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● Process of fixing the number of seats 
and boundaries of territorial 
constituencies

● Article 82 & Article 170
● Delimitation Commissions - 1952, 

1963, 1973 and 2002
● 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 froze 

the allocation of seats in the Lok 
Sabha, till the year 2000 at the 1971 
level.

● 84th Amendment Act of 2001 - 1991 
census

● 87th Amendment Act of 2003 - 2001 
census and not 1991 census.

Need For Delimitation - Representative 
democracy :
● Women Reservation - 106th CAA

○ reservation shall come into 
effect only after delimitation is 
undertaken and delimitation will 
be undertaken only after the 
relevant figures of the next 
census are published.

● Affects SC & ST representation: 
Article 330(2) - Bihar caste based 
survey: 

■ SC: 15.9% (2011 Census) → 
19.6% (2023 Survey)

■ ST: 1.2% (2011 Census) → 
1.6% (2023 Survey)

● Issue of malapportionment: disparity 
in no. of citizens per parliamentarians 
across states.Hence violates principle 
of "one man, one vote, one value"
○ UP - 3.2million & Kerala - 1.8 

million
● Inability of MPs to address their 

Constituencies -
○ India - 2.2 million people
○ USA - 0.6 million people

● Electoral Integrity and Governance: 
The Delimitation process aligns 
representation with new demographic 
realities.

Delimitation & Federalism
● North-South Divide: 

○ Cultural Fault line
○ Patterns of economic 

development
● Higher Stake of big States:

○  U.P. - 11, Bihar - 10 - Up while 
Kerala & Tamil Nadu - 8 - down

● Discouragement to Good 
Governance: E.g.Tamil Nadu’s fertility 
rate is 1.6, while Bihar’s is 3.0.

● Moral Contradiction: The exercise 
conflicts with decades of national 
policy that promoted population 
control, as States following the policy 
now risk political loss.

● Sub Regionalism
● Disavantageous for regional parties

Way Ahead:
● Cambridge Compromise: Increase 

size of Parliament & State Legislatures 
( EU) instead of readjusting the seats.

● Equal representation in the Rajya 
Sabha: As recommended by the 
Punchhi Commission, irrespective of 
population (as we have in USA 
Senate - 2 from each state) to 
maintain a balanced federal 
structure.
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● Approach of concessionary 
federalism
○ Reduce the weightage given to 

population by Finance 
Commission to 10%.

● Harmonising Principle: Capping Lok 
Sabha seats at the current 543 
ensures continuity, while increasing 
State Legislative Assembly seats 
aligns with democratic 
representation.

● Adopt a weighted 
population–development formula:
○ 70%–80% weight to population 

and 20%–30% weight to 
development indicators such as 
literacy, health, and fertility 
control.

Mains Practise Question

“The process of delimitation is essential for 
ensuring a representative democracy, but it 
also raises concerns regarding federalism 
in India. Discuss the need for delimitation in 
maintaining political representation and 
analyze the challenges it poses for federal 
principles.”

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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About LWE
◆ Originating from the Naxalbari 

movement of 1967 in West 
Bengal, as rebellion against 
local landlords who bashed a 
peasant over a land dispute. 

◆ It spread primarily across the 
"Red Corridor," affecting states 
like Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, 
Odisha, Maharashtra, Kerala, 
West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, 
and parts of Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana.

◆ The movement has aimed to 
undermine the Indian state 
through armed rebellion and 
parallel governance structures, 
particularly targeting security 
forces, public infrastructure, and 
democratic institutions. 

Causes:
● Land Rights Disputes: FRA 

○ Odisha: has the sixth-highest 
pendency rate — with 20% of the 
7.69 lakh FRA claims filed 
pending disposal.

○ Ministry of Tribal Affairs: only 
5.17% of the claims filed for IFR 
were recognised - Karnataka 
had the highest rate of IFR 
claims rejection

● Displacement and Forced Evictions:
○ Case study of Malkangiri: due 

to “Jalaput Dam” (  1946-55) & 
again because of the Balimela 
dam.

● Livelihood: Gadchiroli district of 
Maharashtra, ‘Surajgarh Iron Ore Mine 
Project” - violation of PESA

● Political Factors: “Disillusionment with 
Democracy”
○ Xaxa committee: 

“Administartive territories 
rather than self-governing 
spaces”

○ Reconciliation and integration 
remain elusive, the 
“post-conflict” era has pushed 
surrendered cadres into a 
narrow corridor of dependency, 
surveillance, and fear.

Government Strategy
● Modernization of Police Forces:

○ Security Related Expenditure 
scheme: relating to training 
and operational needs of 
security forces, ex-gratia 
payment to the family of 
civilians/security forces 
killed/injured in LWE violence, 
rehabilitation of surrendered 
LWE cadres.

○ Scheme of Fortified Police 
stations: 66 ( 2014 ) to 612 
Fortified Police Stations ( 2025 )

○ Special Infrastructure Scheme: 
strengthening of State 
Intelligence Branches.

