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Anti Defection Law

● 52nd Amendment Act of 1985 - Tenth Schedule

○ Why ? Ensure that politicians are held accountable

● Provisions

○ Disqualification of any member of any political party

■ Voluntarily giving up membership of party

■ Voting against/ abstaining

○ Independent Members

○ Nominated members

○ Exceptions (⅔ Merger, Presiding Officer)

● Deciding Authority, Rule-Making Power (Speaker/ Chairman; Final)

● Role of Whip

Data Point Details

Lok Sabha MPs (2016–2020) 12 MPs defected to recontest polls (ADR 
data)

MLAs Switching Parties 45% of MLAs have switched parties

MLAs Defecting to Contest Fresh 
Elections

357 MLAs defected; 170 (48%) won

Re-election Rate (MLAs & MPs) 52% of 433 defected MLAs and MPs were 
re-elected
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Evolution of Anti Defection Law

What Changed in the Law?

● Initial Provisions and Loopholes in the Law

○ The One-Third Split Rule

● Total number of ministers shall not exceed 15% of the total strength of the Lok 

Sabha.  (@States: Minimum: 12)

● Member disqualified on ground of defection also disqualified from being 

appointed as a Minister.

● Member disqualified on the ground of defection shall also be disqualified 

from holding any remunerative political post.

● Exemption from disqualification in case of split by ⅓  of members of a 

legislature party has been deleted. 

○ Defectors have no more protection on the grounds of splits.
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Anti-Defection Law – Why It Needs Overhaul

No Accountability for Political Parties

● Law targets individual legislators, not parties that engineer defections.
● Political parties face no consequences for inducing defections.

Flawed Merger Provision

● Defections allowed if two-thirds of members support a merger.
● Focus is on numbers, not intent — legitimizing bulk defections.

Excessive Power with Presiding Officer

● Disqualification decided by Speaker/Chairperson, often partisan.
● Lacks independent or time-bound judicial oversight.

Fuels Political Instability

● Discourages internal dissent; leads to en masse resignations.
● Enables toppling of governments, hampers governance.

Other Issues in the Prevalent Idea of Anti-defection

● Restricts freedom of speech and expression of legislators.

● Reduces accountability of elected representatives.

● Undermines representative government.

Q. Which one of the following Schedules of the Constitution of India contains 

provisions regarding anti-defection? (2014)

(a) Second Schedule

(b) Fifth Schedule

(c) Eighth Schedule 

(d) Tenth Schedule
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The Path Ahead

● Narrow Definition of Defection : Clearly define defection to prevent misuse, 
while allowing independent thinking and expression.

● Promote Intra-Party Democracy : Encourage internal debate and 
acceptance of dissent within parties.

● Ethics Committee Involvement : Use Ethics Committee (as in Cash-for-Query 
case) to check horse-trading and unethical conduct.

● Independent Decision-Making : As per 2nd ARC, disqualification should be 
decided by President/Governor on EC’s advice — not by partisan Speakers.

● Make It an Internal Party Issue : Allow parties to expel defectors without 
affecting their seat; defection to be treated as an intra-party matter.

● Clarify ‘Voluntarily Giving Up Membership’ : Define this term explicitly to 
avoid ambiguity and arbitrary interpretation.

Committee Recommendations : 

● Dinesh Goswami Committee (1990)

a. transparent issuance of whips and measures to limit the Speaker’s 

discretionary powers

● Hashim Abdul Halim Committee (1994 and 2003)

a. Independent tribunal

● Law Commission’s 170th and 255th Reports

a. Speaker to a neutral body

● National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution (2002)

Mains Practise Question

Question :Discuss the objectives and key provisions of the 

Anti-Defection Law. How far has it succeeded in achieving its purpose?

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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The Reasons for Current Shortage

1. Geopolitical Volatility

● Middle East conflicts + Red Sea crisis (2023–24) → shipping rerouting via 
Cape of Good Hope

● Freight costs ↑ 30–50%, insurance premiums surge
● Example: Delays in LPG cargo from Saudi Arabia/Qatar

2. Import Vulnerability

● India imports ~60% of LPG demand
● Domestic prices linked to Saudi Aramco Contract Price (CP)
● Example: CP rise in 2022 → sharp domestic LPG price hikes
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3. Logistical Bottlenecks

● Limited bottling plants + LPG “bullets” 
(tankers)

● Remote regions (e.g., Northeast, J&K) face 
supply delays

● Example: Road transport accounts for >70% 
LPG movement, raising costs

4. Currency Depreciation

● LPG traded in USD → ₹ depreciation (₹60 → 
₹83/$ in last decade)

● Even stable global prices → higher 
domestic cost

● Example: 10% rupee fall → ~10% higher 
import bill

Multi-Dimensional Impact

1. Social Dimension (Health + Gender)

• Health Reversion

● ~2.4 billion people globally depend on 
solid fuels (WHO)

● India: fuel stacking persists despite 
Ujjwala (~9.6 crore connections)

