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1947

British India
during Partition

The rulers of
Junagadh had

Pakistan, but later
had unanimously
chosen India in a

plebiscite

tried accedingto ¥ sk '

The early years (1947-1956)

British territones
Princely states

Tnbal areas of Assam
Other colonial territones

Nearly all the princely states inside the
current boundaries of india had
acceded to the Indian dominion

o *
Manipur and
) Tripura had
~ joined the Indian
Union in 1948-49
| At the time of f
| independence, both b
Kashmir and Hyderabad

had declared that they
did not want to be a part
of India

Republic of India

The boundanes of !
four terntones—
Orissa, Mizoram,
Tnpura, and
Andaman and
Nicobar Islands—
remain the same

ull date

Part A states
Part B states

Part C states
Other colonial terntonies/protectorates

Part A: Former British provinces
ruled by an elected governor and
state legislature

Part B: Former princgly states
governed by a Ra;prgukh, who was
appointed by the Pré&ident

Part C: States govermed by a
commussioner appointed by the
President

’

Reorganisation of States

Rationale
e Llinguistic and Cultural
affiliations

o  First linguistic state:
Andhra Pradesh
Tribal and Ethnic identities
Economic development
Administrative viability
e Security issue
Commiissions & Acts

e Dhar ‘48
o 2 new Provinces: Assam,
NEFA

o Not Linguistic

o Factors: geographical
continuity, financial
self-sufficiency,
administrative
convenience, future
development capacity

o  Safeguarding tribal rights

e JVP'48
o  Factors: Security, Unity,
Eco Prosperity
o Delay creation of new
provinces
e Fazl Ali ‘53
o lLanguage as one of the
basis
o  Factors: Unity & security
of the nation, Linguistic &
cultural homogeneity,
Financial, eco, & admin
considerations
o 16 states, 3 centrally
administered territories
e 7th CAA, 1956
e SRA, 1956
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1956 g 7
S )
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;heStates
eorganization
Commuttee had \
r:cog:\egyed N g
that Bom \ /
should remaina - \;- !
bilingual state ' "‘ 9 S
That union did not \ i s
last long. U

States marked in yellow have had
the same boundaries since then.

By this time, with the exception of
Goa, Pondicherry and Sikkim,
most of the external boundaries
of India were established

Andaman and
Nicobar Islands,
lk.::shadwee .TDelhu,
nipur, and Tripura
were classified as
Union terrm}nes

)

.
¢’

A

Naga Hill Tuensang Area was carved out of
Assam as UT

~ Assam
D i - gre——

7 Tuensang Area

Gujarat and Maharashtra were carved out of Bombay

Linguistic reorganization continues right after 1956 SRC (1956-1966)

Goa joined the Indian Union and with it, European

colonialism came to an end on the subcontinent
R R |

Pondicherry officially became a part of the Union
A ot Rl

Nagaland was granted statehood
SR R

Punjab, Haryana, UTs Himachal Pradesh

and Chandigarh were created  {imachal Pradesh
Akali Dal's protests LR
for linguistic

reorganization led to

the former states of 4 : \n
East Punjab, Patiala  ( Punjab
and East Punjab -

States Union and “
Himachal Pradesh. ® 3
a
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1971

UT Himachal Pradesh was granted statehood

i

1972

Manipur and Tripura were granted statehood.
Mizoram, Meghalaya and North East Frontier

Fixing the North-East jigsaw (1971-1991)

North Eastern Frontier
Agency (later renamed as
Arunachal Pradesh)
I States ',
' UTs \‘

Agency were carved out of Assam as UTs T =
Meghalaya A 3
NOrtN-eastsm regon
1975 la)crnewéed ns CUF'%,HI ( w
S .
A protectorate of India until then, Sikkim joinedthe " Tripura Mizorsm
Indian Union after a referendum
L19_87| | 1991
UTs Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh became states,  Delhi was deemed National Capital Territory
The state of Goa, Daman and Diu was split into and given a legislative assembly, with power
two: the state of Goa and UT of Daman and Diu jointly shared with the central government
|
Old faultlines make a return in new millennium (2000-Present) e v
. ) o made de jure capital
i ‘ Telangana for both sltates fora
§ b
Uttaranchal, Jharkhand _ Uttaranchal Telangana attained statehood “\l J
and Chhattisgarhwere =~ ] P
created e g ame ‘
Following R i i : }
long-standing Andhra Pradesh
regional demands, ‘
these th@stﬁesf A i i \
were carved out o : J 2 od
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar A S ; m
and Madhya Pradesh. & St SRl o)
VAl ekl W2 ‘1 (e The splitting of Jammu and Kashmir
[;7 | o P . Jammu and Kashmir
P al.b This s the first time 3
‘ ¢ r.-f astate isSTeing split i
into two UTs. fid
i Chhattisgarh -
2 \um~»
L 1/)5 : R cl, A
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CONTEXT: Statement of TN Governor

