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Significance of Pulses for India:
● Nutritional Security due to wide benefits 

● Protein and Micronutrients

● Dryland farmers Livelihood 

● Import Dependence impacts Forex and Food 

Security - 5.5 bn$. 

● Necessary for soil health - legumes - 

● Climate resilient crops - help Sustainable 

agriculture

● Rising Incomes - greater demand - 

PCA-18Kg - 30 by 2039

● Significant Part of Culinary Culture GI TAG

Trend of  Pulses Production - Insights:
● Rabi >>> Kharif 

● Chickpea largest contributor

● = 47% production, Rabi

● Black gram and Green gram also

●  grown in rabi and kharif 
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● Top 3 States - MP>MH>RJ- contribute 

● 55% of production 

● Area under cultivation - RJ 

● Production - MP 

● Productivity - GJ 

● Between 2013 - 23 Area under pulses 

● Production expanded by 1/3rd, 

● Production rose - 19.2 - 27mt in 2022

● Recent Decline to 24mt in 2024. 

●

Issues of Pulses Production 

● Decline in pulses : Factors

● Low profitability and Procurement Risks - 

MSP  

● Environmental Constraints - 87% grown in 

Rainfed Areas.

● Low Yield and Tech Adoption 

● Shift to Cash crops 

● Pest attacks - Pod Borer

● Import dependence - 20% 
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Steps taken for Pulses production:

IMPEX Scenario of Pulses : Import fluctuation - 2.5 to 6.6 to 4.5 mt. ( 20% import 
dependence)  
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Way forward:

UPSC PRELIMS QUESTIONS IN PYQs 
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The context of Concern:

● In principle, Parliament is the 
foundation of representative 
democracy

● Routine functions act as an 
instrument that holds the cabinet 
accountable. 

● As a forum for 
government-Opposition interaction, it 
is meant to operate in a structured, 
methodical way. 

● Single-party dominance has eroded 
the functioning and the Lok Sabha, 
sadly, has become a platform for 
political partisanship. 

Concerning issues:

● Poor sittings and Productivity 
● Reduction of Role of Parliamentary 

committees
● Frequent Suspension of Members 
● Disruption politics as the new normal 
● Decline in Private member’s bill  - 

Supreme Court (Enlargement of 
Criminal Appellate Jurisdiction) Bill, 
1968, which received presidential 
assent in 1970. Only 14 till now 
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Causes:

● Political Maneuvering

● Lack of Political Consensus 

● Media Focus

● Regional Politics

● Quality of Representative 

● Ineffective Rules and Abuse: LS vs RS ; 

ADL

Impact of Disruption :

● Pressing issues of the day ignored - 

● Lost Social Capital 

● Judicial Activism and Overreach 

● Decline of Responsive and Responsible 

Democracy 

● Economic impact on exchequer 

Green shoots of progress:

● The Opposition was given 56% of Zero 

Hour time, and that NDA MPs, despite 

their majority, received 321 

supplementary questions against the 

Opposition’s 364.

● Home Minister Amit Shah said that the 

House’s productivity during Mr. Birla’s 

tenure had been high. - 

○ The 17th Lok Sabha functioned 

for roughly 88% of its scheduled 

time. Speaker Om Birla reported 

a 97% overall productivity rate, 

noting it as the highest among 

the previous five Houses

● It had debated in 14 regional 

languages.
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Towards a more Functional House

Mains Practise Question

Question : “The quality of parliamentary democracy depends not 

merely on elections but on the effective functioning of 

Parliament.”Discuss this statement in the context of recent challenges 

to parliamentary functioning in India.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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● Article 172 - talks about tenure of Legislative assembly - it shall be 5 years unless 

dissolved earlier by Governor. 

● RPA 1951 - Section 15  
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History of MCC in India:
● The MCC was initially introduced by 

the Election Commission under the 
title of 'Minimum Code of Conduct' 
during the Midterm Elections in 
1968-69. 

● Subsequent revisions were made in 
1979, 1982, 1991, and 2013, reflecting 
the changing dynamics of electoral 
politics in the country.

