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Impact of Ethanol Blending

24th April 2026

CONTEXT: Opposition has criticised the government for permitting use of Ethanol
in Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) calling it a potential risk to aviation safety

Mains Heading 1 : Various “Types” of Bio- Fuel :

What is the potential of biochar? |

Explained

1

India: 600 MMT of Agricultural residue
+ 60 MMT of Solid waste / year

Burning & Dumping :
Methane, NO & CO2

Direct Decomposition

15-26 MMT of Biochar

30-50% usage can lead to

Carbon Sequestration = 0.1
Gigatonnes of CO2 annually

a X ™
¢ Anaerobic
Burning : §
Digestion
High
temperati
deconstruction
Gaslfication
’ '
Methane gas Hydrogen gas
'
Burning

|

Biomass to Biofuel Processes

Biomass (wood, agricultural waste, animal waste, municipal waste, oilseed crops, algae, etc.)

Conversion to liquid or gas

o
s [
Deconstruction - + Fermentation
Low
ure < » temperature
deconstruction
Hydrothermal
Pyrolysis ydrot "‘""l Hydrolysis
| liquefaction
A Biochar& W Bio-oll W B Fuels/chemicals B Ethanol

Synthesis & Upgrading

Heat/energy/fuel

Bio - Oil = Offset 12-19 MMT of Diesel
or Kerosene requirement

Mains Heading 2 : The “National Bio-Fuel Policy 2018" :

MOoPNG : “E30 by 2030":

Sugar Development Fund
(SDF) for Ethanol Projects

OMCs : Procure Ethanol from
“Domestic sources”

Notified Administered Price
(NAP) for Ethanol

Free movement of Ethanol
Under Industries Act 1951

Flex Fuel Engine under
PLI Sscheme

1

lagipam & RAVI

“Annadatas to
Urjadatas 2

e Waste to Wealth Concept:

Use of Agriculture &
Municipal Solid waste

e Reduce Import
dependency on Crude Oil :
Crude imports reduced by
238 Lakh Metric tonnes

e Employment Generation:
Z1.2 Lakh Crore income to
farmers

e Enhanced BOP: Saved Z1.4
Lakh Crore in Foreign
Exchange

A blending mandate
has already been
initiated, with a target
of 1% blending for
international flights by
2027, increasing to 2%
by 2028, and scaling
further as supply
stabilizes
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CONTEXT: Opposition has criticised the government for permitting use of Ethanol
in Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) calling it a potential risk to aviation safety

Mains Heading 3 : Opposition’s Argument : “Potential Risk to Aviation

Safety” :

sector: Hardeep

Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF)
using indigenous feedstock, Make
in India technology is a major step

towards self-reliance and de-
carbonization of the aviation

Rationalise Fuel
Pricing : Bring ATF
under GST

Issue : High Fuel cost = Excessive

of Carrier’s Operational Cost in India :

Operating Cost: ATF constitutes 30-40%

Singh Puri

I

v

v

v

Target: Blend India’s Ist Scale up SAF
at least 1% SAF commercial production :
in Jet fuel by passenqer flight Use Ethanol

- using o
2025 & 5% by indigenously Non - Edible
2027 produced oils & waste
SAF = Air Asia feedstock
(15-767)

A COMMERCIAL FLIGHT
REALLY NEED?

Airlines must carefully plan minimum fu

equirements for every fligh

I¥

Taxi Fuel
for ground movement
before takeoff.

= Trip Fuel
to reach destination under
! normal conditions.

~ Contingency Fuel

extra (typically 5%) to cover
unexpected events like
stronger winds or route charg.

Alternate Fuel

to fly to another airport if
destination becomes unavi-
lable.

@ Final Reserve Fuel
enough to hold for 30 minutes
at 1,500 ft. above alternate

For example, a short
Airbus A320 flight %

might need around

6,600 kg of

Additional Fuel

if specific conditions require it.

fuel in total.

