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Because of its scale + scope + strategic depth

Why is it called the “Mother of All Deals”?

👥 Population Covered ~1.9 billion ppl

🌍 Share of Global GDP ~25%

🌐 Share of Global 
Trade

~11–12%

Global Trade 🚢 $11 Trillion (out of $33 Trillion 
global)

🧾 Countries India + 27 EU nations

📦 Coverage: Goods + Services + Investment + Digital + 
Sustainability

European Union: 
Customs Union of 27 countries China-ASEAN deal

The Trade Statistics: 
Bilateral Trade Report Card 

(FY 2025)

Category India Exports to EU 📤 EU Exports to India 📥

Goods $75.85 Billion $60.68 Billion

Services $30.00 Billion $23.00 Billion

Total $105.85 Billion $83.68 Billion

Total Bilateral Trade: >$190 Billion.
India's Merchandise Trade Surplus: +$15.17 Billion.

💶 Investment & Strategic Ties

FDI Inflow (EU to India):

● $117.4 Billion (since 2000).
● Share: 16.5% of India's total FDI.
● Presence: 6,000 EU firms operate in India.

FDI Outflow (India to EU): ~$40 Billion
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What has been agreed: 🟢 Tariff Liberalisation

EU → India
✅ Tariffs 
cut/eliminated on 
96.6% of EU exports

🚗 Auto tariffs:

● From 110% → 
10% (over 5 
years)

● Quota: 250,000 
vehicles/year

🍷 Alcohol:

● Wine: 20–30%
● Spirits: 40%
● Beer: 50%

✈ Aircraft & spacecraft: 
Near-zero tariffs
🏗 Machinery, chemicals, 
pharma: major cuts

India → EU

✅ Tariffs removed on
 99–99.5% of Indian 
exports (by value) ove
r 7 years

Major gainers:

👕 Textiles & garments

🐟 Marine products

💎 Gems & jewellery

🧪 Chemicals

📱 Electronics

⚙ Engineering goods

Estimated €4 billion/year tariff savings for EU 

exporters

Potential doubling of EU exports to India by 2032
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Other details of the deal

Services & Investment
Services Liberalisation

EU gets better access to:

🏦 Financial services
🚢 Maritime services
󰳕 IT-enabled services
📊 Business & professional services

India benefits in:

● IT & telecom
● Transport services
● Skilled mobility

CBAM

● Indian exporters NOT 
exempted from EU’s CBAM 
(carbon tax)

● Affects:
a. Steel
b. Aluminium
c. Cement
d. Fertilisers

● EU gave assurances of 
flexibility, but no blanket 
waiver

What is 
EXCLUDED?

🚫 Sensitive sectors 
excluded to protect 
farmers & food security:

❌ Dairy
❌ Beef
❌ Sugar
❌ Rice
❌ Soya
➡ Protects India’s 
agriculture & rural 
livelihoods

UPSC PYQ (P) 2017

Q. 'Broad-based Trade and 
Investment Agreement (BTIA)' is 
sometimes seen in the news in 
the context of negotiations held 
between India and:

(a) European Union 
(b) Gulf Cooperation Council 
(c) Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development 
(d) Shanghai Cooperation Organization

UPSC PYQ (P) 2010

In the context of bilateral trade negotiations 
between India and European Union, what is 
the difference between European 
Commission and European Council?

1. European Commission represents the 
EU in trade negotiations whereas 
European Council participates in 
legislation of EU.

2. European Commission comprises the 
Heads of State or Government of 
member countries whereas European 
Council comprises of the persons 
nominated by European Parliament.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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🌪 The "Perfect Storm": Why Now

🚀 Driver 1: The 
"US Bully" Effect 
(Protectionism) 
󰑔

The Attack on India
● 50% Tariffs
● Labour-intensive sectors

The Attack on the EU
● 30% tariffs on EU: 

Greenland
● EU's strict tech 

regulations
● The "Fake" Deal

🐲 Driver 2: The 
"China Trap" 
(Overcapacity) 
󰎩

China has a massive $1.2 
Trillion Trade Surplus

● EU imposed 35% tariffs 
on Chinese EVs

󰏅 Driver 3: The "Brexit FOMO"India-UK Deal (July 2025)

● India signed a deal with 
the UK before the EU

● India allowed UK-made 
cars with lower duties.

