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CONTEXT: An issue of national interest: Chairperson of JPC

● Democracy is based on the premise of 
political accountability

● Niti Ayog - Structuring election cycle
● 1951-52, 1957, 1962 and 1967

Need for SImultaneous Elections
● Governance

○ MCC - new welfare schemes, transfers, 
appointments - approval of ECI

○ Star campaigners
○ District administration

● Legislative - disrupted, logjam prevails as 
parties seek spotlight

● Economic - curb corruption, massive 
expenditure

● Aggravation of vines - communalism, vote 
bank

● Unpopular decisions for long term interest
● Reduction of policy indecision, focus on 

policy issues
Constructive Critic
● Article 85 & 174

● Political reality - untimely dissolutions - NCM, 

356, PM/CM advises

● Accountability - Limiting the chance to 

express his displeasure or voice his opinions 

against the activities of the government will 

serve as an obstacle against Indian 

democracy.

● Logistics - dearth of security personnel

● Regional issues focus over national issues

● Monetary concern over democratic 

principles
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CONTEXT: An issue of national interest: Chairperson of JPC

Recommendations
● Law Commission of India 170th report 

(1999)
○ clubbing if 6 months gap

● 79th report of PSC on Law and Justice
○ 2-phase election schedule

● One of two conditions
○ motion for an early general 

election - ⅔
○ NCM with no alternative 

government within 14 days
● Other Suggestions

○ Newly Elected house after 
premature dissolution for 
remainder

○ Germany - NCM to be 
accompanied with CM

○ Sweden - proportional electoral 
system

○ South Africa
Food for thought
● Logistical issues are subservient to 

legal framework.
● Stable governance
● Several electoral reforms waiting in 

line  - Transparency of funding, paid 
news on polls prediction, stopping 
one candidate from more than one 
seat, passage of the Women’s 
Reservation Bill.
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Discuss the need for 
simultaneous elections in 
India. Critically examine the 
challenges associated with 
their implementation.

MAINS PRACTISE 
QUESTION



CONTEXT: Brazilian President in India with a large business delegation 

Significance
Strategic Context
● Diplomatic relations: 1948
● Strategic Partnership in 2006
● Plurilateral fora: BRICS, IBSA, G20, G-4, 

CDRI
● President Bolsonaro
● Multi-party delegation led by Dr. 

Shashi Tharoor
Institutional Mechanisms
● Joint Commission Meeting
● Strategic Dialogue between NSAs
● Foreign Office Consultations
● Trade Monitoring Mechanism

Economy & Agriculture
● Bilateral trade $ 12.20 billion
● Indian exports: Processed petroleum 

(diesel), agro-chemicals, pharma, 
engineering goods, Al

● Imports: Crude oil, soya oil, gold, raw 
sugar, cotton, iron ore

● Indian cos. & investment
● Cattle genetic heritage

Defence Cooperation
● Defence Cooperation Agreement
● Joint Defence Committee 
● 2+2 Political-Military dialogue

Space Cooperation
● Framework agreement for peaceful 

use of outer space (2004)
● Data sharing and satellite tracking
● Satellite Amazonia-1

Energy Cooperation
● India's upstream investment 

destination
● JWG on Oil & Gas
● MoU on Bioenergy Cooperation (2020)

● GBA, ISA
Cultural Relations & Diaspora
● First ICC in Latin America
● Filhos de Gandhy
● Indian community ~4k
● ITEC, ICCR Scholarships
● Ayurveda and Yoga

1. Recent High-Level Engagements
● Chilean President Gabriel Boric’s Visit

○ Codelco-Adani Deal
○ CEPA Announcement

● Peru’s FM Visit
● EAM visited 8 Latin American & 

Caribbean countries (2019–2023)
● Political Will

○ “Relationships that count”
2. Strategic Economic Hedge
● Energy & Food Security

○ 15-20% of India’s petroleum 
imports

○ Vegetable oils, agri-products
● Critical Minerals Access
● Regional Value Chains:

○ Lower US tariffs
● China’s Chancay Port (Peru)
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CONTEXT: Brazilian President in India with a large business delegation 

3. Growing Economic Ties
● Trade Growth:

○ $50 billion (2022)
○ Auto Sector

● Trade Drivers:
○ India-Brazil: Oil, edible oils, 

auto, pharma
○ Edible Oil Shift: Ukraine war
○ Commodity Boom: Mineral 

exports (gold, copper) doubled 
($4B → $8B, 2020–22)

● Investments: Indian firms invested 
$16B
○ Pharma & IT Expansion

● Private Sector Perspective - Latin 
America as a "Goldilocks Zone":
○ Purchasing power > SE Asia
○ Less regulated than US/EU, more 

competitive than Africa
4. Political & Strategic Shifts
● G20 Focus: Argentina, Brazil, Mexico
● Brazil’s Strong Ties:

○ through BRICS, IBSA, G20
● Strategic Alignment:

○ Shared stance on "Active 
Non-Alignment"

○ Similar positions on Ukraine war
5. Social & Cultural Exchanges
● Historical Ties:

○ 19th–20th century exchanges
○ Literary connections (Tagore, 

Octavio Paz, Victoria Ocampo)
● Modern Interactions:

○ Football
○ Learning Opportunities: 

conditional cash transfers, 
biodiversity conservation, RE 
models

India Brazil
Challenges
● Economic Diversification
● Competition in Agriculture & Biofuels
● Geographical Barrier
● Regional priorities
● China angle

Suggestions
● India Latin America PTAs
● Address tariff and non-tariff barriers
● Green Partnership
● Institutional Mechanisms: sister-city 

agreements
● New areas of collaboration
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CONTEXT: Brazilian President in India with a large business delegation 
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Examine the significance of India–Brazil relations in the 
contemporary global order. Discuss the key challenges affecting the 
partnership and suggest measures to strengthen bilateral ties.

