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Problems with the Pre-GST Era (VAT system):
● India’s indirect tax system was highly fragmented & compliance-heavy.
● Lack of Uniformity: Different rules for returns, audits, and penalties created 

confusion.
● Weak input tax credit provisions allowed misuse and tax evasion.
● Double taxation (VAT plus service tax) increased the burden on both businesses and 

consumers.

Why GST is a Milestone:
● Unified Tax Structure: Subsumed 17 different 

taxes and 13 cesses into one unified tax.
● Formalization of the economy: taxpayer base has 

grown from 66.5 lakh in 2017 to 1.51 crore in 2025.
● Record Revenue Growth: 
● Eliminated cascading of taxes (tax on tax)
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Sector-wise follow-up of the reforms and their expected impact:
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Issues:
❖ Concerns of Textile sector: 18% duty for garments priced above ₹2,500 each.
❖ Aviation Sector: higher GST on non-economy seats -  make premium travel travel 

more expensive - potentially making some routes unviable.
❖ Issue of inverted duty structure on edible oils continues: 

➢ GST rate on raw materials in their industry is higher than the rate on the 
finished product.

❖ Federal Issues:
➢ Reduction in rates would adversely affect State’s revenue
➢ Opposition Demanding - all States be compensated for a period of five years, 

considering 2024-25 as the base year

Mains Practice Question

“The proposed GST 2.0 reforms aim to simplify compliance and broaden the tax 
base. Critically examine the challenges in the current GST regime and evaluate 
how GST 2.0 can address them.”

(15 Marks, 250 words)

PYQ 

“Enumerate the indirect taxes which have been subsumed in the goods and 
services tax (GST) in India. Also, comment on the revenue implications of the GST 
introduced in India since July 2017.” 

( 2019 )
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➔ Aim: overhaul of India’s system for 
regulating the entry, stay, and exit of 
foreign nationals, and identify 
exemptions available to certain 
classes of foreigners.

➔ Need for the overhaul:
◆ Piecemeal notifications: 
● The previous legal framework, based 

on pre-Independence statutes and 
piecemeal notifications, was widely 
seen as being fragmented & 
complicated.

◆ Ambiguous interpretations: 
◆ Issues with Exemptions: 
● such as Tibetan refugees, Sri Lankan 

Tamil refugees, citizens of Nepal and 
Bhutan, etc., were scattered across 
multiple orders.
◆ Reporting Issues: often manual 

or delayed, resulting in data 
gaps for enforcement.

◆ Ambiguity in 
enforcement:powers of local 
vs. central authorities, scope for 
compounding offences, and 
the rules for protected/ 
restricted areas were not 
uniform throughout the 
country.

➔ Provisions of The Immigration and 
Foreigners Act, 2025:

◆ Possession of valid documents: All 
entrants must possess a valid 
passport or travel document and, if a 
foreigner, a valid visa — unless 
explicitly exempted by the Act or by 
special orders of the central 
government.

◆ Entry and exit only via notified posts: 
including all major airports, seaports, 
land border posts, and rail posts, 
through which foreigners can legally 
enter and exit India.

◆ Powers of the Immigration Officer: 
Officers at notified immigration posts 
have the final authority - power to 
validate or refuse entry or exit on 
national security grounds.

◆ Defined registration and control 
mechanism: 

● Foreign nationals must register with 
designated Registration Officers. 

● The district superintendent of police / 
deputy commissioner of police has 
been designated as the local civil 
authority for immigration and 
foreigners’ regulation. A network of 
Foreigners’ Regional Registration 
Officers has been vested with powers 
for specific regions and functions.

● Obligations of accommodation 
providers and institutions: 

○ Hotels, hostels, paying guest homes, 
religious institutions, and similar 
establishments must collect 
particulars of foreigners, obtain their 
signatures or thumb impressions.

○ transmit a duly filled form 
electronically to the authorities 
within 24 hours of both arrival and 
departure of every foreigner, 
including holders of Overseas Citizen 
of India cards.

What’s in New Foreigners 
Act
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● Educational and medical 
notifications: 

○ Universities and hospitals must notify 
the Registration Officer about 
foreigners admitted or treated. 

○ Hospitals must electronically report 
every birth and death of a foreigner 
within seven days.

● Authority to shut down resorts, 
clubs: 

○ The civil authority has the power to 
control, restrict, or shut down places 
frequently visited by foreigners if 
there are security, legal, or public 
order concerns. 

○ Such orders may be issued if, in the 
authority’s opinion, the foreigner “is a 
criminal, linked to unlawful 
associations, or otherwise 
undesirable”. 

◆ Those responsible for such premises 
cannot shift operations elsewhere 
without permission.

○ Special permit for protected/ 
restricted areas: 

◆ which must be applied for through 
designated online portals or mobile 
apps, with clearly specified forms and 
procedures.