● Skill Development and Education: 
○ 48 Industrial Training Institutes, 

61 Skill Development Centres.
○ 178 Eklavya Model Residential 

Schools
● SAMADHAN Doctrine:

○ S– Smart Leadership, A– 
Aggressive Strategy, M– 
Motivation and Training, A– 
Actionable Intelligence, D– 
Dashboard Based KPIs (Key 
Performance Indicators) and 
KRAs (Key Result Areas), H– 
Harnessing Technology, A– 
Action plan for each Theatre, N– 
No access to Financing.
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● Road Connectivity Project for LWE 
affected areas, 2016:
○ 8124 km roads and 306 bridge 

works have been completed
● Aspirational District Programme: 

○ Ministry of Home Affairs has 
been tasked with the monitoring 
of Aspirational districts 
programme in 35 LWE affected 
districts.

● Civic Action Programme: 
○ bridge the gaps between 

Security Forces and local 
people through personal 
interaction and bring the 
human face of SFs before the 
local population.

● Media Plan:
○ Tribal Youth Exchange 

programmes, radio jingles, 
documentaries, pamphlets etc.

● LWE Affected Districts: 45 (in 2022) 
LWE affected districts compared to 96 
(in 2010). 

● Incidents of Violence: 76% reduced 
incidents of violence between 2010 
and 2022.

What after March 31st Milestone
“withdrawal of Naxals should not lead to 
undesirable elements filling the space”.
● Phased transition rather than a 

sudden thinning of uniformed 
presence:
○ As forces pull back, locals 

should be recruited into police 
and administration, new police 
stations opened, and everyday 
governance made visible.

● Responsive Bureacracy: 
○ goal is to replace 

camp-centred, largely external 
security footprints with rooted 
institutions—schools that 
function, health centres that 
stay open, grievance redress 
that works—staffed by people 
for whom these forests are 
home, not temporary postings.

● Tribal Centric Governance: As 
movements die when ideology 
hollows out
○ Effective implementation of 

PESA & FRA
○ Participatory development 

budgeting
● Rehabilitation & Re-integration: 

trauma conselling for women 
● Levearging technology for grievance 

rederesssal: CPGRAMS, Geo-tagging

Mains Practise Question

“Left Wing Extremism (LWE) remains one of 
the most serious internal security 
challenges facing India." In this context, 
analyze the causes for the persistence of 
LWE in certain regions. Discuss the 
measures taken by the government to 
tackle LWE and suggest a holistic strategy 
for its resolution.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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About Artemis Mission
• Artemis Mission is a lunar mission to establish 

the first long-term presence on the Moon.
• It will send astronauts around the Moon, 

marking humanity’s return to crewed 
deep-space exploration since Apollo 17 (1972).

• NASA partnered with three space agencies: the 
European Space Agency (ESA), the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) and 
Canadian Space Agency (CSA).

• Artemis mission is divided into four parts: 
Artemis I, Artemis II, Artemis III, and Artemis IV.

• Artemis I: It is the first uncrewed flight test of 
the Orion spacecraft and Space Launch 
System rocket around the moon.

• Orion Spacecraft: is a partially reusable 
crewed spacecraft used in NASA’s Artemis 
program.

• Space Launch System Rocket: is a super 
heavy-lift expendable launch vehicle 
developed by NASA.

• An expendable launch vehicle is a launch 
vehicle that can be launched only once, after 
which its components are either destroyed 
during re-entry or discarded in space.

About Artemis II Mission 
• It will be the first crewed flight test 

around the moon since Apollo 17 
(1972).

• The crewed Orion spacecraft will 
perform a flyby test ( no landing ) 
and return to Earth.

• First crewed Artemis mission, 
bridging the gap between test 
flight (Artemis I) and lunar landing 
(Artemis III).

• Four astronauts will take a 10-day 
flight around the moon and back to 
Earth, testing systems ahead of the 
Artemis 3 mission, which aims to 
deliver astronauts to the lunar 
surface by 2028.

• It intends to place the first woman 
and non-white person on the 
moon.

• The astronauts and mission 
controllers will collect data on Orion 
and the crew’s performance to 
assess how ready the Artemis 
program is to send people to the 
moon’s surface.

Apollo to Artemis
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Census: 
• It is the total process of collecting, 

compiling, analyzing and 
disseminating demographic, 
economic and social data of all 
persons in a country at a specific 
period of time. 

• In India is conducted at regular 
intervals of 10 years. 

• Under Article 246 of the Constitution, 
the Census is a Union subject.

• Legal Backing: Census is backed by 
the Census Act 1948.

Caste Census: 
• It involves the systematic recording 

of individuals’ caste identities during 
a national census. 

• It aims to gather data on the 
socio-economic status, education 
levels, and other demographic 
details of various caste groups within 
the population.

• Legal Backing: Caste Census is not 
backed by any particular specific 
statute. Central govt by notification 
may provide for collection of caste 
data.

Census, Caste Census & 
Caste Survey
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• Every Census in independent India 
from 1951 to 2011 has published data 
on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes, but not on other castes. 

• Before that, every Census until 1931 
had data on caste. Thus, the most 
recent caste data available is from 
1931 Census.

