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Context: India’s Trade Strategy in a 
Changing World

● India–EU Free Trade Agreement
● Trade Understanding - U.S. 
● The EU FTA - Features - 
● Indicate - India’s deepening integration 

into global trade
● Breakdown of Rule-Based Globalisation - 
● Trade Basis - PAST vs PRESENT -

Emerging Challenges: GLOBAL

● Decline of Rule-Based Order - 
Alignments vs Efficiency

● Decline of Institutions - 
● Limits of Bilateral Pacts -
● Major Power “Behaviour” - Trade ~ 

‘STRATEGIC TOOL’
- China
- US

Emerging Challenges: India’s Strategic 
Constraints

● Overdependence Risks - 
- Dominance of Few Players - 

● Strategic Vulnerabilities - Supply Chains
- Pharmaceuticals
- Electronics & Semiconductors
- Energy & Critical Minerals

● Shrinking Strategic Autonomy
- Earlier: India balanced 

U.S.–Russia–China triangle
- Now: Russia-China Nexus - Result?

● Weaponisation of Trade 
- China - post-2020 Galwan 
- US - Russia, Iran

● Technological Dependence - 
Manufacturing?

● Standard-Setting Deficit - Marginal Role

Leveraging India’s Strengths

● Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) - Open 
Digital Ecosystems

● Artificial Intelligence (AI) Collaboration - 
Potential Coalition - 
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Way Forward: Strategic Responses?

● Shift to “Sectoral Plurilateralism” 
- Build small, focused coalitions

● Build Supply Chain Resilience
- Policy Tools - 

● Leverage Digital Public Infrastructure 
(DPI)

- Digi-Locker; Public Goods
● Become a Standard-Setting Power

- Lead in: AI Ethics, Tech. Stds. 
● Strategic Economic Diplomacy

- Diversify Partnerships
- South-South Cooperation

● Invest in Core Technologies - 

“Global trade is increasingly being 
shaped by geopolitical considerations 
rather than economic efficiency.” In this 
context, examine the challenges faced 
by India and suggest a suitable 
strategy to safeguard its interests.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Context: Debate on Women’s 
Reservation

● Core issue has shifted -
● Whether quotas can overcome 

deep-rooted structural barriers?

The Participation–Representation 
Paradox

● High and Rising Voter Turnout
- Low representation! 

● 74%–84% women report being “not at all 
active” beyond voting.

● Low engagement across - 
- Education levels
- Caste/class groups
- Age categories

● “active” political participation remains 
restricted

● Party-Level Barriers: Candidate Selection 
Bias - ~44%

- institutional bias within political 
parties

● Structural and Social Constraints
- Major Barriers Identified

● Household as a Site of Political Exclusion 
- ~66%

- Private Sphere Shapes - 
● Low Political Aspirations - ~28%
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Limits of Reservation Policy

● Improving numerical representation vs 
Addressing deep-rooted inequalities

● Quotas without reforms → symbolic 
inclusion, not substantive empowerment

Way Forward

● Reform party candidate selection 
processes

● Enhance women’s autonomy within 
households

● Promote political awareness and 
grassroots engagement

● Address intersectional inequalities

“Reservation alone cannot ensure 
substantive political empowerment of 
women.” Discuss.

(10 Marks, 150 words)

Mains Practise Question
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Q1. Which of the following countries are 
members of the Gulf Cooperation Council?

1. Saudi Arabia
2. Oman
3. UAE
4. Yemen
5. Iran

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below.

a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only
b) 1, 2,4 and 5 only
c) 1, 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above

Answer: c

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding 
ILO:

1. It is the only tripartite U.N. agency that 
brings together governments, employers, 
and workers of member states.

2. It was created in 1919 as part of the Treaty 
of Versailles that ended World War I.

3. India has successfully ratified all eight 
'Fundamental Conventions' identified by 
the ILO.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3 only
d) 1 and 2 only

Answer: d

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding 
the Online Gaming Authority of India (OGAI):

1. The OGAI functions as a traditional, 
physically centralised regulatory authority 
to oversee gaming firms.

2. The OGAI includes representatives from 
the Ministry of Home Affairs and the 
Ministry of Law and Justice.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b

Q4. Regarding the Special Courts constituted 
under the NIA Act, consider the following 
statements:

1. The judge of a Special Court is appointed 
by the President of India on the 
recommendation of the Supreme Court.

2. An appeal against any judgment, 
sentence, or order of an NIA Special Court 
lies directly with the Supreme Court of 
India.

3. If a question arises regarding the 
jurisdiction of a Special Court, it is referred 
to the Central Government, whose decision 
is final.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1, 2 and 3
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 3 only
d) 2 and 3 only

Answer: c

Q5. Consider the following statements regarding 
the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission 
(CERC):

1. It is a statutory body currently functioning 
under the provisions of the Electricity Act, 
2003.

2. The Chairperson of the Central Electricity 
Authority serves as an ex officio Member of 
the CERC.

3. The CERC does not determine the retail 
electricity tariff for end-use consumers 
across all Union Territories.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c




