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CONTEXT: An Article in IE, reflecting on the Issue of Urbanisation getting political 
attention, we present a comprehensive lowdown on the issue of Inclusivity in urban 
Areas.
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MAINS PYQ 2023 AND 2025 : Same same 
but different  

Significance of Urbanisation 

● India is the second largest urban system in the 
world  - 11% of the total global urban population 
living in Indian cities. ( Niti Aayog ) 

● City contributes - 60 % GDP - 3% land area. 
● Centre of Eminence - Institutions
● Acculturation Role; Social mobility 
● Raising Living standards - The average MPCE in 

rural and urban India in 2023-24 has been 
estimated to be Rs. 4,122 and Rs. 6,996, respectively 

● Future of Growth
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Political Focus shift, But 
challenges remain.  

● Overcrowding - Housing Shortage : 
MoHUA 2018 - 2O Mn. shortfall of 
Housing unit. 

○ Slum Creation - Census 2011 - 
17.3 % popu in slums, Creation 
of vicious cycle 

● Environmental Challenges - 
Pollution, Resources - Aravali, 

● Infrastructural Bottlenecks - 
● Inequality - Urban crime - social 

Challenge 
● According to the NCRB Crime in India 2023 

report, urban crime in 19 major Indian 
metropolitan cities surged by 10.6% 
compared to 2022, with a total of 9,44,291 
cognizable crimes registered, Variety 

● Question on Sustainability - 

Causes of Issues 

● Planning - 65% of the 7933 urban 
settlements do not have any master 
plan. 

● Political - Prioritisation of Market led 
development 

● Urban Apathy - 
● Structural issues

○ lack of Decentralisation.
○ Lack of sustainable finances 

for urban india - 
■ Own revenues of ULBs 

account for only ~30–35% of 
total municipal receipts

■ Lack of Diversification 
○ Missing Capacity building 

● Implementation issues of schemes
Smart city - 
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Mains Practise Question
Question : Despite being engines of 
economic growth, Indian cities remain 
deeply unequal and exclusionary.”
Critically examine the major challenges to 
social and economic inclusivity in urban 
India. 
(15 Marks, 250 words)

Way Forward for Resilient 
sustainable urban India 

● Investments - (~USD 840 billion by 
2036) to meet the demands of its 
fast-growing urban population - 

○ Transit oriented development - 
walkable living spaces

● Satellite cities to decongest eg. 
● Organic but planned redevelopment  

- of villages to city with focus on new 
economic opportunities. 
Eg. Hauz Khas Village, Shahpur Jat 
village. 

● Cues from Global case studies. 
Eg. - Baan Mankong Project Thailand
Indian Suitability

● Political Empowerment of Urban 
Governance 

● Participatory Leadership  - UN 
Habitat Report 2017 - “ Cities Alive”  - 
Women 

● Social Movements -  
● Environment at the centre
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CONTEXT: Recent Write up on Indian tourism, allows a closer look at the 
challenges and potential of India’s Tourism sector.
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● Reflection in past PYQs

Facts of the matter : 

● Inbound vs Outbound -  As on 
June 2025, inbound tourism 
stood at 16.5 lakh visitors, 
while outbound tourism was 
recorded at 84.4 lakh 
travellers. 

● Total Arrival - 56 lakh - till  
August 2025, Singapore - 116 

● Foreign Exchange earning - 
2022 - 17.6 Bn$ ; Thailand - 60 
bn$
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Facts of the matter : 

● GDP Contribution overall - 5.1 
%  - 15.73 lakh crore ; 1766 Mn. 
Domestic 

● Jobs - Periodic Labour Force 
Survey (PLFS), the sector 
generated 36.90 million direct 
employments and 47.72 million 
indirect employments, 
together accounting for 13.34% 
of total employment in the 
economy.

● Domestic - UP and Tamil Nadu 
● Foreign Tourist - Gj and 

Maharashtra

Root cause of Problems 
1. Infrastructure Deficit - Poor last-mile 
connectivity and inadequate urban 
amenities at tourist destinations reduce 
visitor experience.

2. Governance & Coordination Gaps 
-Tourism being a State subject leads to 
fragmented planning and weak 
Centre–State execution.

Taxation 

3. Skill & Service Quality Issue -Shortage of 
trained hospitality workers and guides 
lowers service standards and repeat 
tourism.

4. Safety & Perception Concerns - Issues 
related to safety, hygiene, and 
overcrowding negatively impact India’s 
global tourism image.

5. Limited Marketing & Product Diversity - 
Over-reliance on few tourist circuits and 
weak promotion of niche tourism restrict 
growth potential
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Mains Practise Question
Question : Despite immense cultural, 
natural, and historical assets, India’s 
tourism sector has not realised its full 
potential.”Analyse the key challenges 
faced by the tourism sector in India and 
suggest measures to unlock its growth 
potential.
(15 Marks, 250 words)

Other steps - 
Regional Connectivity - UDAN, Vande 
Bharat 
Luxury travel - Palace on wheels  

Suggestions to make India - 
appealable 

● Marketing the Niche 
● Newer promotion  - Taglines  

-Experience the Infinite 
● Involving Locals and creation  of 

Decentralised tourism  - 
● Standardising the service sector 
● Bridging Infra Gap WB report.  - by 

Investment - PPP, AMP 
● Tourist friendly Immigration policy 
● Sustainable Tourism 
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Constitutional Basis
● Provided under Article 87 of 

the Indian Constitution , 
Governor - 176 President 
addresses both Houses of 
Parliament assembled 
together

When is it delivered?
● First session after each 

General Election and First 
session of every year 
(Budget Session)

Nature of the Address
● Not the President’s personal 

views

● Reflects the policies and 
programmes of the Council 
of Ministers

Who drafts it?
● Drafted by the Council of 

MinistersApproved by the 
Cabinet

Follow-up Procedure
● Motion of Thanks moved in 

both Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha

● Members may propose 
amendments but Defeat of 
Motion of Thanks = lack of 
confidence in the 
government
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Tirukkural (Tamil: “Sacred Couplets”) 
also called Kural, is a classic Tamil text 
written by Thiruvalluvar, believed to 
have lived sometime between the 2nd 
century BCE and the 5th century CE.

