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World Order in 2026: Power, 
Politics & India

CONTEXT: It is a mixed bag as far as the global  outlook for 2026 is concerned

World Order?

Decline of the Rules-Based 
International Order

● Post 2nd W.W. - World Order - anchored 
in -

● By 2026, this order - being tested by 
great power assertiveness -

● Reflects realist geopolitics - 

The Doctrinal Resurgence - “Donroe 
Doctrine” 

● Historical Monroe Doctrine (1823) - Key 
Principles - 

● Modern U.S. Interpretation - 2 aspects - 
● U.S. National Security Strategy (2025)

Major Regional Dynamics

Europe

● Criticised for losing strategic autonomy
- Excessive Dependence on US
- Economic and Energy Vulnerabilities
- Industrial Decline
- Technological Dependence

West Asia: Temporary Calm, Deep 
Instability

● Israel–Palestine - 
● Iran 

- faces internal unrest - claims to 
fight on four fronts - 

- US and Israel - 
- More sanctions and conflicts - 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh

● Af-Pak
● Pakistan - 27TH Amendment & US 

Embrace
● Bangladesh - Democratic ‘uncertainty’

China’s Rising Strategic Confidence

● Successfully handled US Tariffs
● Strengthened manufacturing and supply 

chains - 
● Dominance - Clean Tech & Rare Earth 

Exports - India’s Dependency
● Expanding presence - 

India’s Foreign Policy 
Challenges: Four Vectors

A. India–U.S. Relations

● Strategic Convergence - Indo-Pacific, 
Defence Cooperation

● Strategic Frictions - Russian Oil 

B. India–China Economic Relations

● Trade Landscape - 
● Strategic Dependencies - import 

dependence - across strategic sectors - 
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CONTEXT: It is a mixed bag as far as the global  outlook for 2026 is concerned

C. India–Russia Relations

● Discounted Crude
● Issues - Defence Platforms; Lack of 

Diversification

D. India–Pakistan and Regional 
Security

● Military Dominance
● US–Pakistan Engagement

India’s Way Forward: Policy 
Recommendations

● Economic Resilience Strategy - Expansion 

of PLI Schemes; SM; MSMEs

● India’s Defence Modernisation - Strategic 

Reforms; Manufacturing Push; JVs

● Economic Diplomacy - Supply Chain 

Diversification - REs, APIs, High Tech

● Energy Security - SPRs, Diversification

● Soft Power and Cultural Diplomacy - SSC

● Issue-based Partnership - Climate, Trade, 

Digital Governance, etc.

Mains Practise Question:
The current world order reflects a shift from 

rules-based governance to power-based 

politics. Elaborate with reference to regional 

dynamics. In this context, also discuss the 

challenges to India’s foreign policy and 

suggest a way forward. 

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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The Importance of Pax Silica 
for India

CONTEXT: India seeks to join it as it has a strong digital infrastructure, and a 
growing  AI market

What is Pax Silica?

On December 12, 2025, the U.S. convened the first Pax 
Silica Summit to:
● Secure supply chains of CMs
● Strengthen SC and AI manufacturing
● Build trusted digital infrastructure
● Reduce coercive economic dependencies

Why Pax Silica? — Countering 
China
China dominates - REE supply chain; 
export controls - strategic leverage.

Key Incidents:
● China restricted REE exports after 

U.S. tariffs.
● India faced shortages of rare-earth 

magnets.
● India had to give assurances - 

China

Lessons from COVID-19: dangers of 
over-dependence

● India, Japan, Australia launched 
SCRI (2021)

● Quad launched CMI (2025)

What India Brings to Pax Silica?

● Strong digital public infrastructure
● Rapidly expanding AI market
● AI Mission & Semiconductor Mission 

with large funding
● Investments by Tata Group and 

Micron
● Growing AI startup ecosystem
● Large pool of highly trained 

engineers returning from the U.S.
● Existing collaborations with Japan, 

Singapore, Israel

India’s Key Challenges

● Strategic Position: India would be: 
First developing country & First 
non-US ally member

● May antagonise China - 
● Strategic Autonomy: Dilution of 

independent foreign policy
● Industrial Policy Conflict: India will 

seek to protect domestic firms - 
may face resistance from Pax Silica 
members 
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The Importance of Pax Silica 
for India

CONTEXT: India seeks to join it as it has a strong digital infrastructure, and a 
growing  AI market

● Limited Exploration & Technological Gaps 

- Lack of Investments

● Weak Recycling Ecosystem 

Way Forward for India

● India should engage more deeply with 

Pax Silica 

● Balance participation with protection of 

strategic autonomy.

● Strengthen domestic semiconductor and 

AI ecosystems.

● Carefully manage relations with both 

China and Western technology blocs.

Mains Practise Question:

“The emergence of Pax Silica reflects the 

growing strategic importance of 

semiconductors, rare earth elements 

and Artificial Intelligence in global 

geopolitics.” Discuss the objectives of 

Pax Silica and examine its implications 

for India’s strategic autonomy and 

technological development.

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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Q1. How many of the following pairs of 
copper-bearing regions and their corresponding 
states is/are correctly matched?

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below.

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding 
the Chagos Islands:

1. The Chagos Islands came under British 
control in 1814 following the Treaty of Paris.

2. The archipelago is located in the Indian 
Ocean and lies to the north-east of Mauritius.

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding 

the Enforcement Directorate:

1. It is a law enforcement and economic 

intelligence agency under the Ministry of 

Home Affairs.

2. It enforces the provisions of the Prevention of 

Money Laundering Act, 2002, and the Fugitive 

Economic Offenders Act, 2018.

3. It was established in 1957 to deal with 

violations under the Foreign Exchange 

Regulation Act, 1947.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q4. Consider the following statements regarding 

the composition of the Commission for Air Quality 

Management:

1. The Chairperson of the Commission holds 

office for a term of five years or until 

attaining the age of 70 years, whichever is 

earlier.

2. The Commission includes technical 

members from bodies such as the Central 

Pollution Control Board, the Indian Space 

Research Organisation, and NITI Aayog.

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b

Q5.  With reference to the Supply Chain Resilience 

Initiative, consider the following statements:

1. It aims to reduce excessive dependence on 

any single country and foster a virtuous 

cycle of strengthening supply chain 

resilience.

2. The United States is a founding member of 

this initiative.

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a
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S.No Copper-bearing 
regions

States

1. Jhunjhunu belt Madhya Pradesh

2. Malanjkhand mine Rajasthan

3. Singhbhum belt Jharkhand