● EU's Panic

Sector 📝 The Deal Mechanics

🚗 
Automobiles

Duty cut from 110% ➡ 10%.

Catch: Limited to a Quota of 
250,000 cars/year.

🍷 Alcohol Duty Cuts: Reduced to 40% for 
Spirits and 20-30% for Wines.

💼 Services Privileged Access: Easier 
movement for Indian IT and skilled 
professionals.

🌿 Climate €500 Million for green transition.
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🏁 A "Decade of Diplomacy," Not a "Trump Panic"

CONTEXT : 󰏝🤝󰎾 India–EU FTA 2026 is one of the largest bilateral trade deals in global 
history.
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Mains Practise Question
Analyse the strategic and 
economic implications of the 
India-EU FTA for India.
(15 Marks, 250 words)

CONTEXT : 󰏝🤝󰎾 India–EU FTA 2026 is one of the largest bilateral trade deals in global 
history.



CONTEXT: On January 27, 2026, a Supreme Court Bench led by CJI Surya Kant heard a 
petition by acid attack survivor Shaheen Malik.

SC on Acid Attacks
The 

Analyst 
Handout

 28th January 2026 

💔 Shaheen Malik’s Story

Shaheen was attacked in her 20s. She is now 42.

She underwent 25 surgeries. She lost her 
eyes (one partially recovered) and her 

identity.

After fighting for 16 years, the trial court 
acquitted the attackers recently.

The CJI promised to appoint the "best legal 
aid counsel" for her appeal.

Law Commission (226th Report, 2009)
● Gender-specific crime
● Targeting women to destroy their 

appearance and identity

🧪 What is an Acid Attack?

📊 The Grim Statistics

● 2021: 176 cases
● 2022: 202 cases
● 2023: 207 cases (+ 65 

attempted attacks)
●
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⚖ Legal Framework: The Shield Against Acid 🛡

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita , 2023

● Section 124: Treats acid attack as a specific, 
serious offence.

● Punishment: Minimum 10 years 
imprisonment, extendable to Life.

● Fine: "Just and reasonable" fine to cover the 
victim's medical expenses.

● Attempts: Even an attempt to throw acid is 
punishable by 5-7 years in jail.

● Mandatory Treatment: All hospitals (Public 
& Private) MUST provide free first 
aid/treatment. Denial is a crime.

● NALSA Scheme (2016): 
Provides priority legal aid 
to victims.

● Poisons Act (1919): States 
frame rules under this to 
control acid sale (Model 
Rules 2013), though 
implementation is weak.

Other Provisions
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⚖ Legal Framework: 3 Major Legal Shifts Proposed

Supreme Court on Malik’s case

1. Rejection of "Reformative Justice" 🚫
○ Gandhian principle: "Hate the crime, 

not the criminal"
○ SC's Stance: For acid attacks, the SC 

explicitly rejected this.
○ Attacker deserves "Extraordinary 

Punitive Measures"
2. New Approach: Deterrent & Retributive 

Justice
○ Police should investigate the 

attacker's property details during 
the probe. 

○ The Court should ban the attacker 
from selling/transferring these assets

○ If Convicted: Auction the assets.
3. Shifting the "Onus" (Burden of Proof) 🔄

The CJI compared it to Dowry Death 
(Section 304B IPC / Sec 80 BNS). In dowry 
death cases, if a woman dies unnaturally 
within 7 years of marriage, the law 
presumes the husband is guilty unless he 
proves otherwise.

🚀 Way Forward

Bangladesh Model

Justice Delivery

Disability Norms

Administrative accountability for 
SDMs

494 (2002) to 13 (2024)
Sealing illegal shops within 30 

days + Campaigns

Training for judges/prosecutors
Fast-Track Courts

Move beyond the rigid "40% 
disability" rule.

