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Background:
● Some Facebook pages, including one called Next Generation Nepal, began to post 

on the grim political situation in Nepal and the massive corruption in high places.
● No specific individuals appeared to be promoting the posts, but it was clear that 

most of them belonged to a generation that was born between 1996 and 2012, the 
cohort known as “Generation Z”, or ‘Gen Z’.

● Issues Highlighted: 
○ corrupt political system: immunity that politicians enjoy from investigation or 

accountability.
○ social inequality and the lack of job opportunities.

● Government response: banned 26 social media platforms, including prominent 
ones like Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram, X, and YouTube, for failing to register with 
the authorities by a certain deadline.

● Present situation: PM K P Sharma Oli resigned, and President Ram Chandra Poudel 
was at an undisclosed location under the protection of the Army.

Brief History of Political instability in Nepal:

India-Nepal Relations: Convergences:
● Historical Ties: 

○ Buddhism with Buddha’s birthplace Lumbini located in present day Nepal.
○ Roti-Beti ka Rishta
○ Treaty of Peace and Friendship of 1950: reciprocal treatment of Indian and Nepali 

citizens in the two countries, in residence, property, business and movement.
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● Geo-Strategic significance of Nepal:
○ acts as buffer states against any possible aggression from China.

● Trade and Economy:
○ India is the largest trading partner of Nepal and the highest source of FDI.

● Connectivity:
○ laying an electric rail track linking Kathmandu with Raxaul in India.

● Power sector & energy:
○ 2019: South Asia’s first cross-border petroleum products pipeline, connected 

Motihari in India to Amlekhgunj in Nepal.
● Defence Cooperation: 

○ Recruitment of Nepalese soldiers in Gorkha regiments of the Indian Army. 
○ Surya Kiran- annual Joint military exercise conducted alternatively in the two 

countries.
● Multilateral Cooperation:

○  BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal), BIMSTEC, SAARC & International 
Solar Alliance.

● Disaster Management:
○ Following the 2015 earthquake in Nepal, New Delhi was the first responder as it 

carried out Operation Maitri in the region.
○ India supplied Covishield to Nepal under its Vaccine Maitri Initiative.

Divergences:
● Territorial Disputes: 

○ Kathmandu published a new political map in 2020 that showed three Indian 
territories - Limpiyadhura, Kalapani and Lipulekh - as part of Nepal.

● China’s Rising Footprint:
○ Nepal a key partner in Belt and Road Initiative.
○ Gorkhas, traditionally in the Indian Army, might join China's People's Liberation Army 

(PLA) due to concerns over India's new Agniveer scheme.
○ undermine Nepal’s distinction of a buffer state between India and China.

● Trust Gap: 
○ India’s slow pace of project implementation and the alleged perception of India’s 

interference in Nepal’s politics.
● Treaty Concerns: Nepal sees the 1950 INFP Treaty as outdated and an Indian imposition.
● Security issues: Porous border
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Way Ahead:
● Sustained and open diplomatic discussions
● Encourage Track-II diplomacy involving non-governmental entities, academics, 

and civil society.
● Revisiting the Friendship treaty
● Explore and implement joint hydropower projects
● Policy of Non-interference in internal politics

Mains Practice Question

“India and Nepal share deep historical, cultural, and economic ties, yet their bilateral 
relations often face challenges due to political, strategic, and border-related issues. 
Discuss the opportunities and challenges in strengthening India–Nepal relations in the 
present geopolitical context.”

(15 Marks, 250 words)

The 
Analyst 
Handout

10th September 2025

CONTEXT: Gen Z Protests are being witnessed at Nepal.

Why is Kathmandu Burning?



● Articles 63 to 71 of the Constitution deal with the Vice President.
○ Articles 63: There shall be a Vice-President of India.

Election of Vice President:
● Eligibility Criteria: Article 66 (3)
○ Must be an Indian citizen.
○ Should have completed 35 years of age.
○ Qualified for Rajya Sabha membership.
○ Article 66(4): Should not hold an office of profit under Union or State Government 

or any local authority or any public authority. 
■ Exception: a person shall not be deemed to hold any office of profit by reason only 

that he is the President or Vice-President of the Union or the Governor of any State 
or is a Minister either for the Union or for any State.

○ Article 66 (2): The Vice-President shall not be a member of either House of 
Parliament or of a House of the Legislature of any State, and if a member of either 
House of Parliament or of a House of the Legislature of any State be elected 
Vice-President, he shall be deemed to have vacated his seat in that House on the 
date on which he enters upon his office as Vice-President.
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Indian v/s American VP:
● Succession to Presidency:

○ American: Succeeds to Presidency when it falls vacant, and remains President 
for the Unexpired term of his predecessor.

○ Indian: acts as the President only temporarily during a vacancy until a new
President is elected (max 6 months). The role is limited to exigencies.

