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India’s Issues
🔴 The Unpredictable United 
States
● On Terrorism
● On Trade and Economy
● On Regional Stability
⚖ Double Standards in the West
● Example 1: Tech & Trade 

with China
● Example 2: EU Oil Imports

An Aggressive China
● New group (Pak + BD); next 

Dalai Lama, trade surplus, 
Brahmaputra River
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broken geopolitics
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CONTEXT: The world order today is fragmented — countries are acting to protect 
their own interests. 



Strategic Actions for Multi-Alignment
1. With the West

● Free and open Indo-Pacific
● Focus on Technology (iCET)
● Finalize Trade Deals
● Asserting right to make 

sovereign decisions.
2. With Russia

● Maintain Defense & Energy Ties
● Leverage Multilateral Forums
● Finalize Trade Deals
● Gradual Diversification

3. With China
● No normalization of relations 

until the border situation is 
resolved

● Economic De-risking
● Diplomatic Engagement

4. With the Global South and the 
Neighbourhood

● Be a "Leading Voice"
● Offer a Credible Alternative
● "Neighbourhood First"

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION
For India to navigate a world of 
unpredictable allies, hypocritical trade 
partners, and an aggressive neighbour, 
multi-alignment is not just a choice—it is 
a necessity. Comment. (15 Marks, 250 
words)
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3⃣ Special Safeguards for Victims

✔ Child-friendly investigation (police = 

protectors).

✔ Fast-track courts (cases be resolved 

within 1 year).

✔ No direct confrontation between 

victim and accused.

✔ Mandatory reporting 
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CONTEXT: The Union Government has told the Supreme Court it opposes lowering 
the age of consent from 18 to 16 years under child protection laws. 
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Counter-Argument: Indira Jaising 
(Amicus Curiae)
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Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding punishments under the POCSO Act:

1. Penetrative Sexual Assault is punishable 
with 10 years to life imprisonment.

2. Aggravated Penetrative Sexual Assault 
may attract the death penalty, as per a 
2019 amendment.

3. Non-Penetrative Sexual Assault carries a 
penalty of 3 to 7 years imprisonment.

How many of the above statements is/are 
correct?
a) Only One 
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c
Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding Cloudbursts :

1. It typically occurs due to orographic 
lifting, where moist air is forced to rise 
over hills or mountains.

2. A violent upward flow of air during the 
process can prevent raindrops from 
falling, leading to the sudden release of 
water.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c
Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding India–Philippines relations:

1. India and the Philippines established 
diplomatic relations in 1949.

2. In April 2024, the Philippines became the 
first foreign country to purchase the 
BrahMos missile system from India.

3. India and the Philippines held their first 
bilateral naval drill in the South China 
Sea in August 2025.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding the stages of money laundering:

1. Placement involves introducing illicit 
money into the financial system, often 
through tactics like smurfing.

2. Layering refers to moving money across 
multiple accounts, assets, or borders to 
obscure its origin.

3. Integration is when the illicit money is 
withdrawn and donated to charities 
anonymously.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 only
d) 2 and 3 only

Answer: b
Q5. Consider the following statements 
regarding the PM Internship Scheme:

1. It targets youth aged 21–24 years from 
households with an annual income ≤ ₹8 
lakh.

2. Students from IITs and IIMs are given 
preference under this scheme.

3. The long-term goal is to provide 1 crore 
internships in 5 years.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 only
d) 2 and 3 only

Answer: b
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