● Example: Indoor air pollution → PM2.5 
exposure → COPD, cataracts

• Gender Burden

● Women spend 2–4 hrs/day collecting 
fuelwood (rural India)

● Leads to “time poverty” + lower FLFP 
(~25%)

● Example: States like Bihar, MP show 
high fuelwood dependence
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2. Economic Dimension 

Fiscal Burden : LPG subsidy bill peaked at 
₹40,000+ crore (2020–21)

● Trade-off: welfare vs fiscal deficit

OMC Stress

● IOCL, BPCL, HPCL face 
“under-recoveries”

● Example: 2022 freeze → losses despite 
rising crude prices

Inflation : LPG part of CPI (fuel & light ~6–7%)

● Example: LPG price rise → indirect food 
inflation (higher cooking cost)

3. Strategic Dimension (Energy Security)

Import Concentration : West Asia supplies 
>80% LPG imports

● Risk: war, chokepoints (Hormuz, 
Bab-el-Mandeb)

 Storage Gap : Strategic LPG Storage: ~140,000 
tonnes (Visakhapatnam: 60 TMT; Mangaluru: 
80 TMT). Coverage: <2 days of national LPG 
consumption
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The Path Ahead

1. Promoting E-Cooking (Electric Transition)

● Saubhagya → ~100% electrification achieved
● Induction cooking = ~90% efficient vs LPG ~60%
● Example: Kerala pilot for electric kitchens

2. Scaling Bio-LPG & CBG

● SATAT Scheme target: 5000 CBG plants
● Uses agri-waste → reduces stubble burning
● Example: Punjab CBG plants converting paddy straw

3. Strengthening DBT (Targeted Subsidy)

● Focus on bottom 20–30% households
● Use SECC + Aadhaar DBT
● Example: PAHAL scheme → world’s largest DBT 

program

4. Strategic Storage & 
Infrastructure

● Build 15–30 days LPG 
reserves (salt 
caverns)

● Expand pipelines → 
reduce cost vs 
trucking

● Example: LPG pipeline 
network expansion by 
GAIL/IOCL
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Mains Practise Question

Question : “India’s LPG shortage reflects 

deeper structural issues in energy 

security.” Discuss the root causes of the 

LPG crunch and suggest measures to 

address them.

 (10 Marks, 150 words)
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India’s Mangrove Cover (ISFR-2023)

● Total mangrove cover: 4,991.68 km² (0.15% of India’s geographical area).
● State-wise share: West Bengal (42.45%), Gujarat (23.66%), Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands (12.39%).
● Gujarat’s mangroves increased by 253.06 km² (2001–2023).
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● 1949 , Washington Treaty, Security alliance of 30 

countries from North America and Europe.

● System of collective defence where independent 
member states agree for mutual defence in case of 
any attack by external party.
○ Article 5 of the Washington Treaty -an 

attack against one Ally is an attack against 
all.

● Headquarter - Brussels, Belgium.

Functions:

● Political:  promotes democratic values and, build 
trust and, in the long run, prevent conflict.

● Military: committed to the peaceful resolution of 
disputes.
○ If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military 

power to undertake crisis-management 
operations.
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Q1. Consider the following statements regarding 

the Insolvency and Bankruptcy framework in India:

1. Operational creditors have voting rights in 

the Committee of Creditors.

2. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India 

functions under the Ministry of Commerce 

and Industry.

3. The adjudicating authority for corporate 

insolvency resolution is the National 

Company Law Tribunal.

How many of the statements given above is/are 

correct?

a) Only One

b) Only Two

c) All Three

d) None

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding 

mangroves in India:

1. As per the India State of Forest Report 2023, 

West Bengal has the highest share of 

mangrove cover in India, followed by Gujarat.

2. Mangrove ecosystems help in coastal 

protection by reducing the impact of storm 

surges and erosion.

3. Gujarat has recorded a decrease in 

mangrove cover between 2001 and 2023.

How many of the statements given above is/are 

correct?

a) Only One

b) Only Two

c) All Three

d) None

Answer: b
Q3. Consider the following statements regarding 

cotton cultivation:

1. India is the only country in the world that 

cultivates all four species of cotton.

2. Cotton is a rabi crop with a shallow root system.

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q4. Consider the following statements regarding 

Public Interest Litigation (PIL):

1. It is clearly defined in the Constitution of 

India.

2. PIL can be filed in matters related to bonded 

labour, child rights & food adulteration 

affecting public health.

3. Courts cannot take suo motu action in PIL 

cases.

How many of the statements given above is/are 

correct?

a) Only One

b) Only Two

c) All Three

d) None

Answer: a

Q5. Consider the following countries:

1. Finland

2. Sweden

3. Ukraine

4. Poland

5. Austria

Which of the countries given above are members 

of NATO?

a) 1, 2 and 4 only

b) 2, 3 and 5 only

c) 1, 3 and 4 only

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer: a




