon Extremes? |

| Below-Normal Monsoon, Yet Flood Threat Stands |

¢ IMD forecast: India expected
to receive 92% of normal rainfall

¢ total rainfall does not detet
determinant determination

i Clausius-Clapeyron relation: ~7% I ] s o0 2 determining disaster nsk
| more water vapour per 1°C warming. | 3 o :
S 0
o  Extra moisture is released in shorter, £ 4 Dlsas'rer
I more intense bursts rather than I xo ::rlml Risk
| prolonged moderate rains. | b gl i Total Rain
I Warmer Arabian Sea & Bay of Benga' I *Seasonal average # local rainfall reality | *Even low-rainfall years can have disasters
Land use change
I . 9 o I v¢ extreme rainfall events can still rise | Trend: major rainfall disasters
| Western Disturbances amplified | & have happened every year since 2013
e i g ofomsan
i Global Trend — Not Just India 8,,0,0,0 5000800 ot 20 & 2 o
i . o o~ , rain/bursts
|« ipccars (2021): EREs have intensified | Norak e |nf2n°se° ﬁ:,sf @} 2015 %7 £ K ‘ y
I globally since 1950s. | e @7 2016 vr £ b <
E| rainfall I ~
| o Globalsurface temperature has | e ke > g ;::; z i: heavg i/
5 . . el - 25k brst
| risen ~1.1°C above pre-industrial | Exheme raniall sl : e
I I Flood *intra-seasonal variation matter

levels (as of 2024). (India: ~0.7°C)

*regional variation matter

uiilUrban Flooding — India’s New Monsoon Crisis

P Cities Affected (Last 10 Years)

g Delhi L. Mumba ® pPune « Chennai ® Hyderabad ® Koch Ahmedabad

Bengaluru

we Jaipur Srinagar ®® Chandigarh ~ Gurgaon Lucknow k. Guwahati ® Kolkata

# Chennai, Bengaluru & Mumbai have each experienced multiple such events in this period.
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CONTEXT: Over the last decade, India has seen a major rainfall-related disaster
every single year, regardless of the overall seasonal rainfall total.

Wetlands
o Natural drainage channels |
Storm-water drainage infrastructure |
o Impervious surfaces |
o  Municipal apathy & unregulated |
development |
o  Obsolete master plans not

accounting for climate projections |

Unprecedented rainfall events
(climate change-amplified) |
Shorter, more intense rainfall spells

o  Urban Heat Island effect |
intensifying local convective rainfall |
o Sea-levelrise threatening coastal |
cities (Mumbai, Chennai, Kochi)

%> Why is Extreme Rainfall So Hard to
Predict?

Butterfly Effect
IMD can forecast very heavy rainfall but
cannot differentiate with certainty between
250 mm and 500 mm rainfall outcomes.
e The more granular the forecast (narrower
time/location), the greater the uncertainty.
e Climate change is further exacerbating this
uncertainty

X What Can Improve Forecasting?

Denser observational networks

Better numerical weather prediction models.
Increased computational capabilities

Better satellite data integration (INSAT—3D, 3DR
series).

I, However: complete elimination of uncertainty is
not possible.

MISSION MAUSAM

Cabinet approves Mission Mausam'to create a more
weather-ready and climate-smart Bharat with an outlay
of Rs.2,000 crore over 2 years

BENEFITS

A multi-faceted and transformative initiative to tremendously boost
India’'s weather and climate-related science, research and services

Will help better equip stakeholders, including citizens and last-mile users
in tackling extreme weather events and the impacts of climate change

Mission focus to include improving observations and
understanding for providing highly accurate and timely
weather and climate information across temporal and
spatial scales

Mission to be implemented by 3 institutes of the Ministry
of Earth Sciences:

o India Meteorological Department
o Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology

* National Centre for Medium-Range
Weather Forecasting
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CONTEXT: Over the last decade, India has seen a major rainfall-related disaster

every single year, regardless of the overall seasonal rainfall total.

1l Key Government

.. Mission Mausam (2024)

ore scheme to modernise

( Flood Management

Programme (FMP)

Central scheme providing funds to

states for flood control works

nkments, drainage, flood

L. National Flood Risk
Mitigation Project

World Bank

ed. Covers 8 high-

plain mapping,

# GLOF Early Warning System

Post-Chamoli 2021 & Sikkim 2023,

India has in¢

GLOF

catchments.

