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What is PLI Scheme? 

Objective? 
● Supply Chain Disruptions

● 14 Sectors with outlay- 1.97 

lakh crore

● Domestic Manufacturing

● High Import Substitution

● Incentive based on 

Incremental Sales
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Significance of the Scheme :
● Boost to Domestic 

Manufacturing-mobile 
manufacturing 50% growth in 
production from ₹1.9 lakh crore in 
FY20 to ₹2.9 lakh crore in FY23 
(MeITY).

● Job Creation: 
● Attracting Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI)-₹1.5 lakh crore 
in foreign investments since its 
launch (NITI Aayog).

● Support for Local Supply Chains
● Increased Exports

Challenges Impeding the Success of 
the Scheme :

● Economic Headwinds
● Limited Coverage of Sectors
● Delayed Disbursement of 

Incentives : Foxconn
● Limited focus on innovation and 

Technology
● Inadequate Infrastructure 

Support
● Bureaucratic Hurdles and 

Complex Approval Process : 2021 
Study by IIM Ahmedabad

● Supply Side Issues
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Mains Practise Question :
What is the impact of the 
PLI scheme on India’s 
manufacturing sector? 
What challenges affect its 
implementation and how 
can they be addressed?(10 
Marks, 150 words)



Has an Arbitration Council 
been Constituted?

Arbitration Council of India :

Background

● The Arbitration and 
Conciliation Act, 1996 governs 
arbitration in India.

● The 2019 Amendment 
proposed the Arbitration 
Council of India (ACI) to 
promote institutional 
arbitration.

● ACI has not been constituted 
even after six years.

Proposed Mandate of ACI (2019 
Amendment)

● Act as the central regulator 
and promoter of arbitration.

● Grade arbitral institutions.
● Recognise professional 

bodies accrediting arbitrators.
● Maintain a repository of 

arbitral awards.
● Reform and standardise 

arbitration practices.

Composition

● Chairperson appointed by the 
Union government (in 
consultation with CJI).

● Members included executive 
nominees and ex-officio 
officials.
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Has an Arbitration Council 
been Constituted?

Draft Arbitration and Conciliation 
(Amendment) Bill, 2024

(Released: October 2024)

Major Proposals

● Redefines arbitral institution as a 
body conducting arbitration under its 
own or agreed rules.

● Removes requirement of SC/HC 
designation of arbitral institutions.

● Expands institutional powers:
○ Extend timelines for awards
○ Reduce arbitrators’ fees for 

delay
○ Substitute arbitrators

● Objective: Reduce court intervention 
and delays

Limiting Judicial Intervention
● Courts’ power to grant interim relief 

restricted to:
○ Before arbitration begins, or
○ After award is passed.

● Section 9(2) amended:
○ 90-day period to commence 

arbitration starts from date of 
interim relief application.

● Introduces Section 9-A:
○ Allows interim relief from an 

emergency arbitrator after 
proceedings begin.

Criticism of the Draft Bill
● Court-like powers shifted to arbitral 

institutions without resolving 
credibility concerns.

● Risk of weakening judicial safeguards.
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Has an Arbitration Council 
been Constituted?

Advantages of ADR : 
● Confidentiality: Disputes are 

resolved in private, preserving 
sensitive information.

● Cost-Effective: Generally more 
affordable than litigation.

● Time-Saving: Flexible procedures 
reduce delays compared to court 
trials.

● Less Stressful: Informal setting lowers 
emotional and procedural stress.

● Creative & Sustainable Solutions: 
Parties can reach customised, 
win-win outcomes.

● Expert Involvement: Option to 
appoint specialised neutrals 
(arbitrators, mediators, etc.).

● Greater Control: Parties have more 
influence over process and outcome.

Challenges : 
● Non-binding agreements: Depend 

on parties’ voluntary compliance
● Loose evidence rules: Decisions may 

rely on incomplete info
● Power imbalance: Dominant party 

may skew results
● Complex legal issues: Unsuitable for 

detailed judicial interpretation
● No precedent: Outcomes don’t guide 

future cases
● Limited appeals: Arbitration 

decisions mostly final
● Rising costs: Skilled neutrals can be 

expensive
● Cross-border enforcement: Depends 

on international treaties

Reforms suggested for ADR in Three 
Year Action Agenda 2017-18 to 
2019-2020- NITI Aayog

● Judicial Performance Index: Track 
and improve District and subordinate 
court performance; aid High Courts 
and Chief Justices in reducing delays.

● Separate Administrative Cadre: 
Create judiciary-specific 
administration reporting to Chief 
Justice to ensure judicial 
independence and efficient 
management.