● It has had an immense influence on 
Tamil culture and life.

● It is a collection of 1,330 couplets 
(kurals) that offer timeless wisdom 
on various aspects of life, including 
ethics, governance, love, and 
spirituality. 

● Sree Narayana Guru (20 August 1856 – 
20 September 1928) was a saint, 
philosopher, spiritual leader, and social 
reformer from Kerala.

● The Guru was born into an Ezhava family 
● Philosophy: “One Caste, One Religion, 

One God for Mankind” and is a core 
message advocated by Shri Narayana 
Guru.

● Later changed by Sahodaran Ayyapan 
● Aruvippuram Movement (1888): Sree 

Narayana Guru consecrated a Shiva idol 
at Aruvippuram, Kerala - symbolising 
resistance against social injustice..

● Under the Indian Companies Act, the Sri 
Narayana Guru Dharma Paripalana 
Yogam (SNDP) was established in 1903.

● The Guru also led the ‘Vaikom 
Satyagraha’ protest movement against 
caste discrimination, untouchability, and 
inequality
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● Honour Killing = Honour killing (also 
known as custom killing or shame 
killing) is an extreme form of violence, 
typically murder, committed by 
family or community members 
against a relative—most often a 
woman—who is perceived to have 
brought "dishonour" upon the family, 
clan, or community.

● Faulty definition 
● Reasons for rejection - provision 

already exist 
○ Section 103 - BNS  = Murder

● Real and portrayed in reel as well 
● Indian - Manoj and Babli, Nitish 

Katara 
● Global - Qandeel Baloch 
● Fundamental Right : Right to choose 

- Shafin Jahan Vs KM ashokan 
● SC guidelines - 
● No right to marry - Supriyo 

Chakrabarty 
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● What it is:
 US-led ministerial-level 
international forum on 
critical minerals

● Launched by:
 United States Department of 
Energy (DoE) - NOT UN 

● Nature:
 Non-treaty, voluntary 
cooperation platform

● Objective:
 Secure reliable, diversified, 
and resilient supply chains of 
critical minerals

● Why important:
 Critical minerals are essential 
for
 → Clean energy transition 
(EVs, batteries, solar, wind)
 → Defence & strategic 
technologies
 → Advanced electronics & 
semiconductors
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● Key minerals covered:
 Lithium, Cobalt, Nickel, Graphite, Rare 
Earth Elements (REEs)

● Participants include:
 USA, India, Australia, Canada, Japan, 
South Korea, EU countries

● Linked initiatives:
 • Minerals Security Partnership (MSP)
 • QUAD cooperation on critical minerals

● INDIA ‘s NCMM - January 2025, India 
responded with the National Critical 
Mineral Mission (NCMM), launched for a 
period of seven years from 2024-25 to 
2030-31,

●  with a proposed expenditure of 
Rs.16,300 crore and an expected 
investment of Rs.18,000 crore by Public 
Sector Undertakings (PSUs) and other 
stakeholders

○
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●  5 Writs - mentioned in the 
constitution  

● Article 32 - “is the Heart of the 
constitution and the very soul of 
it “  - B. R. Ambedkar 
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Q1. Regarding Tirukkural, consider the 
following statements:

1. It is composed of around 1,330 couplets 
known as kurals.

2. It deals exclusively with religious and 
spiritual themes.

3. Its author, Thiruvalluvar, is generally 
believed to have lived around the 2nd 
century BCE to the 5th century CE.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. Regarding urban development initiatives 
in India,  consider the following statements: 

1. AMRUT focuses on ensuring universal 
access to water supply and sewerage 
services in selected cities.

2. Smart Cities Mission provides a statutory 
status to Urban Local Bodies to enhance 
urban governance.

3. PMAY-Urban aims at providing housing 
for all through a credit-linked subsidy.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q3. Regarding the National Critical Mineral 
Mission,  consider the following statements: 

1. It aims to secure domestic supply chains 
for select critical minerals through 
exploration, mining, and recycling.

2. It is implemented solely by the Ministry of 
Mines.

3. It seeks to reduce India’s import dependence 
for strategic minerals used in clean energy and 
high-technology sectors.
Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 2 and 3 only 
b) 1, 2 and 3
c) 1 and 2 only
d) 1 and 3 only 

Answer: d

Q4. Regarding writs issued by constitutional 
courts in India, consider the following 
statements:

1. Habeas Corpus can be issued against 
both public authorities and private 
individuals.

2. Mandamus can be issued to enforce a 
private contract.

3. Certiorari can never be issued even if the 
petitioner has no personal interest in the 
matter.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q5. Consider the following statements:
1. The Wakhan Corridor provides 

Afghanistan with a narrow land link to 
China.

2. The Amu Darya forms a part of 
Afghanistan’s northern boundary.

3. The Helmand River drains into the 
Caspian Sea.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 only
d) 3 only

Answer: b