B3 National Disaster
Management Plan (2019) I
Aligned with Sendai Framework |

$& AMRUT 2.0 (2021-2026)

Includes stormwat

| warning.
Common Alerting Protocol
(CAP) | °

Multi-age

@& State Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF)

tribut

cial-category states). Key

Urban flood
management
master plans

Rejuvenation of
urban water
bodies & wetlands

Solutions

Shift from relief-centric to
resilience-centric approach
(sendai Frameworky

Steps to be

— !

Enforce

laws strictly

floodplain zoning

o Sendai Framework (2015-2030): 7 targets

Paris Agreement

India-led global initiative launched 2019.

fiscal mechanism.
|— ——— — — — — —

including substantial reduction in disaster

mortality, economic losses & improved early

o COP28(2023) & COP29 (2024): Loss &
Damage fund operationalised

o Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure:

Integrate climate risk
in Smart Cities &
AMRUT projects

Strengthen GLOF
monitoring in
Himalayan states

Increase public investment
in hydrology research
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CONTEXT: Over the last decade, India has seen a major rainfall-related disaster
every single year, regardless of the overall seasonal rainfall total.

» The Key Paradox — Drought Resilience vs Flood Vulnerability

Dimension #" Drought £ Excess / Urban Floods
Historical concern Primary worry pre-2010s Emerging crisis, post-2013

: 3 E2 Substantially improved (buffer stocks, : 7
India's resilience o . 2>€ Remains weak; rising losses
PMFBY, irrigation)

Urban economy, infrastructure,

Key sectors impacted Agriculture, rural economy, food security i
ives
Policy response maturity Evolved (MNREGA, Crop insurance) Early stage; fragmented
Finance Commission Floods = 55%+ of state disaster
) SDRF covers drought
attention spend
Climate change X : More intense & frequent extreme
) More frequent droughts in some regions )
trajectory rainfall

Analytical Angle for Mains: India has successfully "graduated” from being drought-vulnerable
to drought-resilient over decades. The next challenge is to build similar resilience against the new
threat of intense, localised, urban flooding — which requires a fundamentally different policy

toolkit focused on urban hydrology. planning law reform, and real-time early warning.

" Mains Practise Q

Examine how climate
change is altering the
nature and
predictability of
extreme rainfall events

in India.
(15 Marks, 250 words)

<
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CONTEXT: The goal is to use Mythos defensively to find and fix critical software
flaws before malicious Al tools can exploit them.

& Understanding Cybersecurity Basics

] What Are Software | Anthropic’s Mythos: A for Cybersecurity /
Vulnerabilities? ||| @© __TRADITIONAL ©) MYTHOS:

| CYBERSECURITY TOOLS INTERACTIVE AI SYSTEM

T Fessemmmome= | g& o -
| | o Types: @ =
-— 'I Firewall Anti-virus  Static code _ =
0 Known software gscanners =z

o 0-Day Q%@,g@w& predermes s | TR0 ¢, teractive A

o legacy (3) HOW MYTHOS WORKS (®  THE CORE IDEA:

(STEP-BY-STEP) REASONING > SCANNING
<2 It Reasons m T anas

and Interacts Intelligence

' =-— BN Scannin /
CYberseCUI‘lty M0d9| Tests Inputs Observes Outputs < (o1d) 2
) ) & Data & Behavior :
o Testing, audits O@ 1 - LO) %Ru.es Rm:gg\
== == /

o Deploy patches
o Costs

_____________ S Goes deeper into software systems

Active Explorationw Intelligence

Learns from Failure Refines Strategy & Defense Not just a
Failure & Outliers & Code Analysis Adapts in Real Time static scanner

O Trial-and-error loop arrows

|
|
|
: ¢ Traditional
|
|
|
|

& The Problem: Project Glasswing's Exclusivity Model

R e e e e e S Ee s I

Anthropic & D - _ _ | Alliance with major tech !
' companies '

Introducing Project Glasswing: an urgent initiative to help secure the '_ ______________ '
world’s most critical software. R .
It’s powered by our newest frontier model, Claude Mythos Preview, What IS - = .I Cdrtel'Style alliance !
which can find software vulnerabilities better than all but the most | sans price fixin !
skilled humans. PrOIeCt ________________
Glasswing? P |

Project N - ,
Glasswing N

Securing critical software T
for the Al era ~ ey PN 7 YouTube - Bloomberg Technology
i 4 b ad \ = =

Al Scare: Unauthorized Users
Gain Access to Anthropic's
Mythos

Project Glasswing: Securing critical software for the Alera

VIDEO 4 days ago
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CONTEXT: The goal is to use Mythos defensively to find and fix critical software
flaws before malicious Al tools can exploit them.