Arguments given in the Article :

S

L

Ethanol is less energy
dense than ATF

4

Less thrust unless
much higher volume is
used

»

Counter - Arguments :

e,

Prrerert

Fact Check

e  Ethanol Density = 0.789
g/cm3v. ATF = 0.84
g/cm3

e  Ethanol has “Lower

Energy Density”

e Ethanolis
“Hygroscopic” = Freeze
as Ice crystals

4

Ethanol absorbs
moisture = freeze at
cruising altitudes
(<- 50 degree celcius)

_

Engine failures mid
Air = decline in Vehicle
performance

Govt's
Defence

e Notification does NOT
grant any specific
approval for “Ethanol
use”

e Include fuel blended with
“Synthesised
hydrocarbons”

e  Chemically processed
Ethanol

e ICAO’s Net Zero Goal for
Aviation by 2050
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Impact of Ethanol Blending

CONTEXT: Opposition has criticised the government for permitting use of Ethanol
in Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) calling it a potential risk to aviation safety

Mains Heading 4 : Other “Steps” Taken by GOI :

| Initiatives by 6OltopromoteBio=Fueluss: || 3 ETHANOL EXPORT POLICY 6

. CBG from agricultural & municipal solid PRIORITISING INDIA, POWERING SUSTAINABLE GROWTH
waste

SATAT m RESTRICTIVE EXPORT APPROVAL BY
Initiative e Long - term purchase agreements from REGIME (STRATEGIC CONTROL) INTER-MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE
OMc's_ - Ethanol exports are placed under a A Export permissions are granted by an
o Additional Farmer income “restricted” category and require Inter-Ministerial Committee comprising
prior approval from the Government l l l ;he Mlinislry& o': Com:n;ce, M:jn:;tw of
of India. e etroleum & Natural Gas, and Ministry
2 [} [} f Food & Public Distribution.
e Production of ethanol from . , afha O oc0n ORI
3 . . O Ensures domestic energy and Ensures coordinated decision-making
lignocellulosic biomass food securtty s piorhised. based on supply-demond conditions.
e  Viability Gap Funding (VGF) for setting — =
up 26G ethanol plants m PRIORITY TO ETHANOL | { 04 | DYNAMIC POLICY BASED ON
BLENDING PROGRAMME (EBP) ; DOMESTIC AVAILABILITY
e Bio - Gas & CBG plants in rural areas Domestic requirement for Etharol (" Erportdecsionsare nt faed.They depend an
GOBARDHAN ° Reduce o pen dum P ing & methane Blended Petrol (EBP) is given the /n\ =-=‘\ factors like sugar production levels, food grain
h s % highest priority. = % availability, and fuel blending targets.
s cheme emission % Export is allowed only after ensuring e The Government may tighten or relax
e Focus on waste to wealth concept @ ccequcte suppiyfor bending targets Q export noms annucly ot per domestic
(e.g., £20 goal). £ supply-demand balance.

e Channelise used cooking oil towards
biodiesel manufacturers
e Impetus on “Circular economy”

RUCO
by FSSAI

Mains Heading 5 : “Food v. Fuel” Debate :

Fron Bugarcans 1o Brin® ETHANOL SUPPLIED TO OIL- MARKETING COMPANIES
i _q (incrorelitres)
[ 201314
15 SUPPLY FROM FROM | TOTAL BLENDING | SUGAR

2018-19: Ethanol from “B- heavy” . YEAR SUGARCANE | GRAINS | SUPPLY | IN% DIVERSION@

stage molasses & whole cane juice 7| 2013-14 38.00 0 38.00 1.60% | 0

[ onzasl_| | 201415 67.41 0 67.41 2.33% 0

2018-19: Separate ex - distillery prices || | 201516 | 11140 0 m4 351% | 0

for Ethanol derived from Rice, Maize & 2016-17 66.51 0 66.51 2.07% 0

damaged food grains 2017-18 150.50 0 | 15050 422% | 0

Mabio- linsdtant [ | 2018-19 179.05 95 188.55 4.92% 337

s 23

ing iez ¢ for More price for Ethanol produced |5, 2019-20 157.09 15.94 173.03 500% | 9.26

l.i‘ ed bk from Maize (gn/ﬁt,-e) v. = 2020-21 260.90 4150 | 30240 8.10% 22.00

s':;: ot‘i:on = sugarcane (257/litre) Sel | | 202122 | 33975 6834 | 40809 | 1002% | 3600

N utc m.:. P' Sacts — y 2022-23 369.30 13710 | 506.40 12.00% 45.00

rity Result = Country’s net sugar output 2023-24 270.27 40222 | 67249 1460% | 2400