● Boost ICT Use: Prioritize court 
automation, electronic case & 
schedule management, and migrate 
all courts to unified national court 
software.
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Has an Arbitration Council 
been Constituted?

● Streamline Judicial Appointments: 
Use real-time online judicial statistics 
to assess manpower and 
infrastructure needs accurately.

● Shift Workload from Regular Courts: 
Implement Commercial Courts Act 
(2015) in major cities; set up separate 
traffic courts and amend fine 
payment processes to reduce 
congestion.

● Increased Awareness

Mains Practise Question : 

Enumerate the various mechanisms 
of Alternative Dispute Resolution 
(ADR). Examine their advantages 
and the key challenges in their 
effective implementation in India. 
(10 Marks, 150 words)
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What happened to PSLV 
C-62 Mission?

ISRO LAUNCH VEHICLES :

• First rocket developed by ISRO – SLV 
(Satellite Launch Vehicle)
• Successor of SLV – Augmented Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (ASLV)
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV)
• The Workhorse of ISRO
• 3rd gen, 4-staged launch vehicle
(1st, 3rd stages – solid fuel;
2nd, 4th stages – liquid fuel)
Capacity
• Delivers 
earth-observation/remote-sensing 
satellites
• Used to launch satellites of lower mass 
(~1400 kg)
4 Variants
• PSLV-CA
• PSLV-QL
• PSLV-DL
• PSLV-XL

Launches Satellites in
• Low inclination LEO
• Sub-GTO
• GTO
Important Launches

• First successful launch – October 1994
• Chandrayaan-1 (2008)
• Mars Orbiter Spacecraft (2013)

PSLV is 1st Indian launch vehicle to be 
equipped with liquid stages

Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(GSLV)
• 4th Gen, 3-staged launched vehicle
• Much more powerful rocket, carries 
satellites much deeper into space
• Has an indigenous Cryogenic Upper Stage.

Capacity : Delivers 
communication-satellites
• Carries heavier satellites (~2200 kg to 
GTO)
• Carries 10,000-kg satellites to LEO

Launches Satellites in

• Primarily Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit 
(GTO)
(~36000 km altitude)

Important Launches : Chandrayaan-2

Launch Vehicle Mark-III

• Aka GSLV Mk-III
• 3-stage launch vehicle
(2 solid propellant and 1 core stage 
comprising liquid and cryogenic stages)

Capacity

• 4,000-kg of satellites into GTO
• 8,000 kg of payloads into LEO

Launches Satellites in

• GTO
• LEO
• Medium Earth orbit (MEO)
• Missions to moon, sun

Mk-III versions have made ISRO entirely 
self-sufficient in launching its satellites

Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) : 
Developed specifically for small and 
micro-satellites

Capacity : Satellites up to 500 kg

Launch Limit : 500 km planar orbit (LEO) 
from
Satish Dhawan Space Centre
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Q1. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Fugitive Economic Offenders Act 2018: 

1. A person is considered a fugitive economic 
offender if he/she has committed a fraud of 
more than ₹100 crore.

2. Cheque dishonour & counterfeiting currency 
have been kept out of the ambit of “Scheduled 
Offences”.

3. The Special Court can give an order to 
confiscate the properties of a proven offender 
even in a foreign country.

How many of the above given statements is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer:  b 

Q2: Consider the following statements regarding the 
States Startup Ecosystem Ranking (5th edition): 

1. It is released by the Department for Promotion 
of Industry & Internal Trade (DPIIT) under the 
Ministry of Commerce.

2. Uttar Pradesh has been recognised as a leader 
for developing a robust startup ecosystem.

3. Odisha & Bihar rank in the category of “Top 
Performers” in the latest edition.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q3. Consider the following statements: 
1. The ISRO chairman is Secretary to the 

Department of Space, which functions directly 
under the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) 

2. ISRO generally uses the Small Satellite Launch 
Vehicle for the launch of communication 
satellites weighing 1000-2000 kgs.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a

Q4. Regarding the Production Linked 
Incentive Scheme, consider the 
following statements:

1. The scheme is implemented only 
in the electronics sector.

2. It is a central sector scheme 
funded by the Government of 
India.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are NOT correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a
Q5. Consider  the following statements:

1. A surcharge is a tax added on top 
of the standard prices of the 
goods 

2. A cess is a specific type of tax 
added onto the existing taxes to 
fund a particular purpose.

3. Both Surcharge & cess collected 
by the authorities go directly to the 
Consolidated Fund of India.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1, 2 and 3
c) 2 only
d) 1 and 3 only

Answer: b 
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