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European Union (FTA)

Key Challenges for India
• Market access rules
• Data standards
• Sustainability requirements

What India Stands to Gain
• Enhanced access to European markets
• Integration into reworked global value 

chains
• Insurance against U.S. trade pressure

Why the EU Wants the FTA
• De-risking from China
• Hedging against U.S. unpredictability
• Strategic partnership with a large, stable 

market

BRICS 
Core Issue: 
� Expanded Membership, Differentiated 

Priorities - Expansion has increased 
BRICS’ size but reduced coherence.

� What BRICS Members Want
• Stronger Global South voice in global 

governance
• Fairer representation in IMF, World Bank, 

UN institutions
• Credible alternatives in development 

finance (less conditional, more 
accessible)

What India Can Do (As Chair, 2026)
• Shift BRICS from declarations to 

delivery

• Use New Development Bank (NDB) 
more effectively by:

• Expanding guarantees
• Supporting bankable infrastructure and 

development projects
• Introduce practical toolkits to 

implement summit decisions

� Word of Caution for India
• Avoid BRICS drifting into: Anti-West 

rhetoric, or Aggressive 
de-dollarisation agenda

QUAD (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue) 

• What Littoral states want - Capacity 
without being drawn into great power 
rivalries

• Options for India – It can make the Quad 
useful by turning capabilities into 
services that others can access.

• The Quad’s agenda on maritime domain 
awareness and resilient ports 

• Challenges – USA - Trade differences 
with partners vs broader cooperation.

Challenges of Traditional Multilateralism

1. Decision-Making Paralysis

2. Geopolitical Polarisation

3. Weak Delivery Capacity
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4. Declining Representation and 
Credibility

Minilateral and Coalition-Based 
Diplomacy
1. Faster Decision-Making and Flexibility
2. Issue-Based Cooperation
3. Delivery of Global Public Goods
4. Strategic Autonomy Through 
Multi-Alignment

Challenges Associated with Minilateral 
Diplomacy

1. Exclusionary Risks - Non-members may 
perceive Minilateral as elite or divisive.
2. Overlapping and Fragmented 
Institutions - Proliferation of forums can 
dilute coherence.
3. Risk of Great-Power Pressure - 
Participation may attract economic or 
strategic retaliation.
4. Limited Legitimacy Compared to 
Multilateral Forums - Minilateral lack 
universal representation and legal 
authority.

Way Forward: Making Minilateralism Work 
Without Weakening Multilateralism
1. Adopt a Complementarity Approach - 
Use multilateral forums for legitimacy and 
norm-setting, deploy Minilateral 
coalitions for implementation and 
delivery.
2. Prioritise Function Over Form - Limit 
participation to coalitions where India can 
deliver capabilities, not just attend 
summits.
3. Keep Coalitions Open and Modular - 
Design coalitions that allow issue-based 
entry and exit, reducing exclusion 
concerns.
4. Balance Strategic Signalling with 
Economic Interests - Avoid ideological 
positioning that risks trade retaliation or 
technology denial. Emphasise reformist, 
problem-solving narratives over bloc 
politics.
6. Institutionalise Delivery Mechanisms - 
Move beyond joint statements to: Financing 
tools, Timelines, Measurable outcomes
7. Maintain Strategic Autonomy as a 
Method, Not a Slogan
Treat strategic autonomy as the ability to 
choose partnerships issue-wise, not 
equidistance from all powers.
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Mains Practice Question

Q. Evolving geopolitical realities have given 
impetus to the Minilateral and 
coalition-based diplomacy rather than 
traditional multilateral forums. Examine 
while highlighting how India can leverage 
such platforms to advance its strategic and 
economic interests without undermining 
multilateral institutions. ( 15 Marks / 250 
words) 
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Arguments in Favour of SIR 2.0
1. Improving Electoral Roll Accuracy
2. Addressing Legacy Errors
3. Use of Digital Infrastructure to reduce 
human discretion and manipulation
4. Preventing Electoral Malpractices
5. Long-Term Administrative Benefits

1. Digital Capacity vs Ground Reality

• ECINet supports: 
� Data verification
� Cross-checks
� Audit trails

• Yet the process relies on:
� Paper forms
� Physical hearings
� Short-notice summons

2. Reversal of Accountability

• Errors originate from:
� Defective 2002–04 rolls
� Legacy data inconsistencies

• Burden placed on:
� Elderly citizens
� Retired officials
� Monks and professionals

3. Population and Identity Issues
• Non-mapped voters include:
� Migrants
� Urban renters
� Religious renunciates (monks)

• Highlights limits of:
� Static residence-based identity
� Legacy family-name based verification

4. Risk of Exclusion and 
Disenfranchisement – (UP-SIR roll lists 
12.56 crore voters. Vs Panchayat SIR records 
12.69 crore voters in rural areas alone )

5. Legal and Ethical Concerns
� Use of Form 6 forces voters to declare: 

“Never enrolled earlier”
• Exposure to criminal liability under BNS, 

2023.