National Survivor FundJustice Verma Committee 
(2013)

Strict Enforcement
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Mains Practise Question

Retributive justice is often seen as 
archaic, yet the Supreme Court 
has advocated for it in acid attack 
cases. Discuss the ethical and 
legal arguments for seizing assets 
of convicts to compensate 
victims.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Established in July 2000. It is a joint venture between:

Ministry of MSME + SIDBI 

Status: It is a Trust, not a Bank.
Fee: borrower pays an Annual Guarantee Fee to CGTMSE
Default: CGTMSE pays within 30 days of the claim.
Maximum Loan Limit: (2025-26): ₹10 Crore

🏗 What is Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises?

Category of Borrower Guarantee Coverage

Micro Enterprises (<₹5L) 85%

Women Entrepreneurs 󰠀 90% 

SC/ST Entrepreneurs 85%

ZED Certified Units 85%

NER / J&K / Ladakh 80%

General Category (>₹50L) 75%
"Hybrid Security" Model
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Collateral-Free Loans for Delhi's MSMEs

Sectors Covered

Special Focus: 
● Women Entrepreneurs
● First-Time 

Entrepreneurs

MSMEs are the 2nd largest 
employer

🎯 
Target 
Audien

ce & 
Impact
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⚛ Part 1: The Nuclear Pact (India-Euratom)

What is Euratom?

European Atomic Energy Community
● Established in 1957
● Separate legal entity from EU
● Coordinate research
● Ensure the safety of nuclear energy 

across Europe

The 2020 Foundation vs. 2026 Upgrade

2026 Upgrade

● Focus 1: Advanced 
Materials

● Focus 2: 
Radiopharmaceuticals

● Focus 3: Horizon Europe

"Non-Power Applications": 
● Cobalt-60
● Mutant seeds
● Isotope hydrology

The 2020 Agreement: 
● R&D in peaceful uses
● Safety, radioactive waste 

management, and radiation 
protection
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🏭 Part 2: The Trade War Averted (CBAM)

What 
India 
Wanted

What India Got 

Exemption No Exemption, 
but "Flexibilities".

Fair 
Treatment

Most-Favoured 
Nation (MFN) 
Assurance.

Recognitio
n

Recognition of 
Verifiers.

Tech 
Support

Financial 
Assistance.



SYLLABUS : Prelims: Jal Jeevan Mission Scheme
GS 2 Paper : Governance/Social Justice and  Infrastructure
Newspaper: The Indian ExpressPage Number: 5 

Jal Jeevan Mission
 Scheme ID 

                                                               

The 
Analyst 
Handout

28th January 2026 

Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Jal Shakti 

(Department of Drinking Water & Sanitation).

Target: To provide Functional Household Tap 

Connection to every rural household by 2024 

(extended to 2025-26 for some states).

The "Golden Number": 55 LPCD (Litres Per Capita per Day).

🚰 What is Jal Jeevan Mission?

📈 Current Status (As of 2025)

● Approx 80% of rural households
● 100% Saturation Achieved: Goa, 

Telangana, Haryana, Gujarat, Punjab, Himachal 
Pradesh, and UTs like A&N Islands, Puducherry.

● Lagging States: WB, Rajasthan, Jharkhand

🏛The New "Rules”: Context first
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🏛The New "Rules”

15-Day Test

● Old Way: States claimed 
funds based on "Physical 
Progress"

● New Way: Future funds are 
linked to Service Delivery

To stop the phenomenon of "Ghost 
Taps"
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🖥 What’s New in Census 2027?

📱 Digital Transformation

✅ Mobile App (Android, iOS)
 ✅ Enumerators use personal smartphones
 ✅ Houselisting Block Creator
 ✅ Census Management and Monitoring System
 ✅ Web Portal for Self-Enumeration (for both phases)
 ✅ Caste enumeration included

Census 2027 Timeline Description

🏠 Phase 1: 
Houselisting 
& Housing 
Census 

April 
2026

Info about housing 
condition, water, 
toilets, etc.

