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West Asia – Significance 

1. Strategic & Geoeconomic Significance
• 50 - 55 % of India’s crude oil imports
• ~45% of India’s LNG imports
• Trade - $180 billion 
2. Diaspora & Remittances
• ~9 million Indians
• Over 55% remittances 
3. Connectivity
• Critical sea lanes: Hormuz Strait, Bab-el-Mandeb 
• Projects: IMEC (India-Middle East-Europe 

Corridor) , Chabahar Port (Iran), 
4. Security
• Counter-terrorism cooperation 
• Energy security = national security 
• Stability of region directly impacts India
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West Asia – Changing landscape 

1. Decline of US dominance
• Failure to protect Gulf partners 
• Loss of credibility (no NATO backing)
 
2. Rise of alternative powers
• China: silent stabiliser, diplomatic 

gains 
• Russia: secondary but relevant 
• Pakistan: emerging as intermediary 
→ geopolitical relevance 

3. Fragmentation of alliances
• Weakening of “collective West” 
• Gulf countries reconsidering security 

dependence on US 

1. Defence Diplomacy Expansion
• Gulf countries diversifying 

partners 
• India can emerge as trusted 

security partner 
2. Reconstruction Diplomacy
• Post-war rebuilding → 

opportunity for Indian 
companies 

• Infrastructure, energy, services 
sectors 

3. Strategic Autonomy Space 
Expands
• Decline of US dominance → 

room for India’s independent 
policy

4. Re-engagement with Iran
• Revive: Chabahar Port 

1. Energy Security Risks
• Supply disruptions
2. Strategic Marginalisation
• Pakistan emerging as mediator
• China’s Role and influence 
3. Balancing Act (Strategic Autonomy 
under stress)
• Israel vs Iran vs Other gulf countries 
• Multi-alignment / De-hyphenation 

difficult 
4. Connectivity Projects at Risk
• IMEC viability uncertain 
• Chabahar
5. Security Architecture Flux
• Uncertainty Risk of regional instability, 

proxy conflicts 
6. Two-front Diplomatic Pressure
• Western flank: West Asia crisis 
• Eastern flank: China-Taiwan dynamics
• Diplomatic overstretch

Broader Implications
(i) Multipolarity & 
Minilateralism
• Rise of  Issue-based 

coalitions 
• Flexible partnerships 
(ii) Energy Transition Diplomacy
• Gulf diversification + 

Renewable push 
(iii) Decline of Ideological Blocs
• “West vs Others”- 

Pragmatism dominating IR 
(iv) Weaponisation of 
Interdependence
• Oil, trade routes, supply 

chains becoming strategic 
tools
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Way ahead 

1. Strategic Recalibration
• Balance ties with Israel, Iran, Gulf simultaneously 
• Avoid over-tilt towards any bloc 
2. Deepen Engagement with Iran
• Revive Chabahar 
• Engage diplomatically despite US pressure 
3. Defence & Security Cooperation
• Joint exercises, intelligence sharing with Gulf 
• Maritime security role expansion 
4. Economic Diplomacy
• Leverage reconstruction opportunities 
• Strengthen trade agreements 
5. Diaspora Protection Framework
• Evacuation readiness (like Operation Ganga, Kaveri) 
• Labour agreements 
6. Stay “Ahead of the Curve”
• Anticipate shifts in: 
• US-China dynamics 
• Regional alliances 

Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss how the evolving security architecture in West Asia after the Iran conflict can 
reshape India’s engagement with the region. ( 250 word / 15 Mark ) 
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Gross enrolment ratio (GER) – Status 
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Factors behind Low GER 

1. Access Constraints
• Regional imbalance
• Rural - urban
 2. Affordability Issues 
• High tuition + living costs 
• Limited scholarships / financial aid coverage 
3. Socio-economic Barriers
• Poverty, need for early employment 
• Gender norms, caste-based exclusion 
• First-generation learners lack support systems 
4. Quality Deficit
• Poor faculty-student ratio 
• Weak infrastructure, limited research ecosystem 
• Low employability → reduces incentive to enrol 
5. Low Perceived Returns
• Educated unemployment / underemployment 
6. Lack of Awareness & Guidance
• Limited career counselling 
• Students unaware of opportunities, scholarships, pathways 
8. Systemic & Policy Gaps
• Fragmented regulation 
• Limited industry-academia linkage 
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Scholarship as a hinge 

Well-designed scholarships
(A) Reduce Cost Barrier - Direct 
financial support → increases enrolment 
(B) Reduce Risk & Uncertainty
• Multi-year support → stability 
• Encourages long-term planning 
(C) Enable Academic Fulfilment
• Mentorship 
• Research exposure 
• Academic networks 
(D) Individual Enhancement
• Leadership training 
• Exposure 
• Career guidance 
(E) Build Academic Ecosystem
• Peer networks 
• Diversity in classrooms 
• Stronger institutional culture

Dimension Key Measures Objective / Impact

Scholarships as Pathways Integrate into institutional design; 
not post-admission add-ons

Shift from schemes to 
ecosystem-based support

Multi-year & Predictable 
Support Long-term funding commitment Reduce uncertainty; improve 

retention

Region-based Targeting Focus on low GER states & 
Aspirational districts

Improve inclusion and regional 
equity

Link with National Priorities Scholarships in AI, healthcare, 
manufacturing

Align education with economic 
needs & employability

Public–Private Partnership Promote corporate philanthropy & 
endowment funds Mobilise sustainable funding

Performance-linked Incentives Reward institutions for inclusion & 
outcomes Improve quality and accountability

