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CONTEXT: At the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Summit, Tianjin (2025) → India, 
Russia, China showcased unusual warmth.



 Implications for India: A Strategic 
Balancing Act :
● Vindication of Multi-Alignment

● Own national interests

● A Fragile Détente with China

○ Transactional peace

○ Trust deficit? Borders?

● Russia as India’s "Special and 

Privileged Partner"

● Increased Leverage with the West

● Neighbourhood engagement

Economic Implications:
Single biggest challenge :

● India "outsourcing its manufacturing 

future" and becoming an "economic 

subsidiary of China"

Reinforcing Technological Autonomy

● Why Japan’s Bullet trains; NOT China’s 

5G?

What should India do as way forward? 
● Engage Everyone, Commit to No One

● Leverage Every Forum

● Bridge the Power Gap with China

○ "peace through strength"

○ Atmanirbhar Bharat

● Nurture the Russia Connection

● Strengthen Ties with Like-minded 

Powers

● 'Neighbourhood First' policy

● GDP growth rate of 7-8%

● Technological Self-Reliance

Equilibrium with Tianjin 
Declaration

CONTEXT: At the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Summit, Tianjin (2025) → India, 
Russia, China showcased unusual warmth.
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Mains Practise Question :
"There are no ideal relationships, 
especially between major powers." 
In the context of contemporary 
India-China relations, critically 
analyze this statement. How does 
the concept of 'seeking equilibrium' 
define India's China policy?

Equilibrium with Tianjin 
Declaration

CONTEXT: At the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Summit, Tianjin (2025) → India, 
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Noise pollution = unwanted/ harmful 
sound that disrupts health, wellbeing, or 
environment.

Decibel scale (dB):

● Whisper – 30 dB
● Normal conversation – 60 dB
● City traffic – 85 dB
● Above 85 dB (long exposure) 

 Legal & Policy Framework in India
● Noise Pollution Rules, 2000: Classifies 

zones (industrial, commercial, 
residential, silence zones)

Constitutional Provisions:

● Art. 21 → Right to life includes 
peaceful environment.

● Art. 48A → Duty of State to protect 
environment.

● Art. 51A(g) → Fundamental duty to 
protect natural environment.

Judicial Interventions:

● In Re: Noise Pollution (V), 2005 – 
loudspeakers & firecrackers 
regulated.

● SC 2024: Excessive noise = violation of 
Art. 21 (life & dignity).

Institutions: CPCB, SPCBs, Traffic Police, 
Municipal bodies.

Noise Pollution is rising

CONTEXT: Urban noise is becoming a silent public health crisis in India. 
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Key Challenges in India:
● 📡 Data gaps: NANMN sensors 

wrongly placed (25–30 ft high, not 

ground level).

● 🏛 Regulatory fragmentation: SPCBs, 

police, municipal bodies.

● 🛑 Weak enforcement: Loudspeakers, 

construction activity continue 

unchecked.

● 📢 Low civic awareness: Noise 

normalized

● 🔄 Urban expansion: Construction, 

traffic, logistics intensify noise.

🕊 Cultural factors: Festivals, political 

rallies, religious processions use 

amplified sound.

Way Forward:
Policy & Governance
● 📜 National Acoustic Policy (like NAAQS).

● 🏛 Inter-agency coordination → CPCB, 

SPCBs, municipal bodies, traffic police.

● 🛰 Smart city integration → IoT noise 

sensors, public dashboards.

Enforcement
● 🚨 Mandatory labelling of noise zones in 

cities.

● 🛑 Fines & penalties for honking, 

night-time construction, loudspeakers.

● ⏰ Strict night curfew for construction 

activities.

Public Awareness & Civic Culture
● 📢 Campaigns → “No Honking Days,” 

driver education, school awareness.

● 🎓 Noise awareness in traffic training, 

RTO licensing.

● 🏙 Embed “sonic empathy” → cities 

designed for sound comfort.

Urban Planning: 
● 🌳 Green buffers, acoustic walls near 

highways & airports.

● 🏘 Zoning laws → protect schools, 

hospitals, residential zones.

● 🎶 Noise-mapping in city master plans.

Mains Practise Question :
Noise pollution is not just an irritant 
— it is a rights issue, a health crisis, 
and an ecological threat that 
demands urgent, rights-based 
policy action. Comment. 

Noise Pollution is rising

CONTEXT: Urban noise is becoming a silent public health crisis in India. 
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 Current Position:

● Minority-run institutions are exempt 
from RTE’s 25% EWS quota.

