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🧱 Background — Legal Framework 
You Must Know

⚖ What the SC Actually Did
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🌍 International Comparison

Multi-Dimensional way ahead
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ILO Convention No. 183: at least 14 
weeks of paid maternity leave at 
two-thirds of previous earnings, 
financed through social protection.



Discuss the significance of 
the SC judgment in 
Hamsaanandini Nanduri v. 
Union of India for gender 
justice and labour rights in 
India.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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🏗 Architecture of BRICS STI 
Cooperation
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⚠ Structural Weaknesses

3. 🌍 Heterogeneity of BRICS+

● Risk: BRICS+ becomes too diverse to 
have coherent STI priorities

● Saudi Arabia, Ethiopia, Iran, Indonesia 
differ vastly in:
○ Economic development levels
○ Scientific capacity
○ Political priorities

● Of all new members, only Egypt and 
Iran participated in the December 
2025 joint research call

4. 🏭 Commercialisation Gap

● TTC has frameworks but large-scale 
commercialisation remains limited

● Gap between research output and 
market-ready innovation is wide

5. 📊 No Systematic Monitoring

● No permanent mechanism for data-driven 
review of STI programmes

● Progress varies widely across sectors — 
ocean/polar research lags significantly
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What is the "Goldilocks Era"?

In the fairy tale, Goldilocks wants porridge 
that's not too hot, not too cold — just right 🥣

Applied to economics: a phase where 
growth is strong AND inflation is low 
simultaneously
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What are E-Transmissions and the 
WTO Moratorium? 🌐
It refers to digital deliveries that cross 

international borders. 
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Disputes at the WTO (2025-2026)
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Q1. With reference to the impact of a rise in 
crude oil prices on the Indian economy, 
consider the following statements:

1.  Higher crude oil prices tend to increase CPI 
inflation.

2. A rise in crude prices leads to an 
appreciation of the rupee.

3. Current Account Deficit (CAD) tends to 
widen with rising crude prices.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer:  b

Q2. With reference to the WTO moratorium on 
e-transmissions, consider the following 
statements:

1.  It prohibits countries from imposing 
customs duties on digital goods 
transmitted electronically across borders.

2. It has been a permanent agreement since 
its inception in 1998.

3. Digitally delivered services such as SaaS 
and cloud computing fall under the scope 
of e-transmissions.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding India’s push for data centre 
infrastructure:

1.  The Reserve Bank of India mandated the 
localisation of financial data within India.

2. Data centres were granted infrastructure 
status to ease access to institutional 
financing.

3. The Digital Personal Data Protection Act 
primarily focuses on incentivising foreign 
cloud companies through tax holidays.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are NOT correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a
 
Q4. With reference to recent insurance 
sector initiatives in India, consider the 
following statements:

1.  Bima Sugam aims to provide a 
bundled insurance product covering 
life, health, accident, and property risks 
under a single policy.

2. Bima Vistar is envisaged as a digital 
marketplace for buying and servicing 
insurance policies.

3. Bima Vahak is intended to function as 
an online platform for insurance 
companies to settle claims 
automatically.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: d
 
Q5. With reference to Carbon Farming, 
consider the following statements:

1.  Carbon farming enhances carbon 
sequestration by storing carbon in soil 
organic matter and plant biomass.

2. Practices like conservation tillage and 
agroforestry increase carbon loss from 
soil due to disturbance.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a
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