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PM to Attend SCO in China

lagipam & RAVI

9th August 2025

CONTEXT: This will be PM Modi’s first visit to China in over 7 years — last attended SCO

in Qingdao, 2018
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Member states of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization,

In addition to official member states,
the SCO has one observer state
and 14 dialogue partners
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Plan to boost local currency settlement
among SCO countries underway

Eurasian Trade Routes

De-dollarization creates fairer, more equal global trade, financial
system: experts

By Chu Daye
N f Yy % &

= India’s Role in SCO

Opportunities for India X Challenges for India
v Counter-terrorism cooperation A Balancing QUAD & SCO
v Energy security A Pakistan’s presence
v Economic ties with Eurasia A BRI disputes
v Multilateral diplomacy A Low trade with Central Asia

¢ India’s Strategy

Push for counter-terrorism measures.
Promote Chabahar Port

Advocate national currency trade
Use SCO for Central Asia outreach.
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International North South

UPSC PYQ (M) 2025 " st vt
' USSIA Transport Corridor (INSTC)

e — — — — i & : Moscow
PO

I_Inditzl is one of the founding members of = ,
I S " . Volgograd
| the International North-South Transport : @gfan

| corridor (INSTC), a multimodal ok,
transportation corridor, which will !\’@ o]

I e IRAN PAKISTAN

| connect: B

| (a) India to Central Asia to Europe via Iran o7 oy VAbbas

| (b) India to Central Asia via China New Maritime Route

Suez Canal Route

Existing Roads )

| and Myanmar Railroad network SUDAN
@© Key Corridor Hubs

| (c) India to South-East Asia through Bangladesh

I_(d) India to Europe through Azerbaijan

- o e
! Tensions ' Ladakh border face-off since May 2020
(2020-2023) | Galwan Valley clash (June 2020)
St T S —.
& Thaw | Disengagement at Demchok & Depsang (2024)

(2024-2025) | Modi-Ximeeting at Kazan, Russia (Oct 2024)
I revived dialogues

© | Resumption of Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
Copiidoncoaiii ULt LSS loC EREC ot ohals e e Will Trump's Tariffs Cause Thaw
building | Modalities under discussion for direct flights In India-China Relations?

Great ‘U’ Bend
MEDOG COUNTY

CHINA

MODI’'S FIRST CHINA TRIP 3
CHINA'S TSANGPO PROJECT
SINCE GALWAN [N ey

YARLUNG TSANGPO RIVER
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CONTEXT: This will be PM Modi’s first visit to China in over 7 years — last attended SCO
in Qingdao, 2018

Strategic Balancing in a Multipolar World &

] Siasat.com

‘Upholding the Shanghai Spirit. SCO on the Move” , o
Netanyahu confirms India’s

e Shift from West-dominated platforms 58 SF IsiseN Naapohs e

Sindoor

e Middle Power Diplomacy il

e Trump's policies

e Russianties

e Counterbalance China’s dominance

e Belarus Membership (Potash)

e Potential oil & gas agreements
8 noTV

Putin To Visit India This Year As Trump
Targets Nations Over Russian Oil

e RATS (Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure)

1 day ago

Vidins Practise Question The main objfactivesof
Ldefless Mot Quissdey multilateralism today

The Joint Statement entitled Together for stronger multilateralism, launched in 2020

India's pq rticipation at sco to mark the 75th annwe:;s;x[rj);(r);stgeml:ilrl)ralgngsb;?s:];e&g:]tgs;\. the multilateral system
summit in China shows
commitment to regional éig
multilateralism despite bilateral
. Reduce inequality and leave no one behind
ten3|ons. with a just transition.
15 Marks, 250 words
( ) Ensure sustainable @ 'mFI’I“;"E healthdand
i i =1 T well-being conditions
PYQ. Critically examine the aims and objectives of S il -gh | I | and the efficiency
SCO. What importance does it hold for India? (2021) - atthe nedlih systern.

Protect our planet

from the threat
of climate change.

Harness the potential
of the digital revolution.

rights, democracy .., peace, security
and gender equality. and justice.

Defend human & - J % Build and promote
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CONTEXT: This piece explores the contours of industrial mishaps in the country - a stark
reminder of the grim realities of industrial safety.

¢ Industrial Accidents in India

An industrial accident is any unplanned event in an industrial setup that results in injury, iliness,
death, or damage to property/environment.

____________________________________________ R O e |
= | : .

| . . . . L — ! Fire & Explosion — 2023 Telangana !

i Current Situation in India jl T Sigachi Industries blast :

e e —————— I e

" | : S T R T R .

i Worker deaths in last 5 years | 6,500 (Lab Min + RTI) || Toxic ChemicalRelease - g, !

ot L | } Bhopal Gas Tragedy (1984) :

| Avg. deaths/day | ~3 deaths .| Vizag LG Polymers leak (2020).