! The Asymmetry Problem: Why Attackers Always Win

Defenders Attackers

Process Must follow: Discovery — Testing = Patch Just need: Discovery — Exploit
Development — Internal Review — Deployment
Planning — Coordination Across Teams —
Scheduled Downtime — Patch Deployment

Timeline Weeks to months (patch cycles) Minutes to hours

Cost High Low

Success Must fix ALL vulnerabilities (100% defense) Need just ONE vulnerability to
requirement succeed

Accountability If breach happens, defenders blamed No accountability

(lawsuits, reputation damage, regulatory fines)

Tools Limited to approved, tested, compliant tools Any tool, including illegal ones

I_Mythos Exacerbates This Ir -II_IimeIine gap widens because attackers’ exploitation is_:

| Asymmetry | instantaneous but defenders’ patching takes weeks |
Other Challenges

I_—__—_———._—. _______ I 5 The New Stack

| Emerglng "Sks | “Mythos-like hacking, open to all”: Industry reacts to

l_ ————————————————— I OpenAl's GPT 5.5

Community reaction to OpenAl's latest frontier model, as developers weigh real-world

e Cheaper alternatives emerging

performance, cost, access and security.

2 days ago

e Armsrace + Rogue nations
@ The Times of India

Testing by JP Morgan, Apple, Google and 8 other companies
that made Anthropic decide it cannot release it

Tech News News: Anthropic, the artificial intelligence (Al) startup behind Claude
chatbot, has created an Al model, called Claude Mythos

e  Who controls Al security tools?

2 weeks ago

e Dual-use dilemma

I

I

I

I . -
| e Critical infrastructure vulnerability
I

I

I

I




The

Analyst
Handout

Mythos & Cybersecurity

agirAm & RAV/

27th April 2026

CONTEXT: The goal is to use Mythos defensively to find and fix critical software
flaws before malicious Al tools can exploit them.

Nuclear technology
regulation model

Way Forward

Responsible
disclosure
frameworks

Geneva Convention-
style agreements on
cyber warfare

National Critical

The advent of autonomous,
‘agentic’ Almodels in

inverted the power dynamics

malicious actors. Discuss.
(15 Marks, 250 words)

cybersecurity has fundamentally

between cyber defenders and

Infrastructure

Public-private Steps to be Protection Authority
partnerships = taken
Indigenous
technology
(CERT-In + Al cos) / l

Patch ]

acceleration Skill shortage

| j,‘ s Practi ”‘\Q' astior O @é@

@

HEALTH

COMMUNICATIONS

=

DEFENCE AND NATIONAL BANKING &
SECURITY

CRITICAL
INFRASTRUCTURE ENERGY
SECTORS
o

TRANSPORT

FINANCE

FOOD & GROCERY

%

DATA & CLOUD

EDUCATION, RESEARCH
& INNOVATION

=)
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YLLABUS : GS 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/oD

Newspaper: The Hindu Page Number : 01

S
foecting India’s interests GS 3: Indian Economy & Trade Prelims: Trade agreements

Trade Agreements —

Types and

Levels of Integration

Part A. Classification by Number of Participants

Unilateral

One country gives trade
preference/ restrictions

'4 £ [ “:ﬁ‘
Multilateral &S50

Three or more

countries, broader

global rules

P] Bilateral %’

Two countries
negotiate together

o='®
Plurilateral =5
A smaller group
within a multilateral
framework

O\ P

Part B. Classification by Economic Integration

Common Market

= free movement of labour and capital

CEPA/CECA
FTA -= tariffs removed on substantially all trade

Customs Union

= internal free trade + common external tariff

= services, investment,
IP, cooperation

| PTA = limited tariff preferences

2 = s E
Economic Union <&urezene)

= common fiscal/monetary coordination

Levels of economic integration

AFree Trade Agreement s atreaty between two or more countries

to reduce or completely eliminate barriers to trade.

FTAs are exempted wrt MFN
(under GATT Article XXIV)

[ |

/India-UAE
CEPA

Inverted Duty Structure

Bilateral Trade Target:
2xfrom ~$2.4 billon to
$5 billion within 5 years
Curtent Balance.
India exports ~$71 m
Imports -$587 m

Key criticism of India'’s past FTAS: |

S P N ——
India's Strategic Shift
o 'Look East"to Look West"
v DegpFTAs’
S —— J
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SYLLABUS : GS 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
affecting India’s interests GS 3: Indian Economy & Trade Prelims: Trade agreements
Newspaper: The Hindu Page Number : 01

V.