Benefits of Linguistic Reorganization

e Preservation and Growth of Regional
Culture

e Enhanced Citizen-Government
Communication

e Strengthened State-Level Governance

e Increased Grassroots Political Engagement

e Reduction in Language-Based
Marginalization

e Minimization of Border Disputes

e Efficient and Streamlined Administration

e Improved Education Through Mother
Tongue Instruction

e Greater Inclusivity in Political Leadership

e Facilitation of Inter-State Dialogue

Challenges
e Emergence of Exclusionary Regional
Identities
e Politicization of Language for Divisive
Agendas
e Disparities in Regional Development and
Access

e Challenges to National Cohesion and Unity

e Marginalization of Smaller Language
Communities

e Tension Between Regional and National
Priorities

e Cross-Border Conflicts Fueled by Linguistic
Differences

Opinions
1. B.R. Ambedkar:
o  Supported
o  Official language of every province
o "“One state. One language” but not
“One language. One state”
2. K.M.Munshi:
o Opposed
3. Jawaharlal Nehru:
o Recognized the dangers of linguistic
chauvinism, communalism
o Congress’ earlier endorsement

He said: “Withina decade of
our Independence, there had to
be a linguistic reorganisation of
Bharat and this happened fol-
lowing violent protests in many
parts of the country... people had
started refusing to live with each
other. When we created linguis-
tic states, a large population be-
came second-class citizens...”

He said, “Inmy own state Tamil
Nadu... people of different lan-
guages... they all live together but
the moment it became a linguis-
tic state, one third of the popula-
tionbecameasecond-classcitizen.
It happened in other parts also.”

He said, “They created a
homeland for Mizos, another for
Garoand Khasiin Meghalaya,and
even within Assam, there are
more than 20 ethnicity-based
homelands created under statu-
tory provisions. You kept creating
homelands for ethnic groups and
within them, there are sub-groups
which started fighting. It was like
anuclearreaction... Society started
breaking and from a peaceful re-
gion, it turned into more than 50
armed organisations.”

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION

To what extent has the linguistic
reorganisation of Indian states
strengthened the federal structure
and promoted regional identity, while
posing challenges to national
integration? Analyse.

PYQs

2022

e The political and administrative
reorganisation of states and
territories has been a
continuous ongoing process
since the mid-nineteenth
century. Discuss with examples.

2016

e Has the formation of linguistic
states strengthened the cause
of Indian unity?

lagipam & RAVI



Analyst

Handoul
31st July 2025

The

Mangroves & Coastal

Secu rity Vagipam & RAVI

CONTEXT: Inspite of mounting threats, India is the epicentre of inspiring efforts to

protect & revive mangrove ecosystems.

Mangroves

Salt-tolerant trees and
shrubs

Littoral forest ecosystem
Vivipary

Aerial, breathing roots
Waxy, succulent leaves
High-rainfall
(1,000-3,000 mm), 26°C
to 35°C

IUCN: 50% at risk of
collapse by 2050

Significance

Climate related benefits

o Coastal Shield

o Carbon
Sequestration

o  Flood control

Biodiversity

Conservation

o Habitat

o  Biodiversity
Hotspot

Economic

o Livelihood support

o Forest products

Strategic & Cultural

o National security
buffer

o Heritage &
Traditions

Challenges

Rising Sea Levels
Anthropogenic
Environmental Stress
Industrial Pollution
Frequent Cyclones:
Amphan (2020), Mocha
(2023)

Resource
Overexploitation
Nitrogen Imbalance -
N/Ph ratio

HOW MANGROVES TRAP CARBON @&";,’;{‘”Eg”s’

Mangroves are natural carbon sinks. They can capture carbon up to ten
times faster than tropical forests, and can store between three and five
times more carbon for similar area of natural forests. Much of this carbon
is stored below the ground, in the soil, where it can remain trapped for
hundreds to thousands of years.

