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🌺 The Valley of Flowers

● National Park in 1982
● UNESCO World Heritage Site
● Part of the Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve
● Located b/w Zanskar Range and Great 

Himalayas
● Flora: Brahmakamal, Blue Poppy, Cobra Lily
● Fauna: Snow Leopard, Musk Deer, Asiatic Black 

Bear, and Red Fox
● Pushpawati River flows through.
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🔥🌳 Growing Menace of Forest Fires 
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Why are India’s forests burning 
more?
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Govt Initiatives to Control Forest 

Fires
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CONTEXT: While we celebrate AI for solving problems, we rarely discuss the 
problem AI itself creates: Pollution.

 



UNESCO (2021)

Issued: Recommendation on the Ethics of 
Artificial Intelligence

It says:
 AI must account for:

● Environmental damage
● Resource depletion
● Climate impacts

Adopted by 190 countries (non-binding).
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🏛 Background – RTE Act, 
2009
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󰡷 Why is this Judgment 
"Transformative"?
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󰡷 Why is this Judgment "Transformative"?

That Private Unaided Schools must 
reserve 25% of seats in Class 1 for 
children from EWS and Disadvantaged 
Groups (SC/ST/Socially Backward)

"Shared institutional 
space"



🧬 What is Source Code?
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🗺 Geography of Shaksgam Valley 📜 The Core Conflict: 1963 
China-Pakistan Agreement

Shaksgam Valley & 
Indo-China angle

The 
Analyst 
Handout

14thth January 2025
SYLLABUS : Prelims Mapping of Shaksgam Valley GS  2 India & its Neighbors GS 3 Border 
Management
Newspaper  Indian Express  Page Number : 23

1950s China had already 
started encroaching 
on Aksai Chin

1962 India-China War

1963 Pakistan, signed a 
boundary agreement 
with China

"Provisional" Clause (Article 
6)

 Legal loophole: agreement is provisional.

“After the settlement of the Kashmir dispute 
between Pakistan and India, the sovereign 
authority concerned will reopen negotiations 
with the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China... to sign a formal Boundary Treaty.”
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󰏝 India’s Objections

Nehru's Stand 
(1963)

● "Interference"

● Reflection of China's 
"expansionist 
policy"

Current Government Stand 
(2022-26)

● "Illegal and Invalid"

● Rejection of CPEC



🛣 The CPEC Connection: Why 
Shaksgam Matters Today

● CPEC connects Kashgar (Xinjiang, 
China) to Gwadar Port (Pakistan) via 
PoK.

● China's Goal:
1. Bypass the Malacca Strait 
2. Shorten oil import routes from 

the Middle East.
● China has been building infrastructure 

(roads, posts) in Shaksgam to secure 
the flank of the CPEC.
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 What is a "Global Bond Index"? 🌍

The Playlist

Passive 
Investment
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󰡷 Why was India Deferred?

Lack of Automation

"Post-trade tax 
processes"

Settlement and 
Repatriation

Registration Hassle

3 specific 
Operational 

Hurdles

Broader Economic Stress

The "Flow" 
Problem 
(Money 
leaving) 
💸

EQUITY: Foreigners pulled out net 
₹1.66 Lakh Crore in 2025
FDI: Slightly better ($6.2 Billion in 
8 months of FY26)

Bonds: Inflows Halved. Dropped 
from ₹1.23 Lakh Crore (2024) to 
₹55,590 Crore (2025).

The Rupee 
& 
Reserves 
Crunch 📉

US Tariffs (50%) widening Trade 
Deficit
RBI Intervention?
Forex Reserves dropped by $9.8 
Billion in one week (Jan 2, 2026)

The 
"Supply 
Shock" in 
Bonds 🏛

States planning to borrow a 
record ₹5 Lakh Crore by March 
2026.
Poor Monetary Policy 
Transmission



Q1. With reference to the Valley of Flowers, 
consider the following statements:

1. It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and 
forms part of the Nanda Devi Biosphere 
Reserve.

2. It is drained by the river Pushpawati, 
which is a tributary of the Alaknanda.

3. The Valley is situated in the state of 
Himachal Pradesh and is known for a 
high diversity of endemic alpine flora.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?

a)  Only One
b)  Only Two
c)   All Three
d)  None

Answer: b

Q2.  With reference to the Right of Children to 
Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 
2009, consider the following statements:

1.  The Act guarantees free and compulsory 
education to children in the age group of 
6–14 years.

2. It mandates a 35% reservation for 
children from economically weaker 
sections in private schools.

3. The Act prohibits the requirement of 
passing any board examination until the 
completion of elementary education.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?

a)  Only One
b)  Only Two
c)   All Three
d)  None

Answer: b
 

Q3. The Sakshgam (Shaksgam) Valley is 
located in which one of the following regions?

a)  Between the Great Himalayas and the 
Zanskar Range in Ladakh.

b)  In the Pir Panjal Range, drained by the 
Jhelum River.

c)   Between the Himadri and Himachal 
ranges in Uttarakhand.

d)  North of the Siachen Glacier, beyond the 
Karakoram Range.

Answer: d

Q4. With reference to the impact of inclusion 
in global bond indices on an economy, 
consider the following statements:

1.  Index-linked foreign inflows raise 
demand for government bonds, which 
can lead to a decline in borrowing costs 
for the government.

2. Inclusion leads to strengthening of the 
domestic currency by augmenting 
foreign exchange availability.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c
 
Q5. Which of the following statements best 
describes the term “source code”?
a) A compiled set of machine-level 

instructions executed directly by 
computer hardware without human 
readability.

b) The complete set of commands curated 
by programmers, along with associated 
digital assets, that form the foundational 
instructions of a software system.

c) A publicly accessible software interface 
that allows different applications to 
communicate with each other.

d) An encrypted database used primarily 
to store user information and system 
logs.

Answer: b
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