&

FTA with Safeguards:

Agriculture and Farmers Protected-'—

Balancing opportunity and safeguards in agriculture

Part 1: What New Zealand supports @;

between India and New Zealand

EN

Honey JOI’

Planting

;materialg

T

Food safety
ErhS B

Centres of

&xcellenﬂ

Capacity
| building |

Part 2: What India protects

N

Milk

WHEY

@

Cream

FARM SHIELD Chana

SAFEGUARDS

Cheese Pea pod

1 NO TARIFF CUT 1
Contamer Yoghurt / 'ef

Certam
w PROTECTED LIST oils & fats
tect:
mdme:::nd fishermen i . i &
e Juding sensitive India in a simple ramon, it’s
bz':;flcts from tariff easy to memorize like youd

©, concessions:

at a glance.

7

100% Duty-Free Market Access i
o textiles, apparel leather,
ceramics, carpets, and
automobiles/auto components
Binding FDI &
o $20billion in India over 15 yrs
Mobility for Professionals and

Students ?

o Students: 20 hours per week while
studying

o Skilled Professionals. 5,000 visas

v Cultural Professions: Specific visas
for Yoga instructors, Indlian chefs,

* The India=New Zealand FTA

and Tracltional Medicine

Daity
Agriculture & Others

70,03% of tariff ines
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SYLLABUS : GS 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
affecting India’s interests GS 3: Indian Economy & Trade Prelims: Trade agreements
Newspaper: The Hindu Page Number : 01

@ India’s Trade Agreements Ladder (2026)
H ow t he FTA H e I PS The entire infograhic is a literal ‘ladder or staircase of integration’

hows India climbing from shallow to d ts.
lndlan Exports @ shows India climbing from shallow to deep agreements

PTA (Basic Level) ~
TARIFFS REMOVED CPES “Limited access, selective benefits” %
IN NEW ZEALAND * APTA

ﬁ |m1] » MERCOSUR PTA

FTA (Wider Access)

¥ 7
CARPETS @ FOOTWEAR
YARN & 3

“Almost free trade, except
FABRICS | INDIAN PRODUCTS | &2 & senctvesectors
« ISFTA
BECOME CHEAPER L iy
: * EFTATEPA = & $100B investment
='1> . 3 * UK CETA —> B 99% goods duty-free
MORE MARKET ACCESS
MEANS BETTER [‘ CEPA/CECA (Deep Integration)

COMPETITIVENESS “Beyond goods — full economic partnership”

* UAE CEPA - ./ export boost
* Japan & Korea CEPAs @.

EXPORTS .
GISIS * Singapore CECA

BAGS R BELTS| s (AR =
‘U]I]% . ;
B - Customs Union & Common Market |: !
5= i ' :

BOOSTED /JD _-> THEY SUPPORT MSMEs SRSy OSSNt
OUTPUT Keeps tariff lents labour
LABOUR SIEN¢EFESIVE AUTOMOBI byl "'°b""y o
B COMPONE
SECTORS JOBS GROW @ s NTS
M ‘g India-EU FTA (2026) = 52 Side Panel:

partnership, not membership s~p ecial Agreements

TIFA - discussion platform
(India-US TPF)

Eﬁ (=Y /@
‘ @ BIT - investor protection
. = treaties 4
« UAE BIT (2024) w’
= * Uzbekistan BIT (2024) 1

S i,

Evolution of India’s
Trade Policy <«
I_ T e e R e e e e e,
Trade as a Tool for ™~

| Transformation _ -~
L_I__________
gy
| From Defensive Isolation to
| Confident Integration //
L_I__________
AR e
I Power of the Rebalancing ™~
| Clause /”
L_I__________
AL
| ) ) ~
| World in conflict >
e ————————] <
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SYLLABUS : GS 2: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections Prelims: Denotified, Nomadic,
and Semi-Nomadic Tribes Newspaper: The Hindu Page Number : 12

—

€ W
' FROM ‘CR!HINAL’ TO ‘INVISIBLE" The DNT Story

)

The Colonial Stigma — 1871

@ What Does "Denotified"