👥 Phase 2: 
Population 
Enumeration 

Februar
y 2027

Demographic and 
socio-economic 
data collection

📱 👥 The "Hybrid" Workforce Model

Core Field Force: "Government Officials" 󰠕
● Census Act, 1948: Only a public servant is authorized to 

enter your home and demand data
● Who: 31 Lakh Enumerators.
● Task: Each enumerator surveys 750–800 people.
● Pay (Honorarium): ₹25,000 (one-time/project basis).
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"Private Technical Assistants" 💻

● Hiring Mode: Outsourced. Not direct govt employees.
● Contract: Short-term (Max 18 Months).
● Pay: Max ₹25,000 per month

Level Private 
Technical 
Assistants

MTS 
(Office 
Helpers)

State Level 4 2

District 
Level

2 1

Municipal 
Corp

2 1

Tehsil 
(Charge)

1 0
Note: There are 700+ 
Districts in India, so this 
is a massive 
recruitment drive via 
agencies.

📱 👥 The "Hybrid" Workforce Model



SYLLABUS : Prelims: Doomsday Clock 
GS 2 and 3 Paper : IR/ Science/Security
Newspaper: The Hindu Page Number:  14 

Doomsday Clock 
The 

Analyst 
Handout

28th January 2026 

🕰 Doomsday Clock

A symbolic clock face that represents how close 
humanity is to destroying the world with dangerous 

technologies of its own making.

Midnight (12:00 AM): Global Catastrophe

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists
● 1945, University of Chicago scientists
● Manhattan Project

DECISION: Science and Security Board + Board of 
Sponsors
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🚨 Why 85 Seconds to Midnight?

"Most dangerous phase"

● US pivot back to fossil fuels
● AI’s Information Armageddon
● Synthetic Mirror Life = 

Super-Invasive Species/ 
Bioweapons 

● Erosion of Democracy



Q 1. With reference to legal provisions relating to 
acid attacks in India, consider the following 
statements:

1. Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, treats acid 
attack as a distinct and serious offence.

2. The minimum punishment prescribed for an 
acid attack under BNS, 2023 is ten years’ 
imprisonment, which may extend to life 
imprisonment.

3. An attempt to throw acid is punishable with 
imprisonment extending up to seven years.

4. All hospitals, whether public or private, are 
legally mandated to provide free first aid and 
treatment to acid attack victims.

How many of the above statements are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: d

Q2.  With reference to the Credit Guarantee Fund 
Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE), 
consider the following statements:

1. CGTMSE was established in July 2000 as a 
joint initiative of the Ministry of MSME and 
SIDBI.

2. CGTMSE directly provides loans to micro and 
small enterprises.

3. Borrowers are required to pay an annual 
guarantee fee under the CGTMSE scheme.

How many of the above statements are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q3. With reference to the European Atomic Energy 
Community (Euratom), consider the following 
statements:

1. Euratom was established under the Treaty of 
Rome in 1957.

2. It is legally distinct from the European Union, 
though it shares common institutions.

3. Euratom has the mandate to promote the 
peaceful use of nuclear energy, including 
research coordination and safety standards.

4. Euratom functions as a regulatory body 
under the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA).

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

 Answer: a

Q4. Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, the service level 
for providing drinking water to rural households is 
defined as:

a) 40 litres per capita per day
b) 55 litres per capita per day
c) 70 litres per capita per day
d) 100 litres per capita per day

 Answer: b

Q5. With reference to the Doomsday Clock, 
consider the following statements:

1. It is a symbolic clock maintained by the 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists to represent 
how close humanity is to a global 
catastrophe.

2. Midnight on the clock represents that a state 
of global nuclear war has taken place.

3. The clock is periodically adjusted in 
response to threats such as nuclear 
weapons, climate change, and emerging 
technologies.

4. The United Nations Security Council takes 
the decision to reset the clock.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1, 2 and 3 only
c) 2 and 4 only
d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: a
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