● Duties Beyond Constitutional Role:
○ American: beyond those specified in the U.S. Constitution, are determined at 

the discretion of the President.
○ Indian: S/he cannot be assigned any additional functions by the President or 

Parliament.
● Election Process:

○ American: chosen along with the President by the same Electoral College, 
where electors cast one vote for each office.

○ Indian: Vice-President is elected separately by an Electoral College consisting 
of MPs from both Houses of Parliament.

Role as Chairman of Rajya Sabha: Article 64 states that the VP shall be the ex-officio 
Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha.
● Procedural authority: 

○ Maintaining Decorum: Under Rule 256 of Procedure and Conduct of Business 
in the Rajya Sabha, the Chairman can suspend a member for the remainder 
of the session if the member's conduct is grossly disorderly or disregards the 
authority of the Chair.

○ Maintaining Quorum - 1/10th of total no. of members
○ Casting Vote - (Article 100)

● Referring bills to parliamentary committees based on subject matter expertise.
● Constitutional interpretation: Rules of Procedure
● Privilege Protection
● Disqualification Powers - 10th Schedule
● Facilitates consensus-building on contentious issues through all-party meetings 

and informal consultations.
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MAINS PYQ

“ Discuss the role of the Vice –Presidents of India as the chairman of the Rajya Sabha.” 
(2022)

Mains Practice Question

“Compare and contrast the election procedures of the President and the Vice-President of 

India.”

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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How Kerala is tackling rapid Urbanisation
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Why is the report unique?
● Participatory Approach: Rather than imposing “top-down solutions,” policies were 

co-produced with citizens.
● Climate resilience embedded: every pillar integrates disaster awareness.
● Emancipation of public finance: municipal bonds and green levies which

give local bodies fiscal agency.
● Re-defines governance: from passive bureaucracies to dynamic election-led city 

cabinets, guided by youth technocrats.
● Data fuels policy: closing the feedback loop between lived reality and institutional 

action.
● Dismantle silos: in planning, finance, governance and re-assemble them into a 

360° urban system.

How Kerala is tackling rapid Urbanisation
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About Indus Script
➔ Material Form:

◆ Indus Script inscriptions appear on various materials, including Seals and seal 
impressions, Pottery, Bronze tools, Stoneware bangles, Bones, Shells, Ivory, Steatite, 
bronze, and copper tablets.

➔ Features:
◆ Boustrophedon method: i.e., written from right to left on one line and then from left 

to right in the next line.
◆ Mainly pictographic: containing 250 to 400 pictographs where each letter stands for 

some sound, idea, or object.
◆ Inscription Length: Typically short, with an average of five characters, the longest 

has 26 characters.
◆ Logosyllabic: where signs represented objects, words or homophones.

➔ Challenges in Deciphering:
◆ Lack of bilingual inscriptions: Unlike the Rosetta Stone for Egyptian hieroglyphs, no 

comparable bilingual texts have been found.
◆ Short inscriptions: The brevity of inscriptions (less than 30 signs) makes it difficult to 

identify recurring patterns.
◆ Unknown language: Scholars speculate links to Dravidian, Indo-European, 

Austroasiatic, or even lost language families.
◆ Unclear links to later Indian writing systems (e.g., Brahmi, Devanagari) has left the 

Indus Valley Civilization among the least understood ancient civilizations.

➔ Benefit of Deciphering:
◆ Cultural Heritage: Connection to modern Dravidian and South Asian languages and 

traditions.
◆ Academic Impact: Could bridge gaps in early South Asian history.
◆ Historical Importance: Can redefine understanding of early Indian civilisation and its 

global interactions.
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 About Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
● Location: formerly known as the Millennium Dam, is situated in the 

Benishangul-Gumuz region of Ethiopia, near the border with Sudan.
● River: It is located on the Blue Nile, one of the main tributaries of the Nile River.
● Construction Started: April 2011
● Capacity: 

○ Can hold 74 billion cubic metres of water and generate 5,150 megawatts of 
electricity.

○ It is the largest hydroelectric power plant in Africa.
● Dispute: Egypt and Sudan fear the massive $4.2bn GERD will severely reduce the 

share of Nile water they receive and have repeatedly asked Ethiopia to stop filling it 
until they have all reached agreement on how it should work.

Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
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About Nile River
● It is the longest river in the world.
● Rises: south of the Equator and drains into the Mediterranean Sea.
● River basin includes parts of Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo, Kenya, Uganda, South Sudan, Ethiopia, Sudan, and the cultivated part of 
Egypt.

● Two main branches
○ Blue Nile coming from the Ethiopian and Eritrean highlands (Source of 85% of 

total flow).
○ White Nile, coming from the Great Lakes region.

● The White Nile meets the Blue Nile at Khartoum, the Sudanese capital.
● The Blue Nile originates from Lake Tana in Ethiopia.

Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
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About Bhupen Hazarika  
Early life and musical learning:
● Born in unified Assam in 1926 in Sadiya, a village next to the Brahmaputra’s deepest point.
● Credited his understanding of music to his mother’s lullabies and the tribal music of 

Assam that he grew up around. In fact one can spot the touches of the lullabies in his film, 
the Dimple Kapadia-starrer Rudaali (1993).

● Learned music from Bishnu Prasad Rabha.
● College: 

○ studied political science at Banaras Hindu University, where he was fascinated by 
the shehnai of Ustad Bismillah Khan.

○ 1948 - after working briefly with All India Radio
○ PhD in Mass Communication from Columbia University in New York.

● Inspired by African-American musician Paul Robeson, whose rendition of Ol’ Man River, 
which highlighted the struggles of African-Americans, was later adapted into Assamese as 
Bistirno Parore (Of the Wide Shores) and Bengali version Bistirno Duparey.

Expansive career:
● Directed Assamese films - including Shakuntala (1961) and Pratidhwani (1964).
● Composed songs for films: Ek Pal (1986), followed by Rudaali (1993) and Daman (2001).
● Voice in Samay dheere chalo and the composition Dil hoom hoom kare still remain 

popular.
● Wrote and composed over 1,500 songs, made 14 films.
● Edited magazines - Amar Pratinidhi and Pratidhwani
● Awards: 

○ Dadasaheb Phalke for his lifetime contribution towards Indian cinema and a Padma 
Bhushan.

○ Awarded the Bharat Ratna (posthumously) in 2019.
● Headed several organisations including the Sangeet Natak Akademi and Assam Sahitya 

Sabha.
● Political career: fought independently and won the state elections and was an MLA from 

1967-72.
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About Aadhaar

● Aadhaar is a 12-digit unique identification number issued by the Unique Identification 
Authority of India to every individual resident of India.

● Serves as proof of identity, which is linked to the individual's biometric and demographic 
information.

● UIDAI: statutory authority under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology.

How does UIDAI ensure the safety and security of the Aadhaar?
● Virtual Aadhaar:

○ It is a temporary, revocable 16-digit random number mapped with the Aadhaar 
number. 

○ Authentication may be performed using VID in a manner similar to using Aadhaar 
number. 

○ It is not possible to derive Aadhaar number from VID.
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● Masked Aadhaar:
○ Mask Aadhaar option allows you to mask your Aadhaar number in your downloaded 

e-Aadhaar.
○ Masked Aadhaar number implies replacing of first 8 digits of the Aadhaar number 

with some characters like “xxxx-xxxx” while only the last 4 digits of the Aadhaar 
Number are visible.

● Tokenization of Aadhaar
○ UID Token is returned as part of every authentication, which is the unique token for 

that Aadhaar number holder within that agency.
○ It is an alphanumeric string meant only for system usage
○ This Token will be unique for each Aadhaar number for a particular entity.

Q. Consider the following statements: (2018)
1. Aadhaar card can be used as a proof of citizenship or domicile.
2. Once issued, Aadhaar number cannot be deactivated or omitted by the Issuing Authority.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Q1. With reference to India–Nepal relations, 
consider the following statements:

1. The 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship 
between India and Nepal provides for 
reciprocal rights of residence, ownership of 
property, employment, and movement for 
citizens of both countries.

2. India and Nepal share an open border, 
which allows nationals of both countries to 
move across without visa restrictions.

3. Nepal is a member of SAARC but not a 
member of BIMSTEC.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

 Answer: b

Q2. With reference to the Vice President of India, 
consider the following statements:

1. The Vice President is elected by an 
electoral college consisting of members of 
both Houses of Parliament, including 
nominated members.

2. The Vice President is the ex-officio 
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.

3. The Vice President holds office for a term 
of five years but continues until a 
successor assumes office.

4. The Vice President can be removed by a 
resolution of the Rajya Sabha passed by 
an effective majority and agreed to by the 
Lok Sabha.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Answer: d

Q3.Consider the following statements regarding 
the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts 
(IGNCA):

1. It is an autonomous trust under the Union 
Ministry of Culture.

2. It serves as a resource centre for the arts, 
encompassing written, oral, and visual traditions.
3. It is the nodal agency for the National Mission 
on Manuscripts.
4. It is headquartered in Bengaluru.
Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1, 2 and 3 only
c) 2, 3 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Answer: b

Q4. With reference to the geography of Ethiopia, 
consider the following statements:

1. The Great Rift Valley passes through 
Ethiopia, dividing the Ethiopian Highlands.

2. Ethiopia is a landlocked country in the Horn 
of Africa.

3. The Blue Nile originates from Lake Tana in 
Ethiopia.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

 Answer: c

Q5.With reference to Bhupen Hazarika, consider 
the following statements:

1. He was awarded the Bharat Ratna 
posthumously.

2. He was associated with the Indian People’s 
Theatre Association (IPTA).

3. His songs often blended themes of 
humanity, unity, and universal 
brotherhood.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: d
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