< O Mean?
\r WANTED| 7 _ ¢
| el / e 2
commit crime? |
B\ Stephens t Colonial 191] C.ens.u.s,
= ..c G | Institutionalizing
) r"n:na Stigma
|| Tribes Act,
‘ Last explicit
) ’87’ count: 193] Census
Repeal of CTA
Free from the (’952)
Act, but still
targeted?
Offeiders "born criminals” "Denotified
: "addicted to . "
committing crimes” Tribes
‘potential criminals”
armn oy Habitual
ontrol "nomadic
S apilaticns Offenders Act
SC, ST, or OBC
2P lists: "Vimukt
7 ssimilate u istinct. m. ic"
? E | 2628 gommulmfti‘e{sbsttillb urfclastsifie;_[ 2 % Jatls
“ T i ————————= r— ]
: PRESENT : Examples of I current :
| | Communities | Status I
| [ | [
e ——— o | ——— (N ——— ]
: Denotified : Pardhis, : No official :
: Tribes : Bawarias, : backward :
| | Sansis, | class |
: : Kanjars : status :
| | | [
o LTI T T T e i
| Nomadic | Banjaras | Some |
: Tribes : gcgdl shepherds : have OBC :
| | Gujjar Bakarwals | status I
| | | |
P e g i e i
| Semi- | Lambadas, | Mixed |
: Nomadic : Kallars : status :
| Tribes | Nat : :
| | | |
- ] - - - I

Q@fﬂ
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SYLLABUS : GS 2: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections Prelims: Denotified, Nomadic,
and Semi-Nomadic Tribes Newspaper: The Hindu Page Number : 12

(§ The Current Census Debate
™ The Hindu If“_“é;_ _—'_s;'—o— _s_s—( ;._ _d—'__s_ B
Denotified tribes seek constitutional recognition, separate = | b bdle — Ing - |
Census entry ' '
S o . S r-—-———~—F~—~>"~——""~7""~77"7"7777— 4
Den?tmed tribes, nomadic tnb?s‘ and sem-nomﬂadm tribes across the country are | Ayyungar | Started efforts to account for |
coming together to push for a “separate column” for... I N I o |
— | Commission | these communities even before |
: (1949) | official denotification. :
Denotified tribes seek ‘separate column’ and formal identity after [t b—————— 1
decades of misclassification | Renke : 1st National Commission I
Claceification ® The previous National Commission : Commission I :
Znumbers identified nearly 1,200 communities | (2008) : Recommended measures. |
® They were ® Nearly 267 commu.nities remain outside I— ————————— ——————— e ——— — JI
labelled Grimiital the SC, ST, and OBC lists | Idate | Identified ~1,200 DNT communities |
tribes’. ur)der u Estima?es suggest up to 7 crore | Commission : (most in SC/ST/OBC Iists), |
Erh,ebcr";"'t”a' m people in Uttar Pradesh alone : (2017) | Identified 268 communities that :
ribes Act, .
1871 | : were completely unclassified. I
_— ® Separate Census column for L e ]
:eT::lﬁ‘gtir‘:“fssz denotified tribes : Anthropologic | NITI Aayog-commissioned study :
afferwhich hen ® Dedicated Constitutional Schedule | al Survey of I on the 268 unclassified tribes; I
communitieswere | ® Sub-classification to reflect graded : India | Currently: "cold storage”. :
denotified backwardness within communities [ | I
e e s s e e e e s |_ ___________________ o |
Current Failures ©
_________ \ ; | I |
| Scheme > ‘ﬁ‘, - o _I Constitutional !
|  Underutilization | Status |
i I_ _______ Scheme for Economic EmpowermentofDNTs === T T T TS ====-=
s (SEED) . r—-——-——-—-—- 1
An a3 of . !
l_ census 2027 ) \ J:fr:::?;uu:':ns Fmalrrda;;r‘:mlm:::ﬁw core _: Census :
| ". Demands | column
— e — —————— / | Teefour pilers of the Scheme for Ecoromic Fmpowermentares =000 o - ===
}_ 1. Educational Empowerment z T E— »
— — _UI’;V:I\_ S § 2. Health Insurance @ I Government !
| D 3. Facilitating Livelihoods (%) |
Backwardness ; 4 ,  Stance
- '5'.. 4. Housing under PMAY 4 = E=EESEEETOER
| | L |
e ~ e . | Welfare Board under }
4 | ° ° e o
| only7statesand \ " ' ' ' ' | Social Justice Ministry |
| Union Territories \ 2 A ERE B Em I T I
| currentlyissueDNT
| community /
| certificates > 4
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What is Rupee Depreciation and Why Does It Happen? 3

w3
= —> WHY A GROWING ECONOMY @ bﬁ\;ﬁ
g WHAT IT MEANS — —~  Exchange-rate OFTEN SEES PRESSURE =

* Depreciation is a fall in value * High growth demands high imports Why it weakens?
of INR against foreign currency (energy, tech, m“Chi"e'B%: which ~ India imports a lot.

strengthens the foreign currency ~ Higher imports than

exports can pressure
the currency.

