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Philosophy Behind PRAHAAR 󰏝 :

PRAHAAR identifies multiple evolving 
dimensions of terrorism :

1⃣ Cross-Border Sponsored Terrorism

India has long faced:

● Pakistan-backed terror networks
● Handlers across border
● Proxy warfare model

Named Threats:

● Jihadi terror outfits
● Frontal organisations
● Sleeper cells

2⃣ Global Terror Groups

India identified:

● Al-Qaeda
● Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 
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These groups:

● Incite violence online
● Radicalise youth digitally
● Operate sleeper modules

3⃣ Cyber Terrorism & State Actors

New dimension added:

Criminal hackers and 
nation-states targeting India via 
cyber-attacks

Targeted Sectors:

Power grids, Railways, Aviation, Ports, 
Defence, Space, Atomic energy

📌 Shift toward cyber-geopolitics & digital 
warfare.
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UPSC 2021 M>Discuss the types of 
organised crimes. Describe the linkages 
between terrorists and organised crime 
that exist at the national and transnational 
levels. 

🔗 Terrorism + Organised Crime Nexus

Terror groups increasingly:

● Use criminal networks
● Use smuggling routes
● Use narcotics funding
● Recruit via gang networks

🌐 Transnational Terrorism

Key message:

National actions alone insufficient.

Need:

● Regional cooperation
● International coordination
● Intelligence sharing
● Financial tracking

🧠 Radicalisation & Youth Recruitment

How Terror Groups Recruit:

● Social media
● Gaming platforms
● Encrypted apps
● Religious distortion
● Ideological propaganda
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 India's Multi-Dimensional Strategy to 
Curb Terrorism :
Constitutional Framework 📜 :
● 7th Schedule: ‘Police’, ‘Public Order’
● Centre's Role

○ Capacity building 
○ Central deployments

Hard Infrastructure 🚧:
● Comprehensive Integrated Border 

Management System
● Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
● Satellite surveillance
● Bharatmala
● Border Road Organization
● Vibrant Villages
● Joint patrolling

🛡 India's Multi- Dimensional 
Strategy to Curb Terrorism :
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In light of the various initiatives taken by the Government of India to 
dismantle the terror ecosystem, analyse the effectiveness of the 
'Whole of Government' approach. (15 Marks, 250 words)

The 
Analyst 
Handout

24th February 2026

CONTEXT: MHA released "PRAHAAR", India's first-ever comprehensive National Counter 
Terrorism Policy and Strategy.

Mains Practise Question

PRAHAAR: 1st Anti-Terror 
Policy



Why free & fair elections matter?

Basic Structure Doctrine

Article 326 = Right to Vote :
Indira Gandhi v Raj Narain (1975)

1. Recent SIR controversy :

On the independence of the 
EC
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📜 2. Appointment of CEC — controversy :

🔹 Pre-2023 Situation

● Appointments by: President → on 
advice of Union Council of Ministers 
(PM-led).

● No statutory law regulating the 
process.

🔹 Anoop Baranwal Case, 2023 (SC)

● Held: “Free & fair elections” = basic 
structure of Constitution.

● Ordered: Until Parliament enacts a 
law, appointments must be made by 
a panel of 3:
 ✅ Prime Minister
 ✅ Leader of Opposition (LoP) in Lok 
Sabha
 ✅ Chief Justice of India (CJI)

👉 Introduced a judicial check on executive 
dominance.

🔹 Parliament’s Response → 2023 Act

● Passed new law replacing SC formula with 
PM + LoP + Union Minister.

● Reduced judiciary’s role → restored 
executive dominance.

 The Chief Election Commissioner & Other 
Election Commissioners Act, 2023 :
Selection Committee 🏛

● PM (Chairperson)
● LoP in Lok Sabha
● Union Cabinet Minister (nominated by PM)

Search Committee 🔍
● Chaired by Law Minister + 2 Secretaries
● Shortlists 5 names → Selection Committee 

free to consider others also.

Eligibility 🎓
● Must have served as Secretary-level officer 

in Government of India.
● Integrity + election management 

experience.
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Tenure & Service ⏳
● 6 years or till 65 years, whichever 

earlier.
● Salary = Supreme Court Judge.
● No reappointment (CEC/EC).
● If EC becomes CEC → total tenure 

max 6 years.

Resignation & Removal ❌
● CEC → same as SC Judge (via 

impeachment).
● EC → removable only on CEC’s 

recommendation.
● Both can resign to President.

⚖Removal Process :
Constitutional Provisions
● Article 324(5): CEC removable only 

like a Supreme Court Judge 
(proven misbehavior/ incapacity).

● Article 124(4): Requires 
impeachment via Parliament.

Operational Controversies 
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Ref

Reforms & safeguards :
● Strengthening EC autonomy : CJI in 

selection com, non-extendable 
tenure, EC budget from CFI

● Electoral roll reforms : SOPs, 
geo-tagged verification, Portal, 
Blockchain

● Legal & procedural : Amend RPA rules 
for transparent deletion process.

● Technology & privacy balance : AI + 
Human in loop, avoid 
over-dependence on Aadhaar
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Making India a full 
member @IEA

1. Decision-Making 
Power

2. Knowledge Platform 
Access

3. Data Utilisation
4. Energy Security
5. Managing Growth
6. Combating Climate 

Change
7. Bilateral Strategic 

Alignment
8. Showcasing Domestic 

Initiatives
○ LiFE (Lifestyle for 

Environment)
○ IEA report = LiFE 

avoid 2 bn tn of 
global emissions 
by 2030.
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Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding  the Asiatic Cheetah :

1. It is listed as Critically Endangered on 
the IUCN list.

2. More than half of the Asiatic 
Cheetah’s wild population has been 
wiped out in the last 100 years.

3. It is listed in Schedule 2 of the Wildlife 
Protection Act 1972, providing them 
the highest degree of protection.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Prediction Markets:

1. It is a digital platform where users 
purchase units (shares) of a probable 
event to make a financial profit.

2. It has gained massive traction 
among Indian retail investors seeking 
alternatives to traditional finance.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q3. Which of the following statements best 
describes the aim of the “SIGHT” 
Programme recently seen in the news?
a) It aims to provide free medical aid to 

People with Disabilities.
b) It aims to create indigenous small 

reactors for nuclear energy.
c) It aims to boost solar energy 

production to achieve the Panchamrit 
Target.

d) It aims to support domestic 
manufacturing of electrolysers to 
produce Green Hydrogen.

Answer: d

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding the International Energy 
Agency (IEA):

1. It was established in 1974 as a 
response to the “Oil crisis” which took 
place in 1973.

2. It is headquartered in Geneva, 
Switzerland.

3. It publishes the annual World Energy 
Outlook report.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All three
d) None

Answer: b

Q5. Consider the following statements 
regarding the  Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC):

1. Article 324(5) of the Constitution 
states that the CEC can be removed 
only in the same manner as a Judge 
of the Supreme Court.

2. As per Article 124(4), the removal of 
the CEC requires impeachment by 
the Parliament.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c

Daily Quiz
The 

Analyst 
Handout

24th February 2026