● During the midterm general elections 
of 1968 and 1969, the Election 
Commission prepared a document 
titled "Role and Responsibilities of 
Political Parties during Elections," 
outlining the expected standards of 
political behaviour 

● In 1979 - Sections for Party in Power 
was introduced. 
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What is 301 Investigation ?

● The U.S. T.R.  has launched two 

investigations under Section 301 b of 

the Trade Act of 1974 against India 

and other economies. 

● To examine practices that may be 

‘unreasonable or discriminatory and 

burden or restrict U.S. commerce’.

● One probe examines whether 

countries, including India, are using 

excess manufacturing capacity to 

export to the U.S. in a manner that 

hurts American businesses,

●  While another looks at whether 

countries have taken ‘sufficient steps’ 

to prohibit imports of goods produced 

with forced labour.

India - US Trade details:

● Total Trade= U.S. goods and services 

trade with India totaled an estimated 

$212.3 billion in 2024, up 8.3 percent 

($16.3 billion) from 2023.

● Surplus = The U.S. said the country 

had a bilateral trade surplus with it of 

$58 billion in 2025. Indian government 

data, 

● However, shows that India had a 

merchandise trade surplus of $42.2 

billion with the U.S. over this period.

● Allegations - “India’s global goods 

trade surplus sectors include textiles, 

health, construction goods, and 

automotive goods,” “For example, 

evidence suggests the solar module 

sector is plagued by excess capacity, 

including that India’s current module 

manufacturing is nearly triple annual 

domestic demand.”

● India has created “signi�cant 

excess capacity” in petrochemicals, 

steel, and other industries. 



Sangita Kalanidhi Award 

                   SYLLABUS :Prelims : Art & culture
Newspaper : The Hindu   Page No : 14

The 
Analyst 
Handout

    16th March 2026 

Sangita Kalanidhi Award :
● Considered the highest accolade in the 

field of Carnatic music, it came into 

existence in 1942. 

● Prior to that, a senior musician/expert 

was invited to preside over the Madras 

Music Academy’s annual conference. 

● In 1942, it was decided that the 

musician so invited would be conferred 

the title of Sangita Kalanidhi. 

●  The award comprising a gold medal 

and a birudu patra (citation). 

● Since 2005, the Sangita Kalanidhi also 

receives the MS Subbulakshmi Award 

instituted by The Hindu. 

● The Music Academy, Madras 

emerged as an offshoot of the All 

India Congress Session held in 

Madras in December 1927.

●  A music conference was held along 

with it and during the deliberations, 

the idea of a Music Academy 

emerged.

● Inaugurated on August 18, 1928 at 

the YMCA Auditorium, Esplanade by 

Sir CP Ramaswami Aiyar, it was 

conceived to be the institution that 

would set the standard for Carnatic 

music. 
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● In the process, it began in 1929 the 

practice of hosting annual 

conferences on music, which in 

turn spawned the December 

music festival of Madras, one of 

the largest cultural events of the 

world.

Early Classification  of Carnatic Music 
(14th–16th Century)

● Vidyaranya – Sangita Sara (14th c.)

○ Classified ragas into 15 melas with 
janya ragas

○ One of the earliest systematic 
frameworks of South Indian music 

Purandara Dasa (1484–1564) - Bhakti “Father 
of Carnatic Music.” -

Work of Trinity 

● Muthuswami Dikshitar → Asampurna 
system (Venkatamakhi)

● Tyagaraja & Shyama Shastri → 
Sampurna system (Govindacharya)

● Sampurna Mela Paddhati became 
dominant
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● Zojila Pass, also known as ‘The 
Mountain Pass of Blizzards’, is a 
strategic pass that connects Kashmir 
Valley to Ladakh.

● It is located on the 
Srinagar-Kargil-Leh highway (NH-1) 
at a height of 11,650 feet.

● The pass remains closed for almost 
half of the year due to heavy snowfall.

