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What is Delimitation?

● Constituency - Particular Area - 
Representative

● Process of fixing ‘the number of seats’ & 
‘boundaries’ of territorial constituencies - 
each State for the LS and LAs

● Article 82 & 170(3)
● Reserved Seats - STs & SCs - 330; 332

Who Performs Delimitation?

● Delimitation Commission - Act of the 
Parliament

● 4 times - 1952, 1962, 1972, 2002
● Article 81 - Principles
● Disincentivised - Population Control 

Measures
● 42nd CAA - FROZE - till 2000, 1971 Census
● 84th CAA - till 2026; H/e 

○ ‘Readjustment & Rationalisation’ - 
1991 Census

● 87th CAA - ‘R & R’ - 2001 Census
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What Changed Recently?

● 106th CAA - Nari Shakti 
Vandan Adhiniyam

● CRITICISM - 
● What is the Government 

Now Proposing?
● 131st CAB & 

Delimitation Bill
● Critical Shifts?
- Article 81
- Article 82
- Article 334A

- Delimitation Bill -

Significance of 
Dilimitation?

● Fair Representation
● Equity
● Reserved Seats for SC/ST 
● Federalism
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Critical Issues?

● Census & Timing Controversy
- 2021 Census delayed → now 

expected 2026–27
- 2011 Census - Political Gain

● Seat Redistribution Effect - SOUTH & NE
● Core Federal Concern 
- Southern States - Penalised?
● Issue with Govt’s Assurance - “Proportions 

will remain same” - ?
● Democratic Concerns - Public debate?
● Larger Implication - Pure majoritarian 

population logic!

What should be the Way Forward?

● Decouple Women’s Reservation from 
Delimitation - 2011 Census

● Maintain Federal Balance - Proportionate 
Increase

● Use - ‘FAIR’ Formula - Telangana CM - 
Hybrid Model

● Build Political Consensus - PCs
● Global Models - EU; US - HoR -Capped at 

435

Mains Practise Question

The proposed Constitution (131st 
Amendment) Bill, 2026 has reignited the 
debate between population-based 
representation and federal equity in 
India. Critically examine.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Context: International Day of Zero 
Waste

● March 30 - Theme: Food Waste
● Major Contradiction - 
● Massive Food Wastage vs Widespread 

Hunger

Global Scenario of Food Waste

● United Nations Environment Programme 
Report 2024

- 1.05 billion tonnes of food wasted 
annually

- Sector-wise contribution:
- Households → 60%
- Food services → 28%
- Retail → 12%

● Core Issue? - SC Inefficiencies; 
Consumption Patterns

Hunger vs Waste: A Global Paradox

● 783 million people
● 3.1 billion
● INSIGHT? - Food waste coexisting with 

hunger = systemic failure

India’s Position: A Dual Challenge

● India ranks 2nd globally - food waste
● 78–80 million tonnes; ₹1.55 lakh crore
● Around 194 million people - Undernourished
● Per Capita - India → 55 kg/year

Case Study: Punjab

● 8,200 tonnes of Foodgrain Wasted 
(2019–24)

● NITI Aayog Findings - 

Environmental Impact of Food Waste
● 8–10% of global GHGs emissions

Resource Loss & Sustainability
● Wasted Food - Water, Land & Energy

Structural Causes of Food Waste
● Poor post-harvest management
● Inadequate cold-chain infrastructure
● Weak supply chain logistics
● Lack of data & monitoring
● Cultural acceptance of food wastage

Solutions & Way Forward
● Strengthen Cold Chain Infrastructure - 

~8% of Produce
- Cold Chain Mission

● Legal Framework for Food Redistribution - 
Ban destruction of edible food

● Empower Farmers (First Mile Reform) - 
Hermetic Storage, MCUs, etc.

● Data & Accountability - Mandatory 
measurement & reporting

● Behavioural & Cultural Change - Anna 
Brahma

Mains Practise Question

“Food waste in India reflects a 
paradox of abundance amid 
deprivation.” Discuss the causes and 
suggest measures to address the 
issue.

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD):

1. Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) is the 
amount of dissolved oxygen required by 
microorganisms to decompose organic 
matter in water.

2. A higher value of BOD indicates better 
water quality and lower levels of organic 
pollution.

3. BOD is commonly used as an indicator to 
assess the level of organic pollution in 
water bodies.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding laws on piracy in India:

1. The Copyright Act, 1957, provides for 
imprisonment of 6 months to 3 years for 
copyright infringement.

2. The Cinematograph Act, 1952 prescribes 
a minimum fine of ₹3 lakh, extendable up 
to 5% of a film’s audited gross production 
cost, for piracy.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q3. Consider the following reports published 
by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) :

1. World Economic Outlook
2. Global Financial Stability Report
3. Fiscal Monitor
4. World Economic Prospects

Which of the above reports are released by the 
IMF?

a) 1 and 4 only
b) 1, 2 and 3 only
c) 2, 3 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer: b

Q4. With reference to the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), consider 
the following statements:

1. It is the UN’s principal agency for 
promoting sustainable development 
and poverty reduction.

2. It is headed by an Administrator who 
holds the rank of 
Under-Secretary-General of the United 
Nations.

3. It functions under the direct control of 
the UN Security Council.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q5. Which one of the following groups of 
countries shares a land border with Israel?

a) Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt
b) Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Jordan
c) Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and Turkey
d) Syria, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Egypt

Answer: a
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