○ Exempted categories:
◆ Members of the Indian military 

entering/ exiting the country on duty, 
and their families if traveling on 
government transport;

◆ Citizens of Nepal and Bhutan 
entering India via designated land or 
air borders (except through China, 
Macau, Hong Kong, or Pakistan), or 
possessing valid passports for air 
entry to other destinations.

◆ Tibetan refugees with special entry 
permits, especially those who 
entered between 1959 and May 30, 
2003, or later under designated

posts; but only if registered with authorities 
and holding a registration certificate.
● Minority community refugees from 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Pakistan 
(Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis, 
and Christians) who fled religious 
persecution and entered India on or 
before December 31, 2024, even if 
without valid travel documents or 
with documents that subsequently 
expired.
○ MHA sources said this provision 

is for those who are seeking 
long term visas, and will have 
to acquire Indian citizenship 
through naturalisation if they 
entered after the CAA cutoff 
date.

● Registered Sri Lankan Tamil 
nationals who sheltered in India up 
to January 9, 2015.

● Holders of diplomatic and official 
passports from certain countries 
where visa requirements are waived 
under intergovernmental 
agreements, or residents from 
nations eligible for “visa on arrival” at 
specific ports.

● Foreign military personnel aboard 
warships visiting India for 
humanitarian exercises/ events, 
unless excluded by a separate 
government notification.
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➔ Likely boost for enforcement:
◆ Clearly designated officers 

and electronic records, the 
margin for error or ambiguity is 
expected to be reduced. 

◆ Several offences can now be 
compounded quickly by paying 
the prescribed fines, reducing 
the burden on courts and 
making resolution more 
efficient.

◆ The listed exemptions for 
Tibetans, Sri Lankan Tamils, and 
the minority communities from 
Bangladesh, Afghanistan, and 
Pakistan have done away with 
the scope for discretion on a 
case-to-case basis.

Mains Practice Question

“The Immigration and Foreigners Act, 2025 
represents a significant overhaul of India’s 
colonial-era immigration framework. 
Analyze how the new legislation enhances 
national security, regulatory control, and 
institutional accountability. Critically assess 
its implications for civil liberties and 
institutional compliance.”

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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● It lays down the mechanism to monitor activities of cadres, including a 
requirement that they obtain Aadhaar cards.

● The revised pact, valid for a year.
● It says stipend will be paid only through Aadhaar-linked bank accounts to those 

members who are present in the camps during inspection. 
● Photo identity cards shall be provided by the Manipur Police.
● Kuki National Organisation (KNO) and United People’s Front (UPF) - 

○ shall have six camps each, instead of the 14 they operate presently. 
○ The camps shall not be located close to:

■ populated areas, National Highways and within areas vulnerable to 
conflict. 

■ camps are to be located at reasonable distance from the Myanmar 
border as well as inter-State boundaries.

● Physical verification of cadres:
○ By a Joint Monitoring Group - headed by the Principal Secretary (Home) of the 

Manipur government. 
○ A complete list of the cadres will be prepared by the government with name, date of 

birth, and other details along with latest photographs.

Peace Pact with Kuki - Zo 
groups
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● SoO agreement shall be followed by tripartite dialogue with KNO and UPF to pave 
the way for a negotiated political settlement under the Constitution of India in a 
time-bound manner.

● The pact bars groups from having association with any other armed group, within 
the country or outside; from recruiting new cadres; and carrying out offensive 
operations against security forces, other groups, and the public. 

● The Army, Assam Rifles, Central Armed Police Forces and the the State Police shall 
not launch operations against the groups “as long as they abide” by the 
agreement.

About Kuki Tribe

● Ethnic Identity & Geography
○ The Kukis are an ethnic group comprising multiple tribes.
○ Inhabited regions: Manipur, Mizoram, Assam (India); parts of Myanmar 

(Burma); and Bangladesh (Sylhet district & Chittagong Hill Tracts).
● Kindred Tribes

○ Closely related to the Chin people (Myanmar) and Mizo people (Mizoram).
○ Together, they are collectively known as the Zo people.

● Colonial Terminology
○ “Kuki” is not a self-chosen identity but a colonial construct.
○ The British classified them as “Old Kukis” and “New Kukis” for administrative 

convenience.
● Cultural Institutions

○ Sawm: community center for boys where they learn under the guidance of 
elders.

○ Lawm: Youth club fostering social bonding, community service, and 
practical skills.

● Traditional Economy
○ Practised Jhum (shifting) cultivation in forested hills.
○ This enabled expansion of settlements across wooded areas over 

generations.
● Inter-Ethnic Conflicts:

○ Their expansionist land ownership patterns due to Jhum cultivation put them 
at odds with the Nagas, who practised territorial agriculture, and the Meiteis, 
who lived in the cultivated valley areas.
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● Introduced by the Ministry of 
Education, in 2015. 

● Objective:
○ It aims to provide a fair 

and transparent 
assessment of higher 
education institutions 
across India based on 
various parameters.