R plunged = 359.25 mmt (202,) to 261 | 2024-25* 300.00 620.00 920.00 19.12%** 35.00

mmt (2024 2025-26*|  400.00 650.00 | 1050.00 20.00% 50.00

!
Note: Supply years are Dec-Nov till 2021-22, Dec-Oct for 2022-23 and Nov-Oct from 2023-24.
Bice: Water itonsive crop *Projected; **All-India average for Nov-Aug; @lakh tonnes.
ice: i i
& mandate of NFSA 2013

Mains Practice Question : What do you understand by Ethanol Blending?
Highlight the salient features of National Biofuel Policy 2018.
(10 Marks, 150 words)
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CONTEXT: The 4th India - Africa Forum Summit is being hosted by the Government

of India in New Delhi with the theme of “Enduring Partnership- Shared Vision”
highlighting importance of Africa for India

agirAm & RAV/

Mains Heading 1: “Partnership for Prosperity & Progress” :

Context of News :

ndia’s  relationship
l with Africa delivers a

message of “stability
in a turbulent world”, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said on Thurs-
day. Speaking at the
launch of the theme, web-
site and logo of the upcom-
ing fourth India-Africa Fo-
rum Summit (IAFS-IV), Mr.
Jaishankar said India’s ties
with Africa were rooted in
the common struggle for
freedom from colonial
rule. He highlighted deve-

Adopted by the African Union
in 2013

Africa
Agenda 2063

|

Outlines Africa’s vision for
development overa 50
year period (2013-2063)

Divided into 10 Year
Implementation Plan

Transform Africa into “The Africa

We Want”: Prosperous, integrated
& peaceful

African Continental Free
Trade Area (ACFTA)

African

intergovernmental organization
comprising 55 member

Announced in the Sirte Declaration
in Sirte, Libya on 9 September 1999

Bloc was launched on 9 July 2002
in Durban, South Africa

Headquarter = Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Assembly of the African Union =
Semi-annual meeting of the heads of state

Africa’s Markets
(Analysis of wealth and institutional strength reveals six basic categories.

Moroceo”

Algeria

Western Sahara -
(Morocco) <
{ Mauritania ‘

Ui
Democratic /973"
Republicof / ~
the Congo

Togo
Benin
Cameroon
Equatorial

uinea Congo

Weak

Strong
institutions institutions

Madagascar

[Bu(swana” Mozambique ‘

" South
Africa

Middle income ¢ \ 4
| Swaziland

Low income — Lesotho

INote: Map excludes the following island nations: Cape Verde, Comoros,
Mauritius, Sao Tome and Principe, and Seychelles.

ISource: World Bank (2014 data on GDP per capita, at constant 2005 US$);
the World Bank's "Doing Business 2015" Index

| mai ) Sudan
4 A J o\
Senedal =1 Ve ~>—Eritrea
Gambia / - ] S .
Guinea-Bissau—, M “/ ‘/'-:Djlbquh, Al
(S;uinea e [/D (A~ "\_Somalia
i - h \ entral & e ey
L::;:iaaLeane \VAY \N Kfrican ‘\\ Sﬁ:;: Ethiopia 7
N N
Ivory Coast — < R%P“\b{‘f g
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CONTEXT: The 4th India - Africa Forum Summit is being hosted by the Government
of India in New Delhi with the theme of “Enduring Partnership- Shared Vision”
highlighting importance of Africa for India

Mains Heading 2 : “Importance” of Africa for India

L India - Africa Trade Potential : l-|

'

v

Growing Trade Potential of Africa :

e 55 States = 1.5 Billion People
(December, 2025)

e IMF = $2.8 Trillion (3% of Global
MOoEA : 2 GDP)
India is Africa’s India-Africa 'ne‘:'g de: 5;':;"
4th Largest trade $38 Billion to e Projected Estimate = $30 Trillion
Trading Partner surpassed 100 Africa by 2050
billion in Fy 25
e 48% population engaged in
* * * Agriculture
o e 80% population = “Middle or
Import from Target = D'VZ’ sify 'g ade Lower Middle” income category
Africa Double trade Moty v . )
constitutes 6% with Africa by partners like the * Increasing Propensity to
of total imports 2030 US. EU & China consume = Attractive market for
! India’s products

“Strategic Importance”:

GTRI : “Overwhelming dominance gives Beijing potential
leverage against India turning supply chains
into a tool of pressure in times of political tension”

Critical Minerals Reserves : 30% of World'’s
Cobalt, Lithium, Nickel, Manganese etc

