Women, kin of deceased donors to
get priority in organ transplant,
says govt.

NOTTO has asked State governments to create permanent posts for transplant
coordinators at hospitals that perform organ transplantation and consider
training emergency responders and ambulance staff to identify potential
deceased donors early

Published - August 09,2025 08:13 pm IST - NEW DELHI

_?e_; BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN

‘-

7T

Nursing students create Rangoli art to spread awareness during Organ Donation Month, organized by the
State Organ and Tissue Transplant Organization (SOTTO) at Super Specialty Hospital Government Medical
college, in Jammu on Thursday. | Photo Credit: ANI
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In his recent letter to States and Union Territories, Anil Kumar, director of NOTTO, said
that the objective of the inclusions is to make provisions for “additional points in the
allocation criteria” for women patients in the waiting list to “address gender disparity”.

The other factors include local utilisation of organs and
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Recently, Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda said that since the launch of Aadhaar-based
NOTTO online pledge website in 2023, more than 3.3 1akh citizens have pledged to
donate their organs, marking a historic moment in public participation. “lfidialachieved
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he had said.

In his latest communication, Dr. Kumar noted that all transplant hospitals and centres
will have to mandatorily submit data of each donor and recipient of organs or tissues to
a national registry maintained by NOTTO. Non-compliance would likely lead to legal
action against such hospitals.

fegisterthemasiorganietrievalléenties. Medical colleges have been encouraged to

develop similar facilities in a phased manner,” the letter said, while calling for training
emergency responders and ambulance staff to identify potential deceased donors early,
particularly among victims of road traffic accidents and stroke patients.
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Stressing the need to transform the organ donation and transplantation landscape in
India, the letter has called for greater transparency, equity and dignity to the process
and introduce measures to address longstanding challenges.
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