Parliament passes two maritime
Bills to modernise India’s shipping
laws

Bill passed in Rajya Sabha amidst the din of Opposition protests against the
Bihar SIR; new shipping laws replace outdated legislation and align India’s
maritime legal framework with global standards
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Abrief debate was held on the Billamid protests. Several Opposition MPs who stood up to participate in the
debate on the Bill, demanded a discussion on SIR. | Photo Credit: Sansad TV via ANI
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The Rajya Sabha was earlier adjourned, soon after the tabling of papers and obituary
references at 11 a.m. When the House reassembled at 2 p.m., Bhubaneswar Kalita, who
was in the Chair, called for taking up The Carriage of Goods by Sea Bill, 2025, even as
Opposition members continued to protest and trooped into the well of the House. The
Bill was approved by voice vote amid the din. It had been passed by the Lok Sabha
earlier.

Also read: Parliament Monsoon Session Day 13 highlights

Replacing outdated laws

Introducing the Bill in the Lok Sabha, Mr. Sonowal said, “This Bill represents a decisive
step towards positioning India as a global leader in maritime trade and governance. It is
a progressive and advanced legislation, up to date with international maritime
conventions and informed by the best practices of leading maritime nations.”
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“The Merchant Shipping Bill, 2024, with 16 Parts and 325 clauses, modernises India’s
maritime legal framework by aligning with international conventions, enhancing safety
at sea, improving emergency response, and ensuring environmental protection. It
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reduces compliance burdens, promotes Indian tonnage, and prioritises seafarer welfare
and ship safety. The Bill aims to make India a globally respected maritime jurisdiction
and unlock sustainable growth, investment, and innovation in the sector,” Mr. Sonowal
added.

Adopting global standards
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