○ It aims to facilitate 
students to make 
informed decisions 
about their education 
and encourages 
institutions to improve 
their standards and 
quality.  

● Frequency: Each institute and 
university is evaluated and 
assessed every year, and the 
NIRF rank is updated annually.
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About Yamuna

● It is the longest and westernmost tributary of the Ganga.
● Origin: from the Yamunotri Glacier on western slopes of Banderpunch Range, 

Uttarakhand.
● The 1,376 km long Yamuna flows solely through India, crossing three states: 

Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, and Haryana.
● The Yamuna then passes Delhi, where it feeds the Agra Canal.
● Near Prayagraj (Allahabad), Yamuna joins the Ganges River.
● The confluence of the two rivers is an especially sacred place to Hindus and is the 

site of annual festivals as well as the Kumbh Mela, which is held every 12 years.
● Chambal River is Yamuna’s biggest tributary on the right.
● Tributaries: 

○ Chambal, Sind, Betwa & Ken - right bank
○ Hindon, Rind, Sengar, Varuna - join it on its left bank.

● Functioning as an attached office of the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water 
Resources, River Development, and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India.

● Headquarters: New Delhi
● Functions:

○ The Commission is entrusted with the general responsibilities of initiating, 
coordinating, and furthering, in consultation with the State Governments 
concerned, schemes for control, conservation, and utilization of water 
resources throughout the country for purposes of Flood Control, Irrigation, 
Navigation, Drinking Water Supply, and Water Power Development.

○ It also undertakes the investigations, construction, and execution of any such 
schemes as required.

● Organisation Structure: headed by a Chairman, with the status of Ex-Officio 
Secretary to the Government of India. 

● 3 wings: Designs and Research Wing, River Management Wing & Water 
Planning and Projects Wing.

Yamuna River
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Malacca Strait
● Connects the Andaman Sea (Indian Ocean) and the South China Sea (Pacific 

Ocean).
● Stretching about 800km, it is the longest strait in the world.
● It runs between the Indonesian island of Sumatra to the west and peninsular (West) 

Malaysia and extreme southern Thailand to the east and has an area of about 
25,000 square miles.

● Through this corridor, approximately 60% of the world's maritime trade transits, 
and is the main source of oil supply for two of the main Asian consumers: the 
People's Republic of China and Japan.
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About Bureau of Indian Standards

➔ It is the National Standards Body of India established under the BIS Act 2016.
➔ It works under the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution.
➔ Headquarters - New Delhi
➔ Objective: Harmonious development of the activities of standardisation, and quality 

assurance of goods and articles.
◆ It operates various schemes like Product Certification (ISI mark), Hallmarking 

of Gold and Silver Jeweller, ECO Mark Scheme (for labeling of environment 
friendly products).

➔ It represents India in International Organization for Standardization and 
International Electrotechnical Commission.

Bureau of Indian Standards
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Q1. Regarding the Goods and Services Tax (GST), 
consider the following statements:

1. GST in India is a destination-based, indirect 
tax that subsumes most indirect taxes levied 
by the Union and the States.

2. Alcohol for human consumption has been 
kept outside the purview of GST.

3. Petroleum crude, petrol, natural gas and 
electricity are presently included under GST.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

 Answer: b

Q2. Regarding the Kuki Tribe in India, consider the 
following statements:

1. The Kukis are primarily concentrated in the 
north-eastern states of India, especially 
Manipur, Mizoram, and Nagaland.

2. They belong to the Tibeto-Burman linguistic 
family and are part of the larger Zo/Chin 
ethnic group spread across India, Myanmar, 
and Bangladesh.

3. Traditionally, the Kukis practice shifting 
cultivation (jhum) and have a strong 
clan-based social organisation.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) 1 only

Answer: c

Q3.Regarding the National Institutional Ranking 
Framework (NIRF), consider the following 
statements:

1. It was launched by the Ministry of Education 
in 2015 to rank higher education institutions 
in India.

2. The ranking is based on parameters such as 
Teaching, Learning & Resources, Research 
and Professional Practices, Graduation 
Outcomes, Outreach & Inclusivity, and 
Perception.

3. NIRF provides rankings only for universities 
and does not cover specialised domains like 
law, architecture, or management.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. Consider the following statements regarding 
the Yamuna River:

1. The Yamuna originates from the Yamunotri 
Glacier on the southwestern slopes of the 
Bandarpunch range in Uttarakhand.

2. Chambal and Betwa are the left-bank 
tributaries of the Yamuna.

3. The Yamuna meets the Ganga at Prayagraj.
4. Hindon and Tons are among its right-bank 

tributaries.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 1, 3 and 4 only
d) 2, 3 and 4 only

 Answer: b

Q5. Regarding the Strait of Malacca, consider the 
following statements:

1. It connects the Andaman Sea with the South 
China Sea.

2. It forms a maritime boundary between 
Indonesia and Malaysia.

3. It is the widest natural strait in the world and 
hence has no choke point significance.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b
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