Strengthen Platforms
Improve National Scholarship 
Portal (awareness, access, 
transparency)

Enhance efficiency and reach
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Way Forward 

1. Expand Equitable Access
• Establish institutions in underserved 

regions (Aspirational districts) 
• Promote digital & distance learning 

(online degrees, SWAYAM) 
2. Strengthen Affordability Mechanisms
• Improve education loan access with 

interest subvention 
3. Improve Quality of Institutions
• Faculty development, research funding 
• Industry-linked curriculum 
• Outcome-based accreditation 
4. Enhance Employability
• Skill integration (vocational + degree) 
• Apprenticeships, internships 
• Align courses with market demand (AI, 

healthcare, manufacturing) 
 

5. Career Awareness & Guidance
• Institutionalise career 

counselling in schools & colleges 
• Awareness of scholarships, 

courses, career paths 
6. Targeted Inclusion
• Women 
• SC/ST/OBC 
• Rural & first-generation learners 
7. Policy & Governance Reforms
• Promote multidisciplinary 

universities 
• Simplify regulatory framework 

Mains Practice Question

Q. “India’s low Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education reflects deeper structural 
constraints beyond capacity expansion.” Examine. (15 Marks / 250 Words) 
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State Bauxite 
Resources Major Districts / Belts

Odisha 41% Koraput, Kalahandi, Rayagada, Sundargarh

Chhattisgarh 20% Surguja, Korba, Kanker, Kawardha

Andhra Pradesh 12% Visakhapatnam (Araku hills), East Godavari

Gujarat 8% Kutch, Jamnagar, Junagadh, Bhavnagar

Jharkhand 6% Lohardaga, Gumla, Latehar

Maharashtra 5% Kolhapur, Ratnagiri, Satara

Madhya Pradesh 4% Katni, Balaghat, Mandla
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The Finance Commission 
• Article 280 – Ensures fiscal federalism in India.
• Constitution: The President of India every five years.
Composition:
• One Chairman
• Four Members with expertise in finance, economics, or public 

administration
Core Function: Recommends the sharing of net tax proceeds 
between the Union and States.
Taxes Covered: Includes Income Tax, GST, and other central taxes 
as examined by the Finance Commission.
Inter-State Distribution: Decides the criteria for distribution among 
states (horizontal devolution).
Grants-in-Aid: Recommends grants to revenue-deficient states 
under Article 275.
Local Bodies: Suggests measures to strengthen the finances of 
Panchayats and Municipalities.
Fiscal Discipline: Advises on expenditure control, debt, and fiscal 
reforms.
Advisory Role: Examines financial matters referred by the President
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Report Name Focus Area / Theme

World Development Report (WDR) Thematic development issues (flagship 
report)

Global Economic Prospects (GEP) Global & regional economic outlook
Poverty and Shared Prosperity Report Poverty, inequality trends
Global Financial Development Report Financial systems & stability
Remittances & Migration Report 
(Migration & Development Brief) Migration trends & remittances

Logistics Performance Index (LPI) Trade logistics efficiency across countries

World Governance Indicators (WGI) Governance quality (corruption, 
accountability, rule of law)

Global Findex Database Financial inclusion (banking access)
Global Investment Competitiveness Report Investment climate & FDI trends

Women, Business and the Law Legal barriers to women’s economic 
participation
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Origin - The Sanskrit word “Kumbh” means 
pitcher or pot
Significance of the Rivers
The festivals occur on the banks of sacred 
rivers:
• Haridwar: Ganga
• Prayagraj: Confluence of Ganga, Yamuna, 

and mythical Saraswati
• Ujjain: Kshipra (believed to emerge from 

Vishnu’s heart in his Varah avatar)
• Nashik-Trimbakeshwar: Godavari (known 

as the Ganga of the south)



Q1. With reference to the Union Territory of 
Jammu & Kashmir, consider the following 
statements:

1. The J&K Legislative Assembly can legislate 
on all subjects in the State List without any 
exception.

2. The Lieutenant Governor has discretionary 
authority over subjects beyond the 
Assembly’s legislative purview, including 
bureaucracy and All India Services.

3. Any Bill involving financial obligations 
requires prior recommendation of the 
Lieutenant Governor before introduction in 
the Assembly.

How many of the statements given above is/ are 
correct?
a) Only One 
b) Only Two
c) All three 
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. Arrange the following states in descending 
order of their share in India’s bauxite resources:

1. Maharashtra
2. Odisha
3. Andhra Pradesh
4. Chhattisgarh

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below.
a) 2 > 4 > 3 > 1
b) 2 > 3 > 4 > 1
c) 4 > 2 > 3 > 1
d) 2 > 4 > 1 > 3

Answer: a

Q3. With reference to the Finance Commission of 
India, consider the following statements:

1. It consists of a Chairman and four 
members with expertise in finance, 
economics or public administration.

2. It recommends the sharing of net tax 
proceeds between the Union and States.

3. It recommends grants-in-aid to 
revenue-deficient states under Article 275.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q4. Global Financial Development Report, 
Logistics Performance Index, and Global 
Investment Competitiveness Report are 
published by:
a) World Economic Forum
b) International Monetary Fund
c) World Bank
d) None of the above

Answer: c

Q5. With reference to Kumbh Mela, consider 
the following statements:

1. Ardh Kumbh Mela is held every 6 years at 
Haridwar and Prayagraj.

2. Purna Kumbh Mela is held every 12 years 
at four locations—Prayagraj, Haridwar, 
Nashik and Ujjain.

3. Maha Kumbh Mela is held every 144 years 
exclusively at Haridwar.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a
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