~ Currency depreciation
is often part of
macroeconomic
adjustment.

(USD) due to market forces

Mty

ks
% ’/— Time (illustrative) 3 I
I_ I Q INR depreciates on average 2.5% to 3% per & :J

INR value

year against the U.S. dollar over past decades.

In 2025-26, INR moved from
85.53 on March 31, 2025
to 92.76 on March 30, 2026.

\—> That equals a depreciation

INR value

of 8.45%.
Deficit —> At the low point of 94.71 on
2025-26 > March 23 2026 the
depreciation was 10. 73%

|
e Trade Deficit and Current Account :
I
I
|

e RecentShock (2025-26)

NOT IN YOUR CONTROL

[
* Why this is a market facfor but not @m"""

something investors can control.

N
| Equity Investments >
| hm— 4
—r-———
| Imported Inflation, Bonds >
e 7/
N R D
| Gold returns >
e S S S — 4

T
r-————————— \
| Investing Abroad >
e ———— /
R S
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How Rupee Dep’matim
1. Equity investments
« Exchange rate does not directly affect —u
Indian equity markets much
S 1t can affect sentiment C/
« Market movement is the result of many factors together
L> Current correction is due to multlple reasons, such as: P
- FPI selling, crude oil price rise, rupee depreciation
“> * Rupee weakness is only one factor
« Investors should not panic because it is not under their control 7

2. Debt investments

« weak currency leads to imported inflation I‘
. - imported crude oil becomes costlier in rupee terms .EONDS
> inflation is a negative for both equity and bonds =8

« bonds are affected more because inflation influences interest rates
— weak INR can keep contributing to inflation ahead

—%—— Beneficiaries of rupee weakness -

gold '\@ @&@) global investments

« gold price is international and « foreign stocks/bonds/funds get
dollar-denominated converted from INR to foreign currency

« weaker rupee increases gold @ « when rupee depreciates, you
price in INR

benefit on conversion back
* gold returns come partly from « investments abroad can be done through:
?Iobal gold movement and partly

o mutual funds

rom rupee weakness i o direct overseas investing .\
« suggested portfolio
allocation: 10%, maximum 15%

< LRS route O
o GIFT City outbound products within LRS

~ UupscPYa(P)

Consider the following statements

1. The effect of devaluation of a currency is
that it necessarily improves the
competitiveness of the domestic exports in
the foreign markets

2. increases the foreign value of domestic
currency

improves the trade balance
Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

(a) Tonly
(b) 1and 2
(c) 3only

(d)2and 3
L

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
s
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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SYLLABUS : GS 3: Indian Economy trends, Investment models Prelims: External sector
Newspaper: The Hindu Page Number: 15

Rupee Depreciation.
What Should, Tnveatons Po?

Section 4: How to invest globally WHAT G B

Which one of the following is not the most

mutual funds with (MOEES (cumcs or INVESTMENTS)
overseas exposure |gflp

likely measure the Government/RBI

‘ vt
R

LRS limit for
outbound
investments

takes to stop the slide of the Indian

C]I:II direct foreign GIFT Cdg outbound

? stocks or bonds ducts withi

rupee: sorrow RS it
FLOW
Section 3: Portfolio allocation idea «—— PORTFOLIO
. _ ; ) . investing abroad helps with diversification

(a) Curbing imports of non-essential goods and St alawgibes @ Hedbge I tupies waaion

: « if future expenses arise, investor can
promoting exports redeem only what is needed

« otherwise, keep the investment running

-! Gold: 10% to 15% max i
" Global assets: for diversification + currency hedge

DAILY LIFE
MATTERS

(b) Encouraging Indian borrowers to issue
Section 2: Expenses abroad )

- if exﬁenses happen in the U.S. or@

rupee-denominated Masala Bonds

another foreign country, there is more
room to plan

« currency weakness matters when
spending abroad

« one can prepare through foreign asset

¢) Easing conditions relating to external

commercial borrowing allocation
Section 1: Expenses in India gl
DIRECTLY

- V)
5]  inflation reduces purchasing power [

« some of this inflation may come
from currency weakness

« this affects day-to-day expenses
« it is not somethm an individual E
can control direct {}
India expenses = impacted by inflation
Foreign expenses = can be planned better
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SYLLABUS : GS 2: Powers, functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.
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National Commission for Scheduled Castes

