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The Fragmented Global 
Climate Governance

CONTEXT: There is an illusion of progress in climate negotiations, with more 
process and less action
 

Key International Architecture

● UNFCCC
● CMP & CMA
● COP (Conference of Parties)

procedural “buses” with no binding 
direction

● Lack - direction and enforceability
● No binding obligation

Politics Over Planet: National Interest 
Dominates

● Consensus-based decision-making - 
“VETO”

● Ambitious goals; binding 
commitments are avoided

● National interest ~ collective global 
responsibility

● Markets and corporations ~ climate 
agenda

Ordinary Citizens: The Biggest Losers

● For most people, climate change  - 
distant concern

● Climate change becomes real only 
when it manifests

COPs: Symbolic Success, Substantive 
Failure
● Every COP -  “success”; real climate 

action - minimal
● The Kyoto Protocol
● The Paris Agreement 

COP30: More Promises, Less Progress: 
KEY CHALLENGES
COP30 highlighted -  “global mutirão” approach, 
but failed - concrete outcomes.
● 1.5°C Target Losing Credibility
● Climate Finance: Big Gap, Small Flow
● Adaptation: Aspirational, Not Operational
● Loss and Damage: Institutional but 

Underfunded
● Technology Transfer & Capacity Building
● Just Transition: Recognition Without 

Resources

Structural Reality: Drift, Not Collapse
Global climate governance today is characterised 
by: Drift, Inadequacy & Lack of Leadership

India’s Role in Global Climate Governance

● Leadership in COP Negotiations 
- CBDR-RC

● Climate Finance Advocacy 
- pressed for predictable, scaled-up, and      
concessional finance

● Domestic Climate Action 
- Renewable Energy and Mitigation 

            - Paris Agreement Targets (NDCs) 
            - Adaptation Spending
● Policy & Institutional Framework 

- NAPCC 
- NDC Implementation 

● Market & Technology Measures 
- PLIs 
- National Green Hydrogen Mission 
- Carbon Market Mechanism

Way Forward?
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Global climate governance is increasingly characterised by ambitious declarations 
but weak implementation. Discuss the structural challenges in the current UNFCCC 
framework. In this context, discuss the measures taken by India to address climate 
change at both domestic and international levels.
(15 Marks, 250 words)

Mains Practise Question



The Illegal Rat-Hole Mining

CONTEXT: Meghalaya mine blast toll touches 25 

What is Rat-hole Mining? 
○ Rat-hole mining - primitive, crude, 

labor-intensive and hazardous - 
coal mining. 

○ It  involves digging of very small 
tunnels -  3-4 feet deep and 2 to 3 
feet wide 

○ It is typically practiced in NE India
■ Methods of Extraction: 

○ Side-Cutting Procedure
○ Box-Cutting

■ Reasons for Rat-Hole Mining: 
○ Poverty: limited livelihood options 

- immediate financial gain from 
selling extracted coal

○ Land Ownership Issues: 
Ambiguities in land titles and lack 
of regulation

○ Coal Demand: Continuous 
demand for coal - sustains the 
practice.  

What are the Challenges Associated 
with Rat-hole Mining? 

■ Safety Hazards: The narrow tunnels - 
prone to collapses -  trapping miners; 
poor ventilation - suffocation + Lack 
of safety measures - frequent 
accidents, injuries, and 
life-threatening diseases. 
○ Eg: The 2024 Wokha; 2018 Ksan 

■ Environmental Impact: Rat-hole 
mining contributes to deforestation, 
soil erosion, and water contamination.  
○ Improper waste disposal - 

Acidic runoff - degrades water 
quality and harms biodiversity; 

○ Eg: In Meghalaya, AMD - Lukha; 
Nagaland - Wokha and Mon 
districts. 

■ Social Issues: exploitation of child labor and 
poorly paid workers; displacement - local 
communities. 
○ Reports by NGO Impulse - 70,000 child 

labor
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The Illegal Rat-Hole Mining

CONTEXT: Meghalaya mine blast toll touches 25 

How is Rat Hole Mining Regulated? 

■ Regulation in India: 
○ Status in India:  illegal; jurisdiction 

of the State/District 
○ Ban by the NGT -  In 2014

● The Supreme Court of 
India, in July 2019, upheld 
the ban; SC -  illegal under 
the MMDR Act, 1957. 

○ Regulation of Rat-Hole Mining in 
Nagaland: The Nagaland Coal 
Policy, 2006 regulates - SPDLs;  
Article 371A 

○ Sixth Schedule: The Sixth Schedule 
grants autonomy to tribal areas - 
AMTM - through ADCs, 
complicating mining regulation.  
● Local tribal communities 

own both land and 
minerals, limiting  oversight 
and enforcement of 

● ADCs' authority to legislate 
- conflicts with central 
regulations under the 
MMDR Act, 1957 - 
regulatory ambiguities. 

■ International Context: There's no specific 
international law directly addressing 
rat-hole mining. 
○ International regulations - 

sustainable mining methods and 
prioritise worker safety

Rat-hole mining continues in parts of 

India despite judicial prohibitions. Discuss 

the challenges associated with rat-hole 

mining and the regulatory framework 

governing such mining practices in India. 

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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ASHA Workers
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 Lebanon & Syria Mapping
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Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Conference on Disarmament :

1. The Conference on Disarmament consists 
of 80 member states.

2. It submits annual reports, or reports as 
required, to the United Nations General 
Assembly.

3. The Geneva Branch of the United Nations 
Office for Disarmament Affairs provides 
secretariat and substantive support to the 
Conference.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding Accredited Social Health Activists 
(ASHA):

1. ASHA workers are trained female health 
activists who serve as a link between the 
community and the public health system.

2. The ASHA programme was launched 
under the National Rural Health Mission.

3. The ASHA scheme is operational in all 
States and Union Territories of India.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a
Q3. With reference to Chabahar Port, consider 
the following statements:

1. It is a deep-water port in Iran’s 
Sistan-Baluchistan province on the Gulf of 
Oman.

2. It is Iran’s only port with direct access to the 
Indian Ocean and has two terminals — Shahid 
Beheshti and Shahid Kalantari.
3. It is a key transit hub on the International 
North-South Transport Corridor.
How many of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding the National Commission for 
Minorities:

1. It comprises a Chairperson, a 
Vice-Chairperson and five Members 
appointed by the Central Government.

2. For the NCM Act, a minority is a 
community notified as such by the 
Central Government.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q5. Syria does NOT share a land border with 
which of the following countries?
a) Turkey
b) Iraq
c) Jordan
d) Iran

Answer: d
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