Socio-Economic Caste Census 
(SECC): 
• It was conducted in based on the 

recommendations of Group of 
Ministers headed by then Finance 
Minister Pranab Mukherjee in 2010. 

• It was done outside of the purview of 
Census exercise. 

• However the findings were never 
made public due to concerns about 
data accuracy & consistency.

Caste Survey: 
• Since only the Union govt has the 

power to conduct census, several 
state governments like Bihar, 
Karnataka, Telangana have already 
conducted caste surveys to ascertain 
the social and economic status of 
different castes for better policy 
making.

• Legal Backing: No statutory backing. 

Census, Caste Census & 
Caste Survey
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About Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) 

• It marks 55 years on 5th March, 
2025.

• It was approved by the UN 
General Assembly on 12th June, 
1968 and came into force on 5th 
March, 1970. 

• About NPT: It is the only 
multilateral binding treaty for 
Nuclear-Weapon States (NWS) to 
disarmament while promoting 
peaceful nuclear energy use. 

• Key Provisions: It defines NWS as 
countries possessing nuclear weapons 
before  1st January , 1967 (USA, UK, France, 
China, and USSR/Russia). 

• Non-nuclear states agree not to develop 
nuclear weapons, while nuclear states 
pledge not to transfer them. 

• It allows peaceful use of nuclear energy 
and provides a withdrawal option if 
national security is threatened. 

• Membership: 191 members with 5 NWS 
(US, Russia, UK, France & China). 

• India has not signed owing to 
discrimination of states into “nuclear 
haves” and “nuclear have-nots.”

• Role of International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA): Compliance with the 
Treaty is verified through inspections 
conducted by IAEA. It was created in 1957 
under the UN to promote safe, secure 
and peaceful use of nuclear 
technologies.

• Review of the operation of the Treaty: 
Every five years.

Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty
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Enforcement Directorate

• The Enforcement Directorate is a 
multi-disciplinary organisation mandated to 
investigate offences of money laundering 
and violations of foreign exchange laws.

• Established: 1956 as an ‘Enforcement Unit’ 
under the Department of Economic Affairs, 
Ministry of Finance.

• Later, in 1957, this Unit was renamed as 
‘Enforcement Directorate’ & administrative 
control transferred to the Department of 
Revenue, Ministry of Finance.

• Headquarters: New Delhi | Five 
regional offices located in 
Mumbai, Chennai, 
Chandigarh, Kolkata, and 
Delhi.

• Enforcement of these key Acts:

• Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002:

• Empowers ED to confiscate 
proceeds of crime after 
conviction.

• Unique feature: Reversal of 
burden of proof—accused 
must prove the legitimacy of 
attached assets.

• Foreign Exchange 
Management Act (FEMA), 1999:

• Fugitive Economic Offenders 
Act (FEOA), 2018:

• Empowers ED to attach and 
confiscate properties of 
offenders who flee India to 
avoid prosecution.

• Conservation of Foreign 
Exchange and Prevention of 
Smuggling Activities Act 
(COFEPOSA), 1974

Enforcement Directorate
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  About Cuba 
• Cuba is the largest island 

country situated in the 
north-western Caribbean at 
the meeting point of the 
Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea 
and the Gulf of Mexico. 

• Capital: Havana. 
• It is largest city of Cuba, a 

major port and an important 
economic, commercial and 
industrial hub of Cuba. 

• It has the third highest 
population in the Caribbean 
after Haiti and Dominian 
Republic. 

• Cuba shares its maritime 
borders with the US, Haiti, 
Honduras, Bahamas, Jamaica 
and Mexico. 

• Prominent rivers: Cauto, Toa, 
Yumuri and Guama. 

• Important natural resources: 
Cobalt,, nickel, iron ore, 
petroleum. 

• Climate: Tropical, seasonally 
humid, with maritime influence 
and semi-continental features.

Places in news: Cuba
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Q1. With reference to the Artemis Mission, 
consider the following statements:

1. It aims to establish a long-term human 
presence on the Moon.

2. It is a joint mission involving NASA, ESA, 
JAXA and CSA.

3. It marks humanity’s first-ever crewed 
deep-space mission.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q2. With reference to the Census and 
Caste-related data in India, consider the 
following statements:

1. Census is a Union subject under Article 
246 and is conducted every 10 years.

2. Caste-wise data for all communities has 
been published in every Census after 
Independence.

3. The Census exercise is governed by the 
Census Act, 1948.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q3. With reference to the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), consider the 
following statements:

1. Compliance with the treaty is verified 
through inspections conducted by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency.

2. India is a signatory to the NPT but has not 
ratified it.

3. The treaty is reviewed at intervals of five 
years.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q4. With reference to the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED), consider the following 
statements:

1. It was established in 1956 as an 
Enforcement Unit under the Department 
of Economic Affairs.

2. It currently functions under the 
Department of Revenue, Ministry of 
Finance.

3. Its headquarters are located in Mumbai.
Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q5. With reference to Cuba, consider the 
following statements:

1. It is the largest island country in the 
Caribbean region.

2. It is located at the meeting point of the 
Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea and the 
Gulf of Mexico.

3. It shares land borders with the United 
States and Mexico.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b
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