( ™
Carbonis absorbed
through photosynthesis

Somem Some carbon retumns to the atmosphere
ethane from

microorganisms Some carbon dioxide from respiration by
CH4 microorganisms and vegetation

* C()Z

f LI T I I I

OLD CARBON

\J

Carbon is stored for long timescales Carbon enters from high
in biomass and sediments watershed areas

Source: climate.gov

Initiatives

e ISFR 2023
e Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats &
Tangible Incomes
o financial assistance
o awdareness campaigns
e SAIME initiative
e Magical Mangroves campaign: WWF India
e National Coastal Mission Programme on
‘Conservation and Management of Mangroves
and Coral Reefs’

e CRZ Notification, 2019
o ESAs
o 50 m buffer zone
o Compensatory plantation
e Technological Innovations
o Remote Sensing, GIS, real-time monitoring
systems

7\
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Under the jarat’s s
o GUJarat has become a national leader in
ITITES the dlStl'lCtS ofThanjavur mangrove restoranon 1 ' dian
Tlruvarur and Cuddalore, among others, | |g nen ner

have significantly expanded mangrove ‘ ' . b
s SEdT esult £ e The goal of this effort is forebuild |

Nadu is the restoration

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION
Mangroves are vital to India’s coastal

ecology and climate resilience.
Discuss the ecological and
socio-economic significance of
mangroves in India and the initiatives
taken by the government for their
conservation.

Angrove: w1t11 the goal ofrestonng.
henna1 s natural shield against cyclones
and storm surges.

: ‘ to launch a $1 2
! ﬂhon (th 3 crore as of July 24, 2025) PYQ 2019

e Discuss the causes of depletion of

mangroves and explain their
importance in maintaining coastal

ecology.

o —
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SYLLABUS : GS Paper 2: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency and
Accountability S Paper 4: Information Sharing and Transparency in Government, Right to
Information Newspaper The Hindu Page Number:14

Provisions

Section 2(h): Public authorities
Section 4 1(b): Proactively disclose
information

e Section 6: Procedure for securing
information

e Section 7: Time limit for providing
information(s) by PIOs
Section 8: Exempted from disclosure
Section 19: 2 tier mechanism for
appeadal

e Section 20: Penalties if delay,
incorrect, incomplete or misleading
or distorted information

e Section 23: Lower courts barred

Issues with RTI

e Rejection rate

o CIC annual report 40%

o  RBIVS Jayantilal Mistry (2015) -
public authorities evade access
to rightful info

e Pendency - 30k in CIC (8,000 of that >1
year)

e Non appointments of ICs- only 4 out
of 10 are appointed

e Killing of RTI activist - CHRI

THEN AND NOW

TERM

2005 ACT: Chief Information
Commissioner (CIC) and Information
Commissioners (ICs) at central and
state levels will serve for five years.

2019 BILL: Central governmentwill
notify the term of office.

SALARY

2005 ACT: At central level, salary of
CIC and ICs equivalent to salary of
Chief Election Commissioner and

At state level, equivalent to salary of
Election Commissioners and Chief
Secretary, respectively.

2019 BILL: Salaries, allowances, and
other terms and conditions of service
of central and state CIC and ICs will be
determined by the central

Election Commissioners, respectively.

government.

DEDUCTIONS

2005 ACT: At the time of
appointment, if CIC and ICs (at central
and state levels) are receiving pension
or any other retirement benefits for
previous government service, their
salaries will be reduced by an amount
equal to that pension. Previous
government service includes service
under: (1) the central government, (ii)
state government, (iii) corporation
established under a central or state
law, and (iv) company owned or
controlled by the central or state
government.

2019 BILL: The Bill removes these
provisions.

Source: PRS Legislative Research g ‘
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GS Paper 2: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency and
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Accountability S Paper 4: Information Sharing and Transparency in Government, Right to
Information Newspaper The Hindu Page Number:14

Issues with RTI

Section 8- exemption like national

security, sovereignty, foreign

relations

Inadequate training to PIO - CHRI-

45% do not receive training

Dilution - RTI amendment act 2019

Official Secrets Act

Misuse

o  SCin CBSE case (201) -
situation should not be such
that 75% of public sevents
and maijority of their time be
devoted to rti
o  2019- CJI - growing of RTI

industry’, RTI activism as
profession + issues of
blackmail and extortion -
need of review - possible
inclusion of locus standi