Namibia : 3rd largest Uranium producer &
One of largest producers of Lithium,
zinc & rare earth metals

Key to curtail India’s dependency on China

Diversification of India’s Energy mix:
Oil (Nigeria & Angola) & Hydroelectric power

Hydropower Potential : Major river systems like
the Congo, Nile, and Zambezi

Issue : India’s “Over Reliance” on
China for Critical Minerals :

e July 2025: India’s Imports : $113
Billion - India’s Exports : $14.25
Billion

e Antibiotics = 97% supply of
Erythromycin

e Electronics = 86% of flat panel
displays & 80% of Laptops

e Renewable Energy = 82% of solar
cells & 75% of Lithium ion batteries
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CONTEXT: The 4th India - Africa Forum Summit is being hosted by the Government
of India in New Delhi with the theme of “Enduring Partnership- Shared Vision”
highlighting importance of Africa for India

4th India - Africa Forum
Summit

Wagiram & RAVI

India as “Trailblazer” for

Bandung Conference 1955 :
Afro - Asian Solidarity &
advocacy for
Decolonisation

Panchsheel Principles :
Equality & Mutual Benefit

Vaccine Maitri: Grants &
Vaccines to 42 African
countries

Support to African Union’s
claim in UNSC & UNGA

G4 (Group of Four)

(¥ position presented in

the IGN document in

2015)

Brazil, Germany, India
and Japan

AU (African Union)

(Xposition presented
in the draft resolution

by Africa in 2005)

54 African countries

CARICOM
(Caribbean
Community )

14 CARICOM
member states

India, Jamaica, PNG,
Saint Vincent, etc.

UFC (Uniting for
Consensus)

Italy, Republic of
Korea, Mexico, etc.

Latin Am

11 (+6)
Africa(2), Asia-Pacific(2),
erica and Caribbean(1), Western Europe and other(1)

S (status quo)

14 or 15 (+4 or +5)
Africa(1 or 2), Asia-
Pacific(1),

Eastern Europe(1)
Latin America and
Caribbean(1)

15 (+5)
Africa(2), Asia-
Pacific(1),
Eastern Europe(1)
Latin America and
Caribbean(1)

16 (+6)

Africa(2), Asia-Pacific(1),

Eastern Europe(1)

Latin America and Caribbean(1),
SIDS(Small Island Developing States)(1)

Up to 21 (+11)
increase of non-
permanent seats
and creation of new
category of
membership based
on longer term non-
permanent seats

The new permanent
members shall not
exercise the veto-right
until a decision has
been taken during a
review (15 years after
the reform)

The veto should be
abolished but so long
as it exists, it should
be extended to all
members including
the new permanent
members

Same as the left
In addition, efforts must be made to limit
its use

Ready to consider
formulas on how to
best limit its use

%G4 expressed its support to the Common African Position (CAP) in the G4 Ministerial Joint Press Statement (September 2021).

Issues to be discussed:
m Categories of Membership
® Regional Representation
®m Question of the Veto

e G-20 Summit 2023 : African
Union included as full

m Size of an Enlarged Council and Working Methods of the Council
member of G-20

m Relationship between the Council and the General Assembly

Mains Heading 3 : “Barriers” in the Pathway forward :

i ]

China’s Dominance in Critical Minerals :

China’s Posturing in Africa

. Nairobi - Chart 1: Country-wise share (in %) of Chart 2: Country-wise share of
"argeSt bilateral Mombasa global reserves of rare earths (as per estimated global mine production
trading partner in R ailway Line & U.S. Geological Survey 2025) of rare earths in the last five years
Africa = Trade s s
volume surpassing A el Ciis China
$200 billion <ameroon Brazil 23
India 7.7 uU.s. 13.2%

Australia 6.3 Burma 9%

Paopla’s 24% total imports to Russia [}l 4.2
Lib t'p A Africa came from Vietnam [ 3.9 Australia [ 5.6%
’(P‘Z‘ACB lson thy China & 33% imports uS.J 21 _
4 uepo . fell in HSN84 & 85 Greenland | 1.7 Thailand || 2.1%
Base in Djibouti categories South Africa | 1 Nigeria | 1.2%
Tanzania| 1
Canada| 0.9 India | 0.9%

