
12th September 2025



CONTEXT: The Government of India envisions the Holistic Development of Great Nicobar 
Island to transform it into a hub of economic and strategic activity

Great Nicobar Island 
Project

The 
Analyst 
Handout

12th September 2025

Mapping related aspects

● 836 islands

○ 31 inhabited

● Closer to Chennai/ Kolkata?

● Barren Island

● Indira Point

● Maritime borders with Indonesia, 

Myanmar and Thailand

○ Closest?

UPSC PYQ (P) 2017

Which of the following is 
geographically closest to 
Great Nicobar?

(a) Sumatra
(b) Borneo
(c) Java
(d) Sri Lanka

UPSC PYQ (P) 2018

Consider the following statements:
1. The Barren Island volcano is an active 

volcano located in the Indian territory.

2. Barren Island lies about 140 km east of 

Great Nicobar.

3. The last time the Barren Island volcano 

erupted was in 1991 and it has remained 

inactive since then.

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?

a. 1 only
b. 2 and 3
c. 3 only
d. 1 and 3
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Details of Project

Report NITI Aayog: Mega infrastructure project

International Container 
Transhipment Terminal🚢

Capacity of 14.2 
Million TEUs

Greenfield International 
Airport ✈

To be built to 
international 
standards

Power Plant ⚡ 450 MVA gas and 
solar-based

Township 🏙 Spread over 16,610 
hectares

Detailed EIA and EMP 
by ZSI, BSI, WII

Only 1.82% forest area 
diverted.

CA in Haryana 8 wildlife corridors
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Mains Practise Question

The Great Nicobar Island Project 
represents a classic development vs. 
conservation dilemma on a grand 
scale. Comment.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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󰏝🤝󰐌 Why Mauritius Matters to India?

Historical Connection 📜

🌍 Pre-Independence Era
● French Rule (1720s) 

Puducherry migrants
● 1834 onwards: ~500,000 

Indians (sugarcane, Bih, UP, 
AP) indentured labourers

● 1901: Mahatma Gandhi/ 
National Day on March 12th

󰏝 Post-Independence Era
1948: India + diplomatic relations; 
1968
Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam 
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UPSC PYQ (P) 2015

With reference to ‘Indian Ocean 

Rim Association for Regional 

Cooperation (IOR-ARC)’, consider 

the following statements:

1. It was established very 

recently in response to 

incidents of piracy and 

accidents of oil spills.

2. It is an alliance meant for 

maritime security only.

Which of the statements given 

above is/ are correct?
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Mains Practise Question

Evaluate the role of Mauritius in India’s 
Indian Ocean strategy
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: General issues on Environmental ecology
GS 3: Conservation
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 12

Can vultures prevent 
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🦅The Role of Vultures: Nature's Sanitation Workers

Keystone species

Efficient Carcass Removal in 
30 minutes

Acidic stomach acids (pH ~1)

Anthrax
Rabies

Botulinum 
Brucellosis

📉 The Crisis: India's Vanishing Vultures

Veterinary Drug 
(Diclofenac) 💊

A painkiller given to cattle. For vultures that 
feed on their carcasses, it causes kidney 
failure and death.

Other Threats - Electrocution by power lines ⚡
- Poisoning from other toxins
- Habitat loss

UPSC PYQ (P) 2012

Vultures which used to be very 
common in Indian countryside some 
years ago are rarely seen nowadays. 
This is attributed to
(a) the destruction of their nesting sites 
by new invasive species
(b) a drug used by cattle owners for 
treating their diseased cattle
(c) scarcity of food available to them
(d) a widespread, persistent and fatal 
disease among them.

💰 Cost-Benefit: Conservation vs. Outbreak Response

Action Cost

Invest in Vulture 
Conservation 
(Telemetry, safe zones, 
banning drugs)

Relatively Modest 
investment.

Fight a Full-Blown 
Pandemic (Vaccines, 
lockdowns, burden)

Extremely High 
cost (e.g., 
COVID-19 cost ₹20 
lakh crore+).
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📜 The Bedrock: Understanding Indus Waters Treaty, 1960

River 
System

Rivers Allocatio
n

Primary Use

󰏝 
Eastern 
Rivers

Sutlej, 
Beas, 
Ravi

India 
(Unrestri
cted Use)

Irrigation in 
Punjab, Haryana, 
Rajasthan

󰐣 
Wester
n Rivers

Indus, 
Jhelum, 
Chenab

Pakistan 
(Unrestri
cted Use)

~80% of total 
water flow. 
Pakistan's 
lifeline.

Permanent Indus Commission

Dispute Resolution 
Mechanism

Key 
Institutions 
under IWT

⚖ Two Sides, Two Narratives: The Motivations

India's Perspective (Under Nehru) Pakistan's Perspective

➡ A Gesture for Peace: Nehru saw it as a 
"stabilising gesture" and an "act of 
magnanimity" to anchor regional peace.
➡ Focus on Development: Wanted to avoid 
water disputes to focus on nation-building.
➡ "Purchased Peace": Nehru famously said, 
"We purchased a settlement, if you like; we 
purchased peace." (Criticized today as 
appeasement by EAM Jaishankar).

➡ Deep-Seated Insecurity: As a lower 
riparian, it feared Indian control over its water 
supply.
➡ Strategic Calculation: Understood the 
leverage of an upper riparian. The treaty was 
a way to legally secure flows.
➡ No Celebration: Never celebrated the 80:20 
split, as it acknowledged India's strategic 
advantage and needed to maintain a 
"victimhood" narrative.
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UPSC PYQ (P) 2021

With reference to the Indus river system, of the following four rivers, 
three of them pour into one of them which joins the Indus directly. 
Among the following, which one is such a river that joins the Indus 
direct?

(a) Chenab
(b) Jhelum
(c) Ravi
(d) Sutlej
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Q1. Arrange the following from North to 
South:

1. Indira Point
2. Car Nicobar
3. Port Blair
4. 10° Channel

Which of the following is the correct order?
a) 3 → 2 → 1 → 4
b) 2 → 3 → 4 → 1
c) 4 → 3 → 2 → 1
d) 3 → 4 → 2 → 1

Answer: d

Q2. How many of the following countries 
are members of the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (IORA)?

1. Australia
2. France
3. Mauritius
4. Tanzania
5. Nigeria

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below.
a) Only Two
b) Only Three
c) Only Four
d) All Five

Answer: c

Q3. Regarding the Indus Water Treaty, 
consider the following statements:

1. The Eastern Rivers—Sutlej, Beas, and 
Ravi—are allocated for India’s 
unrestricted use.

2. The Western Rivers—Indus, Jhelum, 
and Chenab—are allocated for 
Pakistan’s unrestricted use.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q4. Regarding Mental Healthcare in India, 
consider the following statements:

1. The Mental Healthcare Act, 2017, 
criminalises suicide in India.

2. The National Suicide Prevention 
Strategy (2022) aims to reduce 
suicide mortality by 10% by 2030.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are NOT correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q5. Consider the following statements 
regarding the PM CARES Fund:

1. It falls under the purview of the Right 
to Information Act.

2. Foreign donations are allowed under 
the fund.

3. It is audited by the Comptroller and 
Auditor General of India.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a
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