Way Forward 
1. Digital-by-Default, 
Assisted-on-Demand
• Mandatory use of ECINet's for verification
• BLOs as facilitators, not adjudicators
2. Decouple Legacy Errors from Citizen 
Liability
• Automatic restoration for voters deleted 

due to system faults
• No criminal exposure for correction filings
3. Inclusive Identity Frameworks
Recognise:
• Migration
• Non-traditional households
• Institutional residents (monks, students, 

elderly)
4. Transparency and Communication
• Real-time EF status via SMS/email
• Clear SOPs published in advance

Digitised SIR 2.0 verification
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Mains Practice Question

Q. Examine the concerns raised regarding SIR 2.0 and suggest measures to ensure that the 
exercise strengthens electoral inclusion rather than voter exclusion. (150 words / 10 Marks) 
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CSE - 2015
Q. The area known as 'Golan Heights’ 
sometimes appears in the news in 
the context of the events related to
a) Central Asia
b) Middle East
c) South-East Asia
d) Central Africa

CSE – 2018
Q. The term "two-state solution" is 
sometimes mentioned in the news 
in the context of the affairs of
a) China
b) Israel
c) Iraq
d) Yemen 

SYLLABUS: GS 2: International Relations 
Newspaper: The Indian Express; Page Number: 17
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About e-rupee: 
• Digital currency issued by the RBI.
• Launched on a pilot basis in 2022 (select 

group of public and private banks in a 
few major cities)

• Availability - Entirely in electronic form 
and does not leave a computer network.

• It is like banknotes issued by the RBI and 
is a legal tender that can be used to 
make transactions. 

• The digital rupee in user’s wallets does 
not attract interest payments from the 
central bank. 

• Deposits held in banks can be converted 
into digital rupees and vice versa for 
ease of use.
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• Established - 1945 
• Objective - To promote international 

economic cooperation and financial 
stability. 

• Founded after the Bretton Woods 
Conference (1944).  

• Membership - Comprises 191 nations 
(India is a founder member)

• It is a United Nations specialised agency.
• Headquarters: Washington, D.C
• Reports 
1. World Economic Outlook Report:  It is 

published twice a year. It analyses 
global economic developments.

2. Global Financial Stability Report: It 
assesses the global financial system 
and markets.

3. Fiscal Monitor Report: It is prepared 
twice a year by the IMF’s Fiscal Affairs 
Department. It provides an overview of 
the latest public finance developments.

4. External Sector Report: It evaluates 
global external developments

Governance Structure
� Board of Governors: 
• The highest decision-making body of the 

IMF
• Meets annually to approve quota 

increases and SDR allocations, admit 
new members, and compel member 
withdrawals. 

• Each member country has one governor 
and one alternate governor.

• The Finance Minister of India is an 
ex-officio Governor, with the RBI Governor 
as the Alternate Governor.

� International Monetary and Financial 
Committee (IMFC): 

• IMFC advises the Board of Governors on 
matters related to the management of 
the international monetary and financial 
system. 

• It has 24 members drawn from the 
governors.

� Executive Board: 
• They are responsible for conducting the 

day-to-day business and work closely 
with the Managing Director

India’s Growth Projection - 
IMF
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Saltwater Crocodile 
• Global Distribution - Indo-Pacific region, 

Eastern India, Sri Lanka, Southeast Asia 
(Myanmar, Indonesia), Northern Australia, 
Papua New Guinea

• Indian Distribution - Odisha: 
Bhitarkanika mangroves (largest 
population in India); West Bengal: 
Sundarbans; Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands

• IUCN Status - Least Concern (LC)

Mugger / Marsh Crocodile 
• Habitat: Freshwater rivers; Lakes, 

reservoirs, ponds
• Distribution in India: Widespread across 

mainland India
• IUCN Status: Vulnerable (VU)

Gharial 
• Habitat: Deep, fast-flowing freshwater 

rivers, Sandy riverbanks for nesting
• Distribution in India: Chambal, Girwa 

(Katarniaghat), Son, Gandak rivers
• IUCN Status: Critically Endangered (CR)
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Q1. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Gaza Strip shares its southern border 

with Egypt.
2. The West Bank lies to the west of Israel 

and borders Jordan.
3. Israel shares a direct land border with 

the Gaza Strip on all sides.
How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q2. Regarding e-rupee in India,  consider the 
following statements: 

1. The e-rupee is a digital form of legal 
tender issued by the Reserve Bank of 
India.

2. Transactions using the e-rupee 
necessarily require an active internet 
connection.

3. The e-rupee does not carry any credit 
risk for its holder.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q3. Regarding the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF),  consider the following 
statements: 

1. IMF quota determines a member 
country’s voting power and access to IMF 
resources.

2. IMF lending is aimed at addressing 
balance of payments difficulties of 
member countries.

1. IMF finances long-term infrastructure 
projects in developing countries.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 2 and 3 only 
b) 1, 2 and 3
c) 1 and 2 only
d) 1 and 2 only 

Answer: d

Q4. Regarding the conflict in Yemen, consider 
the following statements:

1. The Bab el-Mandeb Strait connects the 
Red Sea with the Gulf of Aden.

2. The Houthis primarily operate from 
eastern Yemen bordering Oman.

3. Yemen lies at the crossroads of major 
maritime trade routes linking Europe with 
the Atlantic Ocean.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q5. Consider the following statements:
1. The Saltwater Crocodile is primarily 

found in coastal and estuarine regions of 
eastern India.

2. The Mugger (Marsh Crocodile) is 
restricted to freshwater river systems.

3. The Gharial is highly adapted to 
fish-eating due to its long, narrow snout.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1, 2 and 3
c) 2 only
d) 3 only

Answer: a