Structure Exactly 5 members What NCSC Does
Members 1Chair Person (current Chairman: Shri Kishor Makwana) FUNCTIONS w 515
1 Vice-Chairperson
o investigate and SR
3 Additional Members monitor safequards [—s| inquire into
®\ for SCs complaints ;«
prd
. . . . : [
.Vl i I8 President of India by a warrant under his ahviggon present annual
socio-economic | —>| reports to the
hand and seal planning President
[ 1
. : recommend measures
Tenure & Determined by the President @ for welfare and protection ©
Service Typically: 3 years Nese &) «
POWERS =
The "Civil e Summon and enforce attendance X regulate its own procedure
(LI @ EIE o Discovery, production of document 0 :
. . . =g summon and examine persons
e Evidence on affidavits =
& Requisition any public record =L receive evidence on affidavits
é requisition public records "%
oLV CIC B Centre + State = All major policy matters Cf, consultativ role for Centre “"d B
States on major policy matters
CONSTITUTIONAL SAFEGUARDS Timeline of Constitutional Amendments I
FOR SCHEDULED CASTES 3
(ARTICLE 15 @ Event Constitutional What Changed?
Prohibition of Abolition of o
dc::;emms;gn untouchabity Provision
o | L. RS 2 SENEEERSSE . ___IEEEEe
EQUALITY L U Initial (1950) I Article 338 | provided for a Single Special Officer designated as the |
a8 of Equay, P':SEE‘L'E :& : i : : "Commissioner fo?SCspond STs." 2 :
edcjgj"i?om:nd ‘—\\\ Y educat'iopatlami :_ ___________ :____________:______________________________:
FANCRATAT CONSTITUTION economic interests
R —| Bed | 1990 (65th | Amended Article 338 | Replaced the single officer with a Multi-member '
: Amendment Act) : : National Commission for both SCs and STs combined. :
oncragts | o o e e o il S o e e e e e e
I | | |
: 2003 (89th : Created Article 338A : The Great Split: Recognized that SCs and STs face :
f | Amendment Act) | | different issues. (effective 2004): |
I I | 1. Nesc (Article 336) :
I ) Reservation in | | | 2.NCST (Article 338A). |
= State Assemblies | | I |
(WHY IT MATTERS ) PR E N !
g:I’;(E)LE%T%DEIfCNLIgION | 2018 (102nd | Created Article 338B | Prior to 2018, the NCSC also looked after OBCs. This |
amendment relieved the NCSC of this duty and created a
%gssgg;%‘;%é&f%?gggﬁgméﬂgmFTMENTl i Amelidientace i : separate National Commission for Bclckvzard Classes. i
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lagipam & RAVI

i

CHINA’S ATLAS DRONE
SWARM SYSTEM: WHAT IT IS

A Simplified Look at a Futuristic Defence Capability

1. Truck-Mounted Launcher
: Rapidly deployable mobile unit

: Note: Sgstem can launch nearly
100 drones, very quickly,
LAUNCH like a rapid swarm wave.

CONTROL

2. Single Command Vehicle :
The “brain” for coordinating operations )

C _ e
=8 ¢ S
(P os Mgar .
%_! & B Z .
< ==

3. Swarm of Drones
Coordinated flight & communication among nodes

WHY IT STANDS OUT
o Small and mobile

7 .ri;m

4. One Oerator Controlling Many Drones

s P BT © Can operate from
Unified control via intuitive interfaces

remote locations

o Works like a ‘mini
battlefield network

{399V}

on wheels’
&= &
(=23 -

5. Reconnaissance + Confusion + Attack
Integrated mission objectives

u:-cb/j

Understanding China’s Atlas Drone
Swarm System

... ChinaElectronic Technology
Group Corporation

.- -: Realthreat: cognitive ability

Key Facts :
forUPSC |
Prelims ¢

Launch Metrics:

': 96 drones in under 300 seconds!

e
LITL Competitors:

| Us:Perdi, DARPA's Offet

| China: Jiu Tian

| Istael: "Legatus”
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SYLLABUS : GS 3: Robotics/Drones Prelims: China's military modernization
Newspaper: The Indian Express Page Number : 09