B ittty 00 | R N N S N S =

| Major chemical accidents post-2020 [ 130+ (CSE study,2022) | m=====s=ss-ooo oo oo =

:— —————————————————————————— RSB S —" :— - 4 Mechanical/Structural Failures — !

| Fatalities in these accidents | 218+ | | crane collapse, boiler bursts |

el e v v e e v

5 s | =

| Serious accidents in registered | Tevery 2days - -+ Mining Disasters - roof collapse, !

| factories | (DGFASLI) . gas explosions :

__________________________ e e

r | SEEEEEEEEEEsemsmem———

: State-level hotspots: Gujarat, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Tamil ! SN i

' Nadu, Andhra Pradesh - -4 cConstruction Site Accidents - !
. I : falls, equipment mishandling

7 {____: — ::_:::_-_:T__:::_—_::_-_ ::

(, Causes of Industrial Disasters  SdfetyViciation r sUnite RO

: : Compliant !

[ R A

| No fire extinguishers | 65% :

. o — bm——————— B

1. ReQUIatory Failures : Locked emergency exits : 48% :

B e D L e EE D T |

e NoFire NOC: 70% SMEs operate without fire clearance. : No hasard tralhin : 799 :

e Fake Safety Audits: "Tick-box" inspections. Latoin e g_ _____ L o i

e Weak Penalties: Z1L fine for fatalities (vs. 220Cr+ in EV). | Non-functional gas | 5% |

| sensors I |

R O I TS SRR 4

2. Systemic Negligence
Occupational hazard

3' corporate Apathy Out of the total industrial casualties, 5,629 were reported in
factory settings, while 549 deaths were reported from mines.
e Cost-cutting: Safety = "Expense’, not "Right". Fatalities at mines Factory deaths in key states (2018)
e  Contract Labour Exploitation: No PF/insurance. m 1M1 o Gujarat
Maharashtra 142
4. Informal Sector Black Hole Ehaiteeam al

Tamil Nadu 84

72018 2019 2020 Karnataka 73

5. Govt. policies

Factory deaths rose after declining in 2017

e UP has 12 inspectors for 50K factories %@
e Compensation Delays (Avg. 5+ years in courts) i) o

Source: Labour ministry
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CONTEXT: This piece explores the contours of industrial mishaps in the country - a stark
reminder of the grim realities of industrial safety.

: GLOBAL DEATHS RELATED s
Human Cost of Indifference & TO INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS | =zon

Economic cost — loss of breadwinner = into poverty.

2013

S - - R meo

Social cost — orphans, widows, migration stress. m2015
GERMANY II 875 w2016
Psychological trauma — survivors & families. = 2017
i I. paa EXPLOS|VE —_—

. . ) MATERIAL
Intergenerational impact — children & health suffer. UK II 397 2019
22, %
i
0 2000 4000 6000 8000 gg g_

Source - ILOSTAT

Legal & Policy Framework in India _-

L ——
: Factories Act, 1948

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
&

Worker safety, health, working '
conditions |

|
Regulates explosives manufacturing & |
handling ;

|
Mandatory insurance for hazardous |
industries :

National Policy on Safety, Health &
nvironment at Workplace (2009

N

m

Consolidates safety laws (yet to be fully

|
5 |
Working Conditions Code, 2020 implemented |

| Occupational Safety, Health and
|
|
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Best Practices & Recommendations

A. Regulatory Strengthening

e Unified safety law (merge 15+ Acts).
e Independent Industrial Safety Regulator.

B. Monitoring & Enforcement

e Digital inspection systems.

C.Risk Knowledge Base

D. Worker-Centric Measures

e  Multilingual safety training & regular drills.
e  PPE provision + health check-ups.

e  Surprise audits with penalties linked to turnover.

e National Chemical Risk Database with GIS mapping.

E. Technology & Innovation

e |oT gas leak sensors, Al predictive
maintenance.

e  Environmentally Sound
Technologies (UNEP).

F.Incentives

e  Subsidies/tax breaks for safety
upgrades.