Debt Trap Diplomacy : 2 of Namibia’s
most productive radioactive element
mines owned by Chinese Companies
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CONTEXT: The 4th India - Africa Forum Summit is being hosted by the Government
of India in New Delhi with the theme of “Enduring Partnership- Shared Vision”
highlighting importance of Africa for India

Mains Heading 3 : “Connect. Build. Revive with Africa”

$75 Billion Investments: Unlocking the potential of India-
206 Ports, Power lines, Vaccine Africa economic ties
. production etc First Africa - India
mfrastructure key Maritime India's engagement with the continent must move
projects ‘, n 46 Engagement towards developing long-term and sustainable
(AIKEYME) in April |||_P>merships
2025
- 1 Remove trade barriers &
r Steps taken engage in FTAs
Indian .
A Indi
Technical & gy Indic EXIM Bank : $40 l
Economic million Low value commodity
Cooperation: Commercial exports to ;omt venture
Train African credit to manufacturing
students v ECOWAS Bank l
— Preferential access to US
: ket th h f bl
People to People connectn:fn 2 - etm;i:;gregc;:;;ura i
IIT Madras Campus in Zanzibar
Boost MSMEs access
through Line of Credit

Mains Practice Question : Discuss the evolution of India—Africa relations in

recent years. Highlight key areas of cooperation and the challenges faced.
(10 Marks, 150 words)
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Newspaper: The Hindu, Page No. 8

Locally Led Adaptation @ COP 30
s

Context of News :
“—-J,

Pererene

Gyllabu : PRELIMS: Environment & Climate Change

Energy demand = Grow 2.5 times
by 2047 & 25% incremental global
demand by 2047 by India

country globally, with 430 extreme weather

events recorded between 1995 and 2024,
causing losses of $170 billion and impacting 1.3
billion people. India’s Nationally Determined

l ndia is the ninth most climate-vulnerable

A

Post LPG Reforms : 0.5 degree
celsius since 1991

Contributions (NDCs) for 2031-35 acknowledge . el

these risks and emphasise the mainstreaming of || Climate Change )

climate resilience and adaptation into the Vulnerability of gt Rowengenergiiomcomes from
country’s development strategy. India [llerindi Fowerbiant

Greenhouse Gas Bulletin

The updated NDCs strengthen adaptation

N\

By WMO : Average Temprise: 1.45
degree celcius from
Pre - Industrial level

across coastal resilience, infrastructure, disaster
preparedness, heat mitigation, biodiversity
conservation and sustainable livelihoods. This

|

2025: 77 heatwave events spanning a
cumulative 536 days across the country

India lost 18 times more forest
than it gained between 2015—
2019, study finds

From 2015 to 2019, all States in India experienced a net

loss in forest cover; overall, India lost 18 square
kilometres of forest for every 1 square kilometre gained.

ocally Led Adaptation @ COP 30 |

Loty s epiion 0 cor 3

Ministry of Power

/5
; New Target to Azadig,
Previous Target Progress Made achieve by 2035 Hurdles Amrit Mahotsav
. . India achieved Historic milestone
Reduce Carbon Reduced by 36% till | Reduce by 47% by | Majorly dependent in power sector: Surpasses 500
emission intensity W13 2035 from 2005 on Fossil fuel based Gweir;i::esngt‘;vozb;? geer::\adt o
of GDP Growth by Level energy production
45% Posted On: 29 OCT 2025 5:46PM by PIB Delhi
50% Installed Currently installed | Achieve 60% Generational power
power capacity power capacity : installation by 2035 | capacity = ~ over
N O CES B 52.5% from Non - 20%
fuel power Fossil
Adding 2.5- 3 Current carbon 3.5-4 Billion tonnes | India’s Total Forest
I sink by forests: 2.2 | of CO2 Equivalent & Tree Cover:

Billion tonnes of
Co2 carbon sink

Billion tonnes of
Co2

24.67% of total
Geographical area
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Locally Led Adaptation @ COP 30
e Local government Hiware Bazar in
led initiatives in 11 Maharashtra : Ban
COP 30 @ Belem, Brazil vulnerable districts on water intensive
‘ B crops & shift to
Focus on Water sustainable
/ \f \ management, agriculture
bt drought mitigation,
’n::"’.:;:s ::;:ckle waste Dharnai (Bihar) :
ge
designed & management & Fully solar
Renewable energy powered village
Support from World Odanthurai (TN)
K j\ J Resources Institute - India’s first
/ \ f \ : village to install
Economic Survey Panchayat owned
) 2025: Spending 350KW Wind
Community led water 5-6% of GDP on turbines
Conservation Adaptation &
strategies in drought Resilience
prone areas
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Weakening of Unionisation