‘WHY ATLAS WORRIES

2. Where does Atlas fit in China’s strategy?

o

T IMPLICATIONS: WHY
———%._ = INDIA & TAIWAN
UNCREWED S S SHOULD WORRY
- =4
= e
China sees o IMPLICATIONS
future wars &5 SHOULD WORRY
i L, X CANPRESSURE/ZEQY
at once (swarm) smart, and . <
networked. @ T' = AIR DEFENCES )
2. can confuse enemy air ; i
defences (saturating them) 2 USED NEAR
=s= = LAC(INDIA) &
3. can scout, attack, and distract "F-?",W =Z TAIWAN STRAIT #
simultaneously. (Multimission concept) —ffi;‘:r\ o x ‘
— Coordinated &,‘-;&!;};— = CONFUSE & . mv.'::‘
4. can work as a swarm, not === Swarm <& OVERWHELMz Noiasy <
just as individual drones : 5 DEFENDERS \
b =
5. one human can control the system futurgtu’;?'sszgs § E&T&IA! Dlg 3‘5&
i o , S
(pne operator controlling many) erawed. vkt % LANDING. 7:'3“ =

and networked. ISLAND SCENARIOS

The real strength is not just numbers
— it is coordination and autonomy.

BIG PICTURE

% DRONES ARE NO LONGER JUST TOOLS o o
SWARMS CAN BECOME BATTLEFIELD SYSTEMS |
AUTONOMY IS THE NEW MILITARY EDGE

&
2. COMPARISON WITH OTHER DRONE SYSTEMS

Perdix

Jiu Tian

==
=

brain + swarm

Highly large scale but | focus on tactical| large scale
coordinated less notable urban swarm, |swarm mothership
swarm, single | for single point | less central concept, less
control point control control focus direct control |
integration?
Geopolitical & Security Implications
I— —————————— ~
Air defense Saturation along \
| the Himalayas /’
N e
a
|
——————————— ~
| AutonomousKill Chains )
L 7/
9
T &
| Export Proliferation p
L y
.
I
——————————— ~
| Taiwan Contingency 7
. / 4
1 Z
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India’s Indigenous Countermeasures

Indigenous Zorawar Light Tank:
Why is It Called 'Brave and Strong'?

Developed by L&T in collaboration with DRDO

Field Artillery Coaxial machine gun
FV433,105mm 7.62 mm
Mass DN ) 8 : . Persons
25t TS 3
2 e .
-
Speed
INDIAN AIR FORCE 70 km/h

MEHAR BABA COMPETITION-II

THEME Horsepower
: S 1000
SWARM DRONE BASED SYSTEM TO DETECT FOD ON

AIRCRAFT OPERATING SURFACE"

Offroad
35/40 km/h

Source: DRDO v SPUTNIK
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Ql. With reference to Free trade agreements,
consider the following statements:

1. They allow member countries to offer
preferential trade treatment to each other.

2. Such agreements are permitted as
exceptions to the MFN principle under
GATT provisions.

3. Under National Treatment, imported
goods can be treated less favourably than
domestic goods after entry.

How many of the statements given above is/are
correct?

a) Only One
b)  Only Two
c) AllThree
d) None
Answer:b

Q2. With reference to Denotified and Nomadic
Tribes in India, consider the following
statements

1. The term “Denotified Tribes” originated
after the repeal of the Criminal Tribes Act,
1871in 1952.

2. Denotified Tribes currently enjoy uniform
classification under the Other Backward
Classes (OBC) category.

3. Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes
exhibit varied classification status, with
some groups included in OBC lists.

Which of the statements given above are
correct?

a) land2only
b) 2and3only
c) land3only
d) 12and3
Answer: ¢

Q3. With reference to impact of rupee
depreciation on economy, consider the
following statements:

1. It canlead to imported inflation by
increasing the cost of crude oil in
domestic currency terms.

2. Rupee depreciation directly and
significantly determines the movement of
equity markets in India.

3.

Debt instruments are more adversely
affected than equities because
inflation influences interest rates.

How many of the statements given above
is/are not correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q4. With reference to the National
Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC),
consider the following statements:

1.

It consists of five members, including a
Chairperson and a Vice-Chairperson.
The members are appointed by the
President of India by a warrant under
his hand and seal.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?
a) lonly
b) 2only
c) Bothland2
d) Neither1nor2
Answer:c
Q5. With reference to the ‘Atlas drone swarm

system’, consider the following statements:

1.

A single command vehicle can
coordinate and control multiple drones
simultaneously.

It is capable of performing
reconnaissance and attack roles.

It can function as a networked
battlefield unit with integrated
communication among drones.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?
a) lonly
b) Tand2only
c) 2and3only
d) 12and3
Answer:d

<y
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