Girish Deshpande case - prove

public interest

NGOs under RTI - DAV college case

(2019)- Substantial financing does

not mean over 5%

RTI vs Privacy - Electoral bonds

Suggestions
° 2nd ARC

o Repeal OSA - substitute by
chapter under NSA
o  Selection committee - PM + LoO +
CJl
Protect whistle-blower
All govt official - 1 day training on
RTI
Redressal mechanism
o  Delhi govt 1997- public grievance
commission
Application to Judiciary
Application to Political Parties
2019 - CJI - guidelines and inclusion of
locus standi to filter out frivolous
complaints
Information in vernacular
Education about rights
Autonomy of ICs
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SYLLABUS :GS Paper 2: Welfare Schemes for Vulnerable Sections of the population by the
Centre and States and the Performance of these Schemes; Mechanisms, Laws,
Institutions and Bodies constituted for the Protection and Betterment of these Vulnerable
Sections Newspaper The Hindu Page Number: 09

Background
e legal advice, representation in

proceedings, mediation, negotiation, ADR
mechanisms
e Constitutional provisions
o Article 21
o Article 39-A
e Statutory provisions
o Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987
o  Section 341 of the Bhartiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023
e Significance
o  Social welfare and justice
o  Protection of rights
o Rule of law
o Legal awareness

o Issues
o Awareness in undertrials
o Quality of aid
o Funding & Resources
o Delays
o  Barriers: geographical, language

Govt Initiatives
e Designing Innovative Solutions for Holistic
Access to Justice in India Scheme
e Tele-law
e Nyaya Bandhu (Pro Bono Legal Services)
programme
e Nyaya Mitra
e Lok Adalat
Judgements
e M.H. Hoskot vs. State of Maharashtra
o  Right to free legal assistance for
prisoners u/A21
e Hussainara Khatoon v. State of Bihar
e Khatri & Ors. v. State of Bihar
o Importance of legal aid in
protecting rights of prisoners
e SC directions, 2024
o  Strengthen LSAs
o  Periodic review of Prisoner Legal Aid
Clinics
o Legal Aid Defence Counsels Audit
o  Periodic reporting to higher tier

Scope & Reach
e Mandated to serve 80% population

Only 15.5 lakh aided in 2023-24
Services available at courts,
prisons, JJBs

e llegal clinic per 163 villages (India
Justice Report 2025)

Budget Allocation & Spending

e <1% of total justice budget

e Total allocation doubled (Z60Ilcr to
Z1,086c¢r, 2017-18 to 2022-23)

e State contributions rose (£394cr to
F866¢r)

e NALSA funding declined (2207cr to
Z169cr)

e Per capita spending doubled (23 to
27 since 2019) - Wide disparities:
Haryana (216) vs West Bengal (22)

Workforce Challenges

e Para-legal volunteers declined 38%
(5.7 to 3.1 per lakh population)

e Low deployment: Only 14,000 of
53,000 trained in 2023-24

e Poor compensation: Most states
pay 2250-500/day (Kerala highest
at 750)

Systemic Challenges

Inconsistent service quality

Lack of accountability mechanisms
Low public trust

Resource constraints affecting
effectiveness

New Initiative

e Legal Aid Defence Counsel (LADC)
scheme since 2022
Operational in 610/670 districts
Initial 200cr allocation (fully
utilized), reduced to 147.9cr in
2024-25
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Causes How Tsunamis Work: Tsunamigenesis

e Earthquakes

e Submarine UPWARD

WAVE
landslides / '

e Volcanic

eruptions

How a tsunami occurs

&) An earthquake
rocks the
ocean floor

Displaces
volume of

walter, pushing

it up \

Sets off an
oscillation, z
which develops|
underwater at
great speed

Sea water is
sucked back

Waves get
bigger as
water gets
shallower

Sources: Nature/USGS
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SYLLABUS :GS Paper 1: Important Geophysical Phenomena such as earthquakes,
Tsunami, Volcanic activity Newspaper The Hindu Page Number : 16

Wind waves come and go without flooding higher areas.

Tsunamis run quickly over the land as a wall of water.