Newspaper: The Hindu, Page No. 9

Csyllabu : PRELIMS: Economy & Modern History

Vagipam & RAVI

Weakening of Unionisation

Context of News :

Key Provisions :

Portable Universal Social

Security Account: Merges
- EPFO, ESIC, PM - JAY, e- SHRAM
PARLEY s'l,: :emti ;’gggﬂ & State Welfare Boards
Implementation of the
ince March, the country has witnessed 3227%22’2“& f:"’f ‘:gk"::s ”
anumber of agitations by workers, . inspections
particularly by those in the _ Tocreatefair,
manufacturing sector. In the r:;;’c"‘;ﬂv ‘ﬁ:‘i ; ‘;':l’g fk Article 42: Near Zero Fatalities
i by 2047
background of these protests for minimum aligned with the y
wages; expansion of the SO(Elal security ambit; national aspiration of Sharp reduction in informal
and against the contractualisation of jobs, the a developed India by jobs through digital
role of trade unions have come up for 2047 compliance & Al-driven labour
discussion. There have been concerns about the governanceicapacity
impact of deunionisation and how it has affected Increase women’s
the workers. Kingshuk Sarkar and Fredy K. participation in the labour
Thazhath discuss the question in a conversation force to 35% by 2030
moderated by A. M. Jigeesh.

Weakening of Unionisation Fqctoz Act 1881 Factory Act 1891
- e Prohibited - Prohibited -
sasipada Bharat Shramjeevi (1870) Children under 7 Children under 9
Banerjee Workingmen'’s Club years years of age
Sorabi 1878 : Bill for better working e 7years-12years = 9-14years=7
b L condition for Labour in 9 hours work a day hours work a day
Shapoorji Bombay LC
e Children =4 Women =11
1880 : Deenbandhu holidays / Month hours
NM Lokhande 1884 : Labour Convention
1890 : Bombay Mills Hand e Fencing of Men = Unlimited
Association Hazardous
Machiner i
LT CTNE 18 Talcherkar, SK Bole & SW Patil - y 4Holideys /
Month for all

Society 1910 Work hour for men = 12 hours

e Not applicable to
Tea & Coffee
Plantation

e  Russian Revolution
1917 e  Govt’s control over “Factors
of Production”

VLEIEERNE LRI India’s first organised Labour Union
Union 1918
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. Y Draft labour policy violates
Weakening of Unionisation tripartite process: AITUC

All India Trade Union Discussions with the CTUs as the main stakeholders
Congress 1920 before drafting such a policy is a standard and crucial

practice established in India

MA Jinnah, MN " IFIHAD THE POWER TO
108 de’egat.’es e Nehru, Annie - INFLUENCE INDIAN JOURNALS
64 Unions :
Besant
=
I would hqve
Lala Lajpat Rai : Jharia the follqwmg
“Organise, Resolution 1921 : - headlingss, -
ducate & “ PP printed in bold
e EeRInSwWars) letter's on the
agitate”

_first page:

CR Das (1923) + JL Nehru <.p

(1928) + SC Bose (1929) + vV I MILK FOR THE INFANTS, FOOD FOR THE ADULTS §
Giri (1942) AND EDUCATION FOR ALL. :

~-Lala Lajpat Rai

(January 28, 1865 ~ November 17, 1928) g b

LAEOUR DAY

IMPORTANT DATES

Right to form “Union”: 1st May 1886 @
o e
= — Labour unions in the L4
Trade Union Act of 1926 Reflection in Indian ki
. . America go on strike
Constitution ®
3 1st May 1923
e  Minimum 7 members = o Article19 (1) (c): - Labour Day
Trade Union Freedom of Associations e Ccelebmted first timein
to form Unions or ® India in Madras
e TU=Sue, Sued, own Cooperative Societies o 1833 ;
prop erty & enter . Labour Day was ®
contracts e BRSinghv.UOI1989: establichod asan. @
Upheld Fundamental official holiday in ~ ®
e 50% office bearers shall Right Germany .

be engaged in industry
e State canrestrict

e Immunity from Civil & formation : Public Order,
Criminal Liability Morality, Sovereignty
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Context of News :

Status of Online
Gaming in India

ormation Technol R falsedaferentensive lasaate! SEHE 10D

mter-mm1ster1alconsultatlons arescheduled to come T;ggzg,g’g"a' e
y by under

into force on May 1. Its parent Act, passed last year, puta 2030 Automatic

definitive stop to India’s burgeoning real-money gaming route

sector, affecting highly valued start-ups such as Dreamll,

PokerBaazi, Winzo, and Mobile Premier League.