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION



SYLLABUS : Prelims: 
GS 2 Paper : Governance
Newspaper: The Indian Express Page Number: 8 
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Decoding the News

Provisions

● Indian citizenship

● Before December 2014

● “religious persecution or fear of 

religious persecution”. 

● Fast track citizenship

● Definition of illegal migrant

● Exception - Sixth Schedule Areas

Background
Concerns

● Religion Centric Approach

● Constitutionality

● Technical Legal Shortcomings

● Assam Discord

● Other Issues

○ Exclusion of Atheists & Jews

○ Exclusion of Nepal, Bhutan, 

Myanmar



SYLLABUS : Prelims: 
GS 2 Paper : Governance
Newspaper: The Indian Express Page Number: 8 

CAA Implementation
The 

Analyst 
Handout

21st February  2026 

Decoding the News



Parent Consent must for 
Marriage

The 
Analyst 
Handout

21st February  2026 

Decoding the News

SYLLABUS : GS 2 Paper :  Governance
Newspaper: The Indian Express Page Number: 1, 10 



SYLLABUS : GS 2 Paper :  Governance
Newspaper: The Indian Express Page Number: 1, 10 
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Marriage
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Supriya Chakraborty v Union of India
● No legal recognition to unions 

other than heteronormative 
ones

● no fundamental right to marry

Concerns
● “majoritarian morality” 

precedence over “constitutional 
morality”

● Narrow interpretation of A-21
● Right to Life

Decoding the News



SYLLABUS : GS 2 Paper  Governance: 
Newspaper: The Hindu Page Number: 12 

Implementation of 
SANKALP Scheme

● Skills Acquisition and 
Knowledge Awareness for 
Livelihood Promotion 
(SANKALP) 

● 2018
● Ministry of Skill Development 

and Entrepreneurship
● WB loan-assisted project
● Aligned with objectives of 

National Skill Development 
Mission (NSDM)

● Transforming the overall 
skilling ecosystem
○ Enhanced access, 

quality and capacity
○ skills training for 

female trainees and 
other disadvantaged 
groups

○ Encourages innovative 
best practices at the 
local level

● Key result areas
○ Institutional 

Strengthening (at 
National, State & 
District level)

○ Quality Assurance 
Quality Assurance of 
skill development 
programs;

○ Inclusion of 
marginalised 
population in skill 
development;

○ Expanding Skills 
through Public-Private 
Partnerships (PPPs)
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SYLLABUS : GS Paper 2: Effect of Policies and Politics of Developed and Developing Countries on 
India’s interests
Newspaper: The Hindu Page Number: 14
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GS Paper 2: Effect of Policies and Politics of Developed and Developing Countries on 
India’s interests
Newspaper: The Indian Express Page Number: 20  

Why Observer in “Board of 
Peace”

Decoding the News
Board of Peace
● Announced by Trump in Sept 2024
● Gaza-focused plan
● Mandate later expanded to "resolving 

global conflict"
● West Asian Members: Israel, Egypt, 

Jordan, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, 
Turkey, Bahrain

● US Allies & Others: Trump's right-wing 
allies (Argentina, Hungary) + Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Pakistan

● Absentees: Russia, China, France, UK 
(P5 members)

● First Meeting Outcome
○ Trump announced $7 bn in 

relief pledges from 9 members 
for Gaza

○ $10 bn US pledge (unspecified 
use)

● Trump claims: will function "in 
conjunction with UN"

Concerns of India Being a Part
● Risk to Multilateralism: India's 

commitment to the UN
● Mandate Creep: Charter is "for the 

world"
● Potential for India-Pakistan Meddling: 

Trump's past claims
● Pakistan's Presence
● Trump’s passion project
● Trump's Unpredictability
● Parallel Body Risk

Why India Has Joined as an Observer
● Circumspect Engagement
● Maintains Bilateral Ties
● Presence in the Room
● Counter Pakistan's Moves
● Ringside View on West Asia
● Ahead of PM's Israel Visit
● Risk Mitigation
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Q1. Consider the following statements regarding 
Brazil:

1. Brazil shares a border with every country in 
South America except Chile and Ecuador.

2. Brazil shares a land boundary with Peru and 
Colombia.

3. Brazil has a coastline only along the Pacific 
Ocean.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q2. With reference to the implementation of the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), consider the 
following statements:

1. Citizenship is a subject under the Union List of 
the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution.

2. The constitution of the Empowered 
Committees for processing CAA applications 
is done by the State Government 
independently.

3. The Central Government appoints the 
Chairperson of the Empowered Committee 
under the Citizenship Rules.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q3. With reference to judicial decisions relating to 
marriage and individual autonomy, consider the 
following statements: 

1. In Shafin Jahan v. K.M. Ashokan (2018), the 
Supreme Court upheld the right of an adult to 
marry a person of their choice.

2. In Shafin Jahan, the Supreme Court affirmed 
the power of the State to act as parens 
patriae to invalidate marriages of consenting 
adults.

3. In Supriyo Chakraborty v. Union of India, the 
Supreme Court declined to legally recognise 
same-sex marriages and held that there is 
no fundamental right to marry.

How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. With reference to the SANKALP (Skills 
Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for 
Livelihood Promotion) programme, consider the 
following statements:

1. It is implemented by the Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship.

2. It is a World Bank–assisted project aimed at 
strengthening the overall skilling ecosystem 
in India.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q 5. With reference to the United Nations Charter, 
consider the following statements:

1. Article 2(4) of the UN Charter prohibits the 
threat or use of force against the territorial 
integrity or political independence of any 
State.

2. Article 2(4) permits the use of force if a 
country considers it necessary to protect its 
national interests.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 only 
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b
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