S~

Typical Tsunami Wave vs. Typical Wave

WAVE FEATURE WIND-GENERATED WAVE TSUNAMI WAVE

Wave Speed  5-60 miles per hour 500-600 miles per hour
(8-100 kilometers (800-965 kilometers
per hour) per hour)

p——

Wave Period 5 to 20 seconds 10 minutes to
apart 2 hours apart

Wavelength  300-600 feet apart 60-300 miles apart
(100-200 meters (100-500 kilometers
apart) apart)

©2011 HowStuffworks
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Background

Prakash Singh vs. Union of India

e State Security Commission - no
unwarranted interference + evaluate : S.
performance ~ The new policy, effec-

e DGP - 2 years, merit-based and Sl AL 22, cotnies
transparent process e

e POs on operational duty(SP, SHOs) - 2
years

e Separate prosecution, investigation,
low and order, and other functions

e Police Establishment Board - below
DSP transfers, postings, promotions
Police Complaints Authority
National Security Commission -
select Chiefs of Central Police
Organisations (CPOs) -2 years
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1RADARANTENNA ) 3L-BAND
N ey | | REFLECTOR: Witha | SAR:It
oiitsignalsinthenon-visiblespectrumofelec- | | diameter ofjust12 e
tomagneticwaves, typically microwaveso | | ™ theantennacan penetrate
radio waves, and collect thesignalsithat | | produceimages thirough
bounce back from objects. whose resolution | tree cover,
The returning signals areanalysedtoob: | | iscomparableto ¥ ice,andsandto
taininformation suchasthedistance of the ob- those taken by map the ground below
jectfrom the radar, itsvelocity(ifitismoving), | | ground-based by using higher
composition, andtextiire; Larger antennasare | | antennawith 20 km wavelength microwaves.
usually able to collect more information. diameter.
A SARis a special kind of imaging radar
thatis deployed in space where large dish= | | 2 pEPLOYED SOLAR ARRAY: It 4S-BAND SAR: Asit uses
like radars cannot be sent. SARs use sophis- will generate electric power, shorter wavelength, it
= which will be used torun cannot penetrate very deep
ground-based radars. instruments such as into the ground. But S-band
the two synthetic SAR can capture features such as
aperture radars. crop fields and water bodies.
What is the significance of ISRO
partnering with NASA on NISAR?
Developing and installing SARs on NISAR
involved significant costs, That is why a col-
laboration between two space agencies
made sense.
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Ql. Consider the following
Commissions/Committees regarding the state
reorganisation in India:

1. Dhar Commission (1948) recommended
linguistic reorganisation of states.

2. JVP Committee (1948) advocated
delaying linguistic provinces for the sake
of national security and unity.

3. Fazl AliCommission (1953) recognised
language as one of the factors for state
reorganisation.

How many of the above statements is/are
correct?

a) Only One

b)  Only Two

c) AllThree

d) None
Answer:b

Q2. Consider the following statements
regarding Mangrove forests:

1. They exhibit vivipary—a reproductive trait
where seeds germinate on the tree itself.

2. They are found in low-rainfall regions with
dry soil and low humidity.

3. They possess aerial roots that help in
respiration.

Which of the statements given above are
correct?

a) land2only

b) 2and3only

c) 1land3only

d) 12and3
Answer:c

Q3. Consider the following statements
regarding Legal Aid in India:

1. Article 21 of the Constitution implicitly
supports the right to free legal aid.

2. Article 39A explicitly directs the State to

promote equal justice and provide free

legal aid.

The Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987,

provides for the establishment of legal aid

institutions at the national and state

levels.

=,

w

‘Y

Y

How many of the above statements is/are
correct?

a) Only One

b)  Only Two

c) AllThree

d) None
Answer: ¢

Q4. Consider the following pairs regarding the
Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005:

Sections RTI Act Description

1. Section 2(h) Defines “public authority”

Mandates the suo motu
disclosure of information by
public authorities

2. Section 4(1)(b)

3.Section 6 Allows any person to request
information without giving
reasons

4 Section 8 Specifies penalties for delay or

refusal in providing
information

Which of the above pairs are correctly
matched?

a) land2only

b) 2and3only

c) 13,and 4 only

d) 1,2and3only
Answer:d
Q5. Consider the following statements
regarding Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR):

1. SARis an active remote sensing
technology that transmits microwave
pulses and records echoes to create
images.

2.  SAR can capture data even in cloudy or
dark conditions as it uses non-visible
electromagnetic waves.

Which of the statements given above is/are
NOT correct?

a) 10nly

b) 2O0nly

c) Bothland2

d) Neither1nor 2
Answer: c g

Vagiram & RAVI
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