● All other pvt schools (aided/unaided): 
implement 25% EWS.

✅ In Favour of Exemption
● Constitutional guarantee (Art. 30): 

Protection of minority rights is part 
of secularism.

● Preserve autonomy: Imposing 
quota may alter character & ethos 
of minority institutions.

● Avoid overreach: The Constitution 
deliberately excluded minority 
institutions in Art. 15(5).

❌ Against Exemption
● Creates inequality: Poor children 

lose access to quality education in 
minority schools.

● Misuse of “minority tag”: Many 
elite institutions (e.g., Christian 
schools in metros) cater to affluent 
children but claim minority 
exemption.

● Dilutes RTE goals: Large share of 
reputed schools remain outside 
RTE coverage, weakening 
universalisation.

Pramati Educational & Cultural Trust 
Case (2014)
● Section 12(1)(c) of RTE (25% EWS 

quota) → violates minority rights.
● Minority schools → completely 

exempt from RTE Act.

🏛 Datta–Manmohan Bench (2025)

● Observed: 2014 ruling 
“unknowingly jeopardised 
universal elementary education”.

● Concerns:
○ Weakens inclusivity & 

shared schooling vision of 
Art. 21A.

○ Promotes fragmentation & 
social divides.

○ Opened misuse → many 
institutions acquiring 
“minority” tag to avoid RTE

Minority Educational 
Institutions & RTE

SYLLABUS : GS 2 : Indian Constitution -  features
Newspaper: The Hindu  Page Number: 12
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How Earthquakes Occur?

Afghanistan Earthquake
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Afghanistan Earthquake: A 

Humanitarian Catastrophe:

Afghanistan Earthquake
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What is Ethanol Blending : 

Ethanol: Biofuel (C₂H₅OH) from 
sugarcane, maize, damaged 
foodgrains.

E20 fuel: Petrol blended with 20% 
ethanol.

Earlier phases:

● E5 (5% ethanol), E10 (10% 
ethanol).

● Now phased out → E20 gradually 
replacing.

Nationwide Rollout of 
E20 Petrol
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The Two Key Factors Driving Yields 
Higher:
Factor 1: The RBI's Hawkish Stance on 
Inflation
● RBI: inflation to rise to 4.9% in Q1 

2026-27
● Market Reaction: higher yield today 

to compensate for that future 
inflation risk

Factor 2: Fiscal Concerns & Fear of Higher 
Government Borrowing
● GST slabs: short-term revenue 

shortfall of ₹50,000 - ₹60,000 crore.
● Government might have to borrow 

more
● New bonds increases supply > Price of 

bonds falls > yield rises

Bond yields
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Q1.Consider the following statements :

1. “Right to live in a peaceful environment” is an 
integral part of the fundamental right under 
Article 21 of the Constitution.

2. Article 48A of the Constitution directs the 
State to protect the environment.

3. Under Article 51A(g), protecting the Natural 
environment is a fundamental duty of every 
citizen.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding 
the Right to Education Act 2009 :

1. It guarantees free and compulsory education 
to all children aged 6 to 14 years.

2. With the passage of the Act, India became the 
first country in the world to make education a 
fundamental right for every child.

3. The Act strictly prohibits any kind of 
reservation of seats in schools, especially in 
private schools.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer:  a

Q3. Consider the following statements: 
1. An earthquake happens when two blocks of 

Earth slip past one another, releasing stored 
“elastic strain” energy in the form of seismic 
waves.

2. The Earth's crust is fragmented into tectonic 
plates, which constitute faults, or zones of 
fractures.

3. The point below the Earth’s surface where an 
earthquake starts is called as Hypocentre.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1,2 and 3

Answer: d

Q4. Consider the following statements: 
1. Ethanol blending into petrol can 

lead to savings of FOREX reserves & 
reduced greenhouse gas emissions.

2. The Government of India has 
achieved the 20% Ethanol blending 
target in Petrol by almost 5 years in 
advance.

3. The Government of India is setting 
up Bio-refineries for the production 
of 1st Generation Biofuel.

Which of the above given statements 
is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) 3 only 

Answer: c 

Q5. Which of the following statements 
regarding the Bond Yields is NOT correct?
a) It is the return that one person 

earns after investing in a bond.
b) If the Bond price goes down, the 

yield on the bond goes up.
c) Repo Rate cut by the Central Bank 

of India usually leads to lower bond 
yields.

d) If the Bond price goes up, the yield 
on the bond goes up.

Answer: d
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