How can SC/ST scholarships be
expanded? | Explained

What is the current parental income limit for students who come from
marginalised communities availing of pre-matric and post-matric
scholarships? What did the Parliamentary Committee on Welfare of OBCs
recommend? What is the eligibility criteria of these scholarships?
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Students inside the classroom of a Gondi school in Mohagaon in Gadchiroliin March. | Photo Credit:
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The story so far:
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What will be the new limit?

. In addition, discussions are also
on to raise the parental income limit of college and school scholarships for OBCs, and
DNTs.

In the Tribal Affairs Ministry, centrally sponsored scholarship schemes for ST students
accounted for about 18.6% of the department’s ¥14,925.81 crore allocation for FY 2025-26.

How many avail of the scholarships?
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Data from earlier this year further showed that for pre-matric scholarships for OBCs,
EBCs, and DNTSs, the beneficiaries dropped from 58.62 lakh in 2021-22 to a little over
20.25 lakh in 2023-24. A similar drop was seen in post-matric scholarships for these
sections in the same time period, reducing from 43.34 1akh beneficiaries to 38.42 lakh. For
STs, there was a drop of 4.63 lakh beneficiaries in this time period for pre matric
scholarships, and a drop of 3.52 lakh beneficiaries for post-matric scholarships.

What have House panels said about these scholarships as well as eligibility criteria?
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that the existing parental income limit was too low, adding that this was preventing
many families who need the scholarships from getting access to it. They have suggested
that the parental income limit be raised for these scholarships so that the coverage can
be extended to as many beneficiaries that need it.
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