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Legal Framework :

● 1954: The first Waqf Act was passed by 
Parliament.

● 1995: The Act was repealed and replaced with 
the Waqf Act, 1995, which granted more powers 
to Waqf Boards and formalized the regulation of 
Waqf properties.

● 2013: Amendments gave Waqf Boards significant 
authority to declare properties as Waqf.

● Mutawalli: Each Waqf is 
managed by a mutawalli, 
or caretaker, who ensures 
the property is used 
according to its intended 
purpose.

● Survey Commissioner: 
Appointed to identify and 
list Waqf properties by 
conducting local 
investigations, examining 
records, and summoning 
witnesses.

● Waqf Boards: State-level 
statutory bodies 
responsible for managing 
Waqf assets. They can:

a. Administer and 
recover Waqf 
properties

b. Authorize transfer of 
immovable Waqf 
property (sale, 
lease, mortgage, 
etc.) with two-thirds 
board approval

c. Take legal action 
when necessary

● Central Waqf Council 
(CWC): Established in 
1964, the CWC advises 
and oversees State Waqf 
Boards.

Supreme Court order 
on Waqf Act

CONTEXT: The Supreme Court on Sunday stayed certain provisions of the Waqf 
Amendment Act
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Associated Concerns With the 
Amendment :

● Reduced Powers of Waqf Boards : 
Section 40 deleted, Power shifted to 
government officials, Weakens Waqf 
Board authority.

● Excessive Government Control : 
Increased role of DM,Bureaucratic 
interference, Centralized 
decision-making

● Violation of Religious Autonomy : 
Non-Muslims on Waqf Boards, 
Undermines Article 26 (religious 
freedom), Community rights 
compromised.

● Ambiguity in 'Practising Muslim : No 
clear legal definition, Risk of misuse 
and misinterpretation, Legal 
uncertainty

● Removal of 'Waqf by User’ : End of 
recognition through long-term 
religious use, Threat to historic 
mosques, dargahs, graveyards, Loss 
of protection

●  Religious Freedom Undermined : 
State control over religious 
endowments, Community autonomy 
reduced, Encroachment on 
faith-based management

● Increase in Legal Disputes : New 
verification rules, More litigation, 
delays, Confusion in property status

The Way Forward:

● Dialogue, Communications- 
Stakeholders Consultations , Tech for 
monitoring, compliance, and revenue 
tracking

● Define Key Terms Clearly : “practising 
Muslim” : Standard criteria for 
property classification

● Focus on revenue generation for 
community welfare

● Clear dispute resolution mechanism :  
Protect properties from 
encroachment and illegal transfers
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Reasons for Rising Obesity:

National Trends: NFHS-5 :
● Increases with age: from 7% (men 15–19 yrs) to 

32% (men 40–49 yrs).
● Rises with income: from 10% (lowest quintile) to 

37% (highest quintile).
● Affects both genders: Waist-hip ratio increases 

from 46% to 65% in women, 28% to 60% in men 
(ages 15–49).

● Urban-rural divide: Overweight/obesity affects 
46.1% of urban men, 43.1% of urban women, 
compared to 35.4% and 31.6% in rural areas.
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Global Best Practice:
Saudi Arabia Model :

● 50% tax on sugary drinks, 100% on 

energy drinks.

● Mandatory calorie labelling, sodium 

limits in processed food.

● Recognized by WHO for trans fat 

elimination and sodium best 

practices.

● Integrated strategy across policy, 

industry, and civic engagement under 

Vision 2030.

Chile’s Warning Label Model:

● Black front-of-pack warning labels 

on HFSS (High Fat, Salt, Sugar) foods.

● Marketing restrictions on junk food, 

especially to children.

● School food regulations: Banned 

unhealthy foods.
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SC on anticipatory bail 
in caste crime 

SYLLABUS : GS 2 : Executive & Indian Constitution
Newspaper:  Indian Express    Page Number: 14
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What is ‘involution’ ?

SYLLABUS : GS 3 : Growth and Development
Newspaper:   The Hindu   Page Number: 10
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Aadhar is part of Statute, 
can be used by Voters

SYLLABUS : GS 2 : Government Policies & Interventions
Newspaper: The Hindu     Page Number: 10
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Periodic Labour 
Force Survey 

SYLLABUS : GS 3 : Employment, Growth & Development
Newspaper:  Indian Express    Page Number: 15
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Plans for second Indigenous 
population of Cheetahs in MP

SYLLABUS : GS 3 : Conservation
Newspaper:  Indian Express    Page Number: 13
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Q1. Consider the following statements:

1. Gandhi Sagar sanctuary on the Chambal river 
valley is an important protected site for the 
conservation of the Asiatic Cheetah.

2. Asiatic Cheetahs are considered the second fastest 
land animal.

3. Asiatic Cheetahs are listed as Critically Endangered 
on the IUCN Red List.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Anticipatory Bail:

1. The Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes 
Prevention of Atrocities Act 1989 provides for 
Anticipatory bail for crimes committed against the 
vulnerable section of society.

2. Section 482 of Bhartiya Nagrik Suraksha Samhita 
provides for anticipatory bail under which an 
accused can apply for bail even before arrest.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer:  b

Q3. The Chinese economy is considered to be facing 
“Involution”. Which of the following statements correctly 
describes the concept of “Involution”?
a) It is a process in which high inflation in the economy 

leads to large scale job creation.
b) It is a process in which rivals in certain sectors 

indulge in price wars, attempting to create a 
monopoly.

c) It is a process in which the market phases a 
K-shaped recovery or uneven recovery of different 
sectors after an economic overhaul.

d) It is a process in which, with increasing domestic 
production, the unemployment level in the 
economy decreases significantly. 

Answer: b 

Q4. Consider the following statements:
1. Worker Population Ratio (WPR) is 

the percentage of employed 
persons in the population.

2. Labour Force Participation Rate 
(LFPR) is the percentage of people 
in the labour force, excluding those 
who are currently seeking work.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a

Q5. Which of the following statements 
regarding the Aadhaar is NOT correct?
a) It can only be issued to an Indian 

citizen.
b) It is a unique 12-digit identification 

number for the residents of the 
country.

c) It is a valid proof of identity & 
address.

d) It can be used to file Income tax 
returns.

Answer: a
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