India’s online game market has expanded rapidlyin re- 3000% 30% Income
centyears, with hundreds of millions of usersand increas- 2;?:;:,5_.":5 : E";"g‘,’_y ";le"t' increase in
ingmonetisation. This rise has been accompanied by con- raised Female
cernsoveraddiction, fraud and regulatory arbitrage, with Workforce
different states following different rules. This prompted

the Centre tostep in with a national framework.

Determination & Registration System :
“NOT Universally mandatory”

e Age Verification

Games shall seek formal
determination when offered as 1c f
E-Sports OR directed by Regulator e  Parental Controls

e  Userreporting tools
Registration is compulsory ONLY if
Offered as E- Sports

e  Counselling Support for
Teenagers

Banks : MUST verify game'’s regulatory Y Fair - Play mechanism
status before facilitating transactions

e Internal Grievance Redressal
by Gaming companies

Two - Tier Grievance Redressal
Mechanism
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Online Gaming Rules

Syllabus: PRELIMS: Government Acts & Policies
Newspaper: Indian Express, Page No. EXPLAINED

Online Gaming Rules

(%)

THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART II—SEC. 3(ii)]
MINISTRY OF ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 22nd April, 2026

Online Gaming Authority of India :

S.0. 1992(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 8 of the
Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Act, 2025 (32 of 2025), the Central Government hereby
constitutes the Online Gaming Authority of India, consisting of the following persons, namely:

S " I Additional Secretary, Ministry of Electronics and Chairperson, ex officio;
° Under M’n’stry of Electronics & IT Information Technology
2 Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs Member, ex officio;
3 Joint Secretary, Department of Financial Services, Ministry | Member, ex officio;
e Determine wether Game qualifies || of Finance : : |
. . | 4. | Joint Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting | Member, ex officio;
as Online Money Gamel Social | 5. | Joint Secretary, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports Member, ex officio;
Game or E- Sports 6. Joint Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Member, ex officio.
Law and Justice
i 3 i [F. No. AA-11018/1/2025-CL&ES]
e Issuedirectives, hear complaints & AJITKUMAR, Jt. Seey.
impose penalties

e Govtrepresentatives: Home,
Finance, Information Broadcasting
& Sports Ministry

e Headed by : Additional Secretary
to MoEIT
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Gyllabu : PRELIMS: Economy

New FDI Trend

agirAm & RAV/

Newspapetr: Indian Express, Page No. 15

it

Context of News :

India’s NET FDI Inflow :
$4.6 billion in Feb,2026

A

INDIA'S CAPITAL flows travails
seemingly were set for a rever-

Highest since May, 2022
Net Inflow : $5.3 Billion

//'
sal of fortunes before the US Recent Trends
and Israel attacked Iran, with IREDH HRAIDLen, 2058 Bin nated
February not only seeing net P

foreign direct investment (FDI)
inflows return to positive terri-
tory after a gap of six months
but also surge to the highest
level in nearly four years.

Was mere $959 million

l \ FY 25: India’s Net FDI Inflow

Highest: Singapore (34%) >
USA > Mauritius

Foreign Direct Foreign Portfolio
Investment (FDI) Investment (FPI)

Direct ownership of a Purchase of financial assets
business or assets

New FDI Trend

Balance of Payment (BOP) :

e Tradein Goods (Net Visibles)

e  Export ($441 Billion) - Import
($683 Billion) = Trade Deficit :
$242 Billion

Investor has little or no
control over the company
or asset

Investor seeks significant
control over the company
or asset

Typically long-term (years Typically shorter-term

Current e Tradein Services : Export of

Account Software Services : $142 Billion to decades) (months to years)
e Increase in export of Financial X )
Services = Global Capability Ger!erally .cons:dered Ge?erallx considered lower
Centres higher risk due to risk as investments are
e Transfer Payments : Remittances involvement in the local spread across companies
= $ 106 Billion economy and countries
e Foreign Investment = FDI & FPI Can create jobs, transfer Can provide capital for
Capital e Extra Commercial Borrowings technolog)f, and boost companies anc! co.m:‘nbute
Account e NRI Deposits economic growth to market liquidity
e Loans from IMF
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Police Custody v. Judicial

Custody

VaJIRAM & RAVI

Gyllabus:

PRELIMS: Polity

ewspaper: The Hindu, Page No. 2

Police Custody v.