Mains Practise Question

"Industrial accidents in India are
not acts of God but governance

failures.” Discuss.
(15 Marks, 250 words)

» A majority of the
pharma industries
lack proper safety

ony 60% —

of the industrial

» North Andhra
Pradesh has

» Officials
claim political
intervention delays
prompt action against

erring industries

around 2,900 ) A

mechanisms | units in north

AP follow pre-
scribed safety
and mainte-

nance norms

» The management in these
units continue to operate

with limited manpower,
sub-standard quality material
and absence of safety measures

» Accidents have also | » Two persons died
occurred in public setor | and three others
units such as Visakhapatnam | received burn
Steel Plant, HPCL-VR injuries following
» Two workers were charred beyond | a fire accident at
recognition and five suffered severe burn | an active pharma-
injuries when a reactor exploded due to ceutical ingredient
high pressure in Sainor Life Sciences Pvt Ltd | (API) unit at JINPC
at JNPC, Parawada on September 28, 2016 on May 2, 2016
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Gyllabu : G.S. 2: Indian Constitution

Newspaper: Indian Express, Page No. 8

i Revision of OBC Creamy Layer Income Limit
[ees=scms=ss=s=—mn = 3
S.No Creamy Layer Non-creamy layer I Economically advanced |
| |
1 Income- Above 8 lakh Income- Below 8 lakh : members of (,)BCS exclyded :
| from reservation benefits. |
2 Family income- Above 8 lakh Family income- Below 8 lakh :— ——————————————————— JI
( agriculture income will not include) ( agriculture income will not include) | Concept introduced in Indra |
| |
3 | Inthe case of any competitive exam, you You enjoy the benefits including age | Sawhney Case (1992) - SC |
are not eligible to take a relaxation relaxation and competitive exam : held that the advanced :
4 No requirement for any certificate For reservation, you need to require to : section of OBCs ShO_UId be :
submit an OBC certificate | kept out of reservations. |
A e e N
______________________________________________ | |
I = 5 11 Ensure reservation reaches |
| = Legal & Policy Background Il the socially and |
I— ———————— O e e S J. | educationally backward, :
| 1993 : DoPT Order — Creamy layer limit to be revised every 3 I| not the already well-off. |
: | years or earlier if required. N ___1
Fm——————— IL ————————————————————————————————————— 1
| 2004-2013 | Gradualincreases - 225 lakh — 745 lakh — 26 lakn. l
SR R P R U e e e e D DD S S D 1
| T [
| 2017 : Raised from 6.5 lakh — 28 lakh per annum. I
| |
[ s R R R
| 2024 : No revision despite inflation and income growth trends. :
~ Why Revision is Being Demanded?
. : e e |
Inflation | 28 lakh in 2017 has far less | ¢ Committee’s Key |
| .
Impact ul | purchasing power in 2025. | Observations |
e e e s e S Vs S s T s s Y | 1
R I | .
Income | Even lower-middle-income | e Need to widen coverage
| - : i .
Growth ~/ | households now cross Z8L. o BelsbnelE e llinliel H T
: a large segment of OBCs from:
FE__,;_.____}_'\;________ _____ ;_;;_c"" o Reservation in jobs
quity in | ore genuine needy 5  PeSarVAteRin
Access - : families are being excluded educational institutions
| due to outdated limit. o Access to targeted
e e welfare schemes
I = - .
Social I Larger OBC segment needs SRk iesMatic Scholc-:rs.hlp
. | Parental Income Limit to 25
Justice < | state support to reach lakh/year
| educational & social parity.
|
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Csyllabu : G.S. 3: Energy

Newspaper: The Hindu, Page No. 10

W Why LPG Price Matters?
OI L M A R K ETI N G India imports most of its LPG — Saudi Contract

Price

Image shows top performing oil marketing companies their 1 returns

I 1 Year Return(%) " - " . . . "
| 2711 | W cve International prices rise but retail prices in India

? are kept artificially low
@ ;;:,y onoc I 214 .
83% W Example.

International-linked price (Feb 2025): 1,028.50
per 14.2 kg cylinder (Delhi).

Actual selling price: 2803 per cylinder.

Loss per cylinder = 225.50 (approx).

Under-recovery = Selling price fixed by govt <
Cost price linked to international markets
FY25: 3 OMCs lost 41,000+ crore

P e e e e e e |
| ul How the April Changes Worked |

Govtcan: e e SR < N S |
L | Excise duty T by 22/litre | More govt revenue |

1. Givedirect grants (Example: | on petrol & diesel | (~232,000 crore/year) I
222,000 crore in 2022). S N —— TN AN A— l

2. Raise taxes elsewhere and | LPG price T by 850 per | Slight relief to OMCs |
chantel finds to OMEs. | cylinder | (but still selling below cost) |
Fo——————— S |

No pass-through of Consumers protected from

In this case:

I
|
| excise hike to petrol/diesel hike
| consumers
|
duty on petrol & diesel by Govt channels extra Covers part of LPG

excise money + OMCs under-recovery

Z2/litre.