● History:
● It was the site of the Indo-Pakistan 

War of 1947-48.
● It was captured by militias aided by 

the Pakistan Army in 1848, with the 
ultimate aim of capturing Ladakh.

● However, the pass itself was captured 
by the Indian Army on 1st November 
1948 in an assault codenamed 
Operation Bison.

What is Zojila Tunnel?
● Location: It is an under-construction 

tunnel situated at an altitude of 11,578 
ft (around 3,500 metres) on the 
Srinagar-Leh Highway in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

● The tunnel would provide all-weather 
connectivity between Srinagar and 
Leh on NH-1.

● 14.150 km long Bi-directional tunnel 
without Egress/escape passage between 
Baltal and Minamarg.

● 18.63 Km approach road between Z-Morh 
tunnel and Zojila tunnels including two 
tunnels of length 433m and 1958m in 
approach road.

● It will be India’s longest road tunnel, and 
Asia’s longest bi-directional tunnel.

● It would be 9.5-meter wide and 7.57-meter 
high in the shape of a horseshoe.

● Other mountain Passes of Kashmir - 
Banihal, Peer ki Gali. Burzil.
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Problems Observed

 • Many states delay sending proposals to 

UPSC.

 • Some states appoint Acting DGPs, violating 

Supreme Court guidelines.

Supreme Court Clarification

 • States must seek permission from the 

Supreme Court if there is delay in sending 

proposals.

Exceptions for Delay

 Allowed only in extraordinary situations:

● Death of the incumbent DGP

● Resignation

● Premature relieving from office

Attorney General’s View

● R. Venkataramani noted that delays by 

states were excessive and UPSC cannot 

condone such delays without Supreme 

Court approval.

Other recommendations for Police Reforms

● State Security Commission (SSC)

 • Independent oversight body for police 

functioning

 • Includes government and civil society 

representatives

● Separation of Investigation & Law and 

Order

 • Distinct wings for investigation and 

law-and-order duties

 • Improves quality and professionalism of 

criminal investigations

● State Police Complaints Authority 

(SPCA)

 • Independent forum for complaints 

against police misconduct

 • Strengthens accountability and public 

trust

● Police Establishment Board (PEB)

 • Handles postings, transfers and 

promotions of police officers

 • Reduces direct political interference in 

personnel decisions

● Fixed Tenure for Senior Police Officers

 • Assured minimum tenure for key 

positions

 • Prevents arbitrary or mid-term transfers

● Director General of Police (DGP)

 • Merit-based selection from empanelled 

officers

 • Fixed tenure to avoid short-term 

appointments before retirement



Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Model Code of Conduct in 
India:

1. It is a legally enforceable code backed 
by statutory provisions under the 
Representation of the People Act, 1951.

2. It comes into force immediately after 
the announcement of the election 
schedule by the Election Commission.

3. It prohibits the government from 
announcing new schemes or policies 
that may influence voters during 
elections.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 2 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements 
Section 301(b) of the USA Trade Act of 1974:

1. It allows the United States Trade 
Representative to investigate foreign 
trade practices that may be 
unreasonable or discriminatory.

2. Such investigations can be initiated 
only with the approval of the World 
Trade Organization.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Sangita Kalanidhi Award:

1. It is considered the highest accolade in 
the field of Hindustani classical music.

2. The award came into existence in 1942.
3. The award is conferred by the Madras 

Music Academy.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Zojila Tunnel:

1. It aims to provide all-weather connectivity 
between Srinagar and Leh.

2. It will be a unidirectional tunnel with a 
separate escape passage for 
emergencies.

3. It is set to become India’s longest road 
tunnel.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
NOT correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Answer: a 

Q5. With reference to the Supreme Court 
judgment in Prakash Singh v. Union of India, 
consider the following statements:

1. The State Governments are required to 
send proposals to the Union Public Service 
Commission for empanelment of 
candidates for the post of Director General 
of Police.

2. The proposal must be sent at least two 
months before the retirement of the 
incumbent DGP.

3. The Supreme Court has disallowed the 
appointment of an “Acting DGP”.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: c
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