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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

NTCA limits tiger corridors to
minimal requirement, multiple
projects to benefit

Among the potential beneficiaries of the new limited definition of tiger corridors
are Western Coalfields Limited (Durgapur open cast mines) and Lloyds Metals &
Energy (Surajgarh iron ore mines) in Maharashtra.
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Tiger corridors are vital wildlife pathways that connect tiger habitats, enabling animal movement, gene flow, and
long term survival.
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Among the potential beneficiaries of the new limited definition of tiger corridors are Western
Coalfields Limited (Durgapur open cast mines) and Lloyds Metals & Energy (Surajgarh iron

ore mines) in Maharashtra.

Asked about the turnabout, NTCA’s inspector general (forests) Sanjayan Kumar, who issued

the clarification in a letter to all state governments yesterday, declined to comment.

Read | Relocating villages from tiger reserves: Why it is needed, issues plaguing the
process
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sq km of forest land — mining of hematite from quartzite, systemic recovery of iron ore, and
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laying out of roadside conveyors — in Surajgarh mines run by Lloyds Metals & Energy in
Gadchiroli’s Etapalli.

At today’s hearing, the NTCA modified that stand by placing on record the clarification it
issued yesterday. This reduced the benchmarks for tiger corridors only to the “least cost

pathways” identified in its 2014 report and the ones recorded by tiger reserves in their

2014 NTCA report itself cautioned that “the corridors shown in this report are minimal
requirement” and that “alternative connectivities do exist in many areas” which “need to be

conserved.”

The case will come up again after two weeks.

This July, researchers from Nagpur-based LRC Foundation applied contemporary Circuitscape

modelling, which reflects multiple probable paths of animal movement—not just the “shortest
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route” — to come up with 192 corridors form a dense network across 10 central Indian states,

enabling tiger movement across 30 tiger reserves and around 150 protected areas.
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