| |
| |
| |
' |
e April 2025: Govt hikedexcise | i ____________________ :
: :
| |
| |
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ewspaper: The Hindu, Page No. 10

Gyllabus: G.S.3:Energy

#: Why This Is Important

e Strategic public sector
e Fuelinfra boost

e Keeps LPG affordable
e Avoids political
backlash

e e o o o o o o o o o o e o e e o owe
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Syllabus: G.S. 2: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population
Newspaper: The Hindu, Page No. 11

Multidisciplinary Education and Research Improvement in Technical Education

@ Key Objectives

A government statement

Mczgv said MERITE would work
as a Central Sector Scheme

with a total financial impli-

cation of 4,200 crore to be

[
[
[
[
| v Boost Employability
[
[

spent in five years, bet- :
[
[
[
[
[
[
|
[

v Promote Research & Innovation

ween 2025-26 and 2029-30, v Digital Transformation
h . adding that 2,100 crore .
will come as an external as- v Gender Inclusion

MER'TE scHEME sistance from the World

ELEVATING TECHNICAL ST o]
palbar ARk RETA T ———————————

v Multidisciplinary Learning

|

|

e e e e e e 1

e Cabinet nod for MERITE Scheme in 275 ' Enai ; —|r 175 ]'_C icul dernizati |
technical institutions comprising 175 : Cn%meerlng I e tL:rlntr)no CilEcksie ) :
engineering institutions & 100 polytechnics | colleges 4 Lresearc elors |

I (B T T T e e e e 1

. . I' Polytechnics I 100 I Skill labs, industry partnerships !

e Covers all States and UTs with interventions RO | S | 4'
aligned to NEP-2020 | s T p |

| Regulatory Bodies | AICTE,NBA | Quality assurance, accreditation |

S P O S S S e S e d

» MERITE Scheme Benefits At a Glance

For Students Cabinet Approves

X Industry Internships - Mandatory hands-on training. M ERITE* scne m e

€ Updated Curriculum - A, IoT, sustainability integrated.

© Language Workshops — English + regional languages.

For Institutions . ’
Major expected outcomes: 88

~.A Digitalization strategies in
participating States/ UTs

Development of guidelines
LMX for multidisciplinary

. Incubation Centers — Support for startups.

¢ Research Hubs - Govt-industry-academia collaboration.

H Djigital Governance — ERP systems for admin efficiency.

programs among technical
For Faculty COUTSes
& Women Leadership Programs — Training for future Increase in learning and
academic administrators. employability skills of students
@ Faculty Development - Global exposure, pedagogy % Strengthened research and
training. innovation environment
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Syllabus: G.S. 3: Space
Newspaper: Indian Express, Page No. 14

NASA'’s Plan to Put a Nuclear Reactor on the Moon!

POWER THE MOON

Nasa races to build a nuclear reactor
to power future space missions

)

Fission reactor

e Future Human Missions
e Long-term moon habitation

e Lunar night lasts ~14 Earth days

Radiator T Bl S e e |
' : Fuel : U-fuel rods (low-enriched) :
F—————- B B |
: Fission Reaction :
| e e = e — |
) | Heat : Heat drives a system to |
Thermoelectric l | produce electricity |
generator I _] |
P i PR e e e e R e e S |

= |
; * | Output : 100 kW (~70-80 homes) :
e N A AR |
| Heat : Large radiators release excess
| Disposal | heat into space (since no |
: : water/air on Moon to cool it) :
e o e e o e o e e e e e e s s e sy e e e e e e I

| Where Will It Go? Moon’s south pole
—_— - Water ice deposits
Some sunlight
%y Space Race 2.0?

The U.S. and China Lead
The Space Race 2.0

Distribution of investment in private space
companies since 2014, by target country

46.3

29.8
I - =
B =
S CN SG (€]3]
* G alla

Total investment in space
startups since 2014:

265 billion U.S. dollars

71
2.7 2.3
[— 1.2 1.1
ID IN FR CA

Other
ar

As of Nov 3, 2022
Source: Space Capital

statista %a

U.S., Chinaq, Russia all have plans for
nuclear-powered lunar bases by 2030.