Judicial Custody

Context of News :

2,

Police Custody

A Delhi court on Thursday
remanded in four-day pol-
ice custody the 19-year-old
former house help accused
of raping and Kkilling a se-
nior IRS officer’s 22-year-
old daughter at their resi-
dence in south Delhi’s Kai-
lash Hills in the early hours
of Wednesday. The victim
was an engineering grad-
uate and preparing for the
Civil Services examination.

Accused is confined in
lockup or remains in

Judicial Custody

Accused is detained
under purview of Judicial

informed of the grounds
which police have to
ensure

custody of Police Officer | Magistrate & logged in
Central / State prison

Investigating authority Officials needs

can interrogate accused | permission of the court

anytime for Questioning

Right to Legal counsel & | Prison manual comes

into picture for routine
conduct of the arrested
person

Police Custody v.
Judicial Custody

CRIME
REPORTED

6.24 7.2%

million cases more than
registered 2022

ﬁz,? India witnessed a crime
W every 5 seconds in 2023.

& Abduction

MURDERS
27,721

(2.8% decline from 2022)

Human
Trafficking

2,183

(3% decline from 2022)

Kidnapping

1,13,564

(5.6% increase from 2022)

CRIME AGAINST
WOMEN

Nins

! 1,33,676

4,48,211

Cases registered
Highest in UP

\ Most number of cases
. registered - Cruelty by
Husband or Relatives

29,670

Rape Cases
(Highest in Rajasthan)
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Ql. Regarding India’s updated Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs), consider the
following statements:

1. India aims to reduce the carbon emission

intensity of its GDP by 47% from 2005 levels by

2035.

2. Currently, more than 50% of India’s installed
power capacity is from non-fossil fuel
sources.

3. India has already achieved its target of
creating an additional carbon sink of 2.5-3
billion tonnes of CO: equivalent through
forests.

How many of the statements given above is/are
correct?

a) Only One

b)  Only Two

c) AllThree

d) None
Answer: b

Q2. With reference to the All India Trade Union
Congress (AITUC), consider the following
statements:
1. It was the first nationwide trade union
organisation in India.
2.  Lala Lajpat Rai was its first President.
3. Itwas founded during the Non-Cooperation
Movement.
4. Inits early years, it was influenced by
nationalist leaders as well as moderates.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 2,3and4only
b) land3only
c) 1,23and4
d) 1,2 and4only
Answer: d

Q3. With reference to the proposed Online Gaming
Authority of India, consider the following
statements:

1. It functions under the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology.

2. ltisresponsible for classifying games as
Online Money Games, Social Games, or
E-sports.

3. It has the power to issue directives, hear
complaints, and impose penalties.

4. ltis headed by the Secretary, Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology.

5. Itincludes representatives from the Ministries

of Home Affairs, Finance, Information &
Broadcasting, and Sports.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1,2,3and5only
b) 1,2and 4 only
c) 2,3,4and5only
d) 1,3and5only
Answer:a

Q4. With reference to the Balance of Payments
(BoP) of a country, consider the following
statements:

1. Remittances received from abroad are
recorded under the Current Account.

2. Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows are
recorded under the Capital Account.

3.  External commercial borrowings (ECB) by
Indian companies are part of the Current
Account.

4. Import of goods is recorded as a debit item
in the Current Account.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) land2only
b) 1,2and 4 only
c) land4only
d) 23and4only
Answer: b

Q5. Regarding the “Police Custody” and “Judicial
Custody”, consider the following statements:

1. In police custody, the accused is kept in a
police lock-up and can be interrogated
without prior permission of the court.

2. Injudicial custody, the accused is lodged in
a prison and any interrogation requires
permission of the court.

3. The provisions of prison manuals apply only
during police custody.

How many of the statements given above is/are
correct?

a) Only One

b)  Only Two

c) AllThree

d) None
Answer: b

2B
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