Whoever sets up first could:

e Control prime resource zones
e Establish “keep-out zones” under
their control

pm— Y 3

1142
L] ) :

é for C
i ﬂ

#0Outer Space Treaty

January 27, 1967 in Washington DC, UsA ||

j Er

A
«Q - -

On 27 January 1967, the Treaty on Principles Governing the

Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,

including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies was opened for

signature by the three depository Governments - the Russian

Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States of America.
—

S

7\
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Syllabus: G.S. 3: Environmental pollution and degradation
Newspaper: The Hindu, Page No. 13

4 PM Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative Vehicle Enhancement Scheme
v Boost EV Adoption — e-2W, e-3W, e-buses, e-trucks,

PM E-DRIVE
e-ambulances.

| 1
| 1
: v Eliminate Range Anxiety — 72,000+ charging stations. :
S c H E M E i v Cut Carbon Emissions !
| v Digital Integration — Unified EV Super App |
The PM Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative .
Vehicle Enhancement Scheme is a Rs. 10,900 cr r
scheme for the promotion of electric mobility in :
the country. :_ ______________ e — — o 1
The PM E-Drive Scheme will support
_{ 25,200 Cr
|
r

Direct subsidy via :
88,500 EV charging sites |
|

e-vouchers

The schema proposes the installation of = LR _—"" &= = . r——————-— i e e 1
o 22,100 fast chargers for e-4 Ws : E-Bus Sewa Scheme : 3,700 Cr : 10,000 electric buses :
e 1800 fastchargers for e-buses | | | |
® 48,400 fast chargers for e-2W/3Ws P A W P NE T SN | B L DL L el |

The outlay for EV PCS will be X a’ : & -3 r--r-r—-—-=-=~"===7="~~~==7==~7=T7===7==7777"7 1

L3 Y .
Rs.2,000 crore. - V How Incentives Work?

= 1
RN L
- : e Buyers = Aadhaar-linked e-vouchers
; ® Subsidies =15-30% of vehicle cost.
1

I Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited nodal agency for
3 I charging infra + Unified EV Super App
L

@ Other aspects
4 Charging Infrastructure Plan & PM E-Bus Sewa Scheme
,,,,,,,, e et e i e s
Ministry | MoHUA
? DeploymentStrategy | [ " e
Target | 10,000 e-buses in 169 cities
e Urban Areas — 50,000 stations (cities, | L———_——__ e
malls, offices). Model | Public-Private Partnership
e  Highways - 22,000 stations (every 25 |
km on key routes). Iravel With
e Types - Fast (DC), Slow (AC), Battery S
Swap Stations. P M - e B U
i S E W A 10,000 e-Buses to be
E Uunified EV Super App (By BHEL) deployed in 169 cities
e  Real-time charger availability Sl el Support for 10 years
e Slot booking & payments
+ T plannerforvs e e
services 45,000 - 55,000
B MAA,A‘Q&AA“
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Ql. Consider the following statements regarding
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO):

1.  The SCO was initially established as a
security grouping known as the "Shanghai
Five" in 1996 before expanding and
adopting its present name in 2001.

2.  India and Pakistan became full members
of the SCO in 2017.

3. The SCO Secretariat is located in Beijing,
China.

4. The SCO has a Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS) headquartered in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan.

Which of the statements given above are
correct?

a) land2only

b) 1,2and3only

c) 1,2and4only

d 1,23and4

Answer:b

Q2. Regarding the "OBC Creamy Layer” concept
in India, consider the following:

1. The concept of the creamy layer was first
introduced by the Supreme Court in the
Indra Sawhney case (1992).

2.  Persons belonging to the creamy layer
among OBCs are eligible for reservation
benefits in education and public
employment.

3. Theincome limit for determining the
creamy layer status is notified by the
Central Government and is subject to
periodic revision.

How many of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) Only One

b)  Only Two

c) AllThree

d) None
Answer: b

Q3.Regarding the MERITE (Multidisciplinary
Education and Research Improvementin
Technical Education) scheme, consider the
following statements:
1. Itaims to enhance quality and access in
technical education through
multidisciplinary approaches in line with

the NEP 2020.

2.1t is a centrally sponsored scheme
implemented by the Ministry of Education.
3. It focuses only on Indian Institutes of
Technology(IITs).
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

a) lonly

b) land2only

c) 2and3only

d 1,2and3
Answer: a

Q4. Regarding the “PM eDrive” initiative,
consider the following statements:

1. Itis aimed at promoting the adoption of
electric vehicles in public and private
transport sectors.

2.  Theinitiative focuses on setting up
charging infrastructure and
battery-swapping stations across the
country.

3. Itisimplemented by the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways.

How many of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) Only One

b)  Only Two

c) AllThree

d) None
Answer: b

Q5. Which of the following Acts/Policies in India
were introduced as a direct response to major
industrial or environmental disasters?
1.  Environment Protection Act, 1986
2. Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991
3.  Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020

Select the correct answer using the codes given
below.

a) lonly

b) 1and2only

c) 2and3only

d 1,2and3
Answer: b

<y
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