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Vital Stats
● Acc. to National Judicial Data Grid:

○ Supreme Court - Over 86,700 
cases are pending

○ High Courts - over 63.3 lakh 
cases 

○ District and subordinate courts 
- 4.6 crore cases

● Criminal cases, generally considered 
as offences against the State, are 
resolved faster than civil ones, such 
as property, family or contractual 
disputes. (Chart 1)

● Real concern lies in civil litigation at 
the district level, which handles the 
bulk of India’s pending cases.

Reasons  
● Shortage of Judges:

○ functions at just 79% of its 
capacity (Out of 26,927 
sanctioned posts, 5,665 are 
vacant)

○ At full sanctioned strength - 19 
judges per 10 lakh population 
v/s 1987 Law Commission’s 
recommendation of 50.

● Less working days:
○ SC works 188 days/ year
○ Malimath Committee - 206 

days
● Adjournment culture: 

○ no clear timelines for filings, 
witness examinations, or 
hearings.

● Filing of Frivolous Cases: 
○ Supreme Court imposes ₹5 lakh 

fine for ‘frivolous’ PIL challenging 
Charles Darwin’s and Albert 
Einstein’s conclusions.

● Government Litigation: Accounts for 
50% of pending cases ( tax/land or 
Service disputes).

● Delays in Evidence Collection: Lack of 
forensic labs and slow investigations 
prolong trials (E.g., Aarushi Talwar 
Case).
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Impacts  
● Affects Constitutional rights:

○ Article 21 - Hussainara Khatoon 
case (1979) recognised the right 
to a speedy trial.

○ Article 39A: To secure equitable 
access to justice for all

● Black Coat Syndrome
● Weakens Rule of Law
● Burden on Judges:

○ Department of Justice - 25,600 
judges to hear over 4.7 crore 
pending cases in Indian courts 
as of May 2022.

● Overcrowded Prisons:
○ Prison Statistics 2020: 

undertrials accounted for 76% 
of the total inmates in around 
1,300 prisons.

● GDP Loss: Judicial delays cost 1.5% of 
GDP annually - Bengaluru-based 
DAKSH's State of the Indian Judiciary 
report, 2016.

● Judicial evasion:
○ petitions questioning electoral 

bonds were filed in 2018 - 
judgement in 2024.

Steps Taken 
● E-Courts Project
● Fast-Track Courts: December 2023, 

757 FTSCs including 411 exclusive 
POCSO (e-POCSO) Courts.

● National Litigation Policy (2010) - 
aimed to reduce government cases.

● Encouraging Alternative Dispute 
Resolution

● Financial Penalties on Frivolous 
Litigation: Discourages meritless 
cases

○ Supreme Court imposes 
₹5 lakh fine for ‘frivolous’ 
PIL challenging Charles 
Darwin’s and Albert 
Einstein’s conclusions.

Way Forward  
● Timely appointment of judges
● Supreme Court even suggested using 

retired judges as ad hoc appointees 
in High Courts

● Split the Supreme Court into Two 
Divisions: The Tenth Law Commission 
- Constitutional Division and the Legal 
Division

● Increase the number of Workdays: 
Malimath Committee - 206 days

● Encourage ADR mechanism: civil and 
commercial disputes

● Establishment of All India Judicial 
Service

Mains Practice Question

“Judicial delays in India not only undermine 
public trust in the legal system but also 
impose significant economic and social 
costs. Critically examine the causes of 
judicial delays in India and suggest 
comprehensive measures to address the 
issue.”

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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 About National Education Policy 
2020
● Ministry of Human Resource 

Development had constituted a 
Committee for drafting the new 
education policy  (Chairman: Dr. K. 
Kasturirangan) in June 2017.

● The NEP replaced the National Policy 
on Education, 1986.

● It is country’s third such policy since 
Independence.

● Emphasis: development of the 
creative potential of each individual.

 What has worked ?
● School curriculum is changing, 

slowly: The 10+2 system has been 
replaced with a new structure — 
foundational (pre-primary to class 2), 
preparatory (classes 3-5), middle 
(6-8), and secondary (9-12).

- NCERT has produced new textbooks 
for classes 1-8 based on this 
framework. 

- New books for classes 9-12 are 
expected next.

● Making pre-primary learning 
universal by 2030: 
○ NCERT’s Jaadui Pitara learning 

kits
○ Women and Child Development 

Ministry has issued a national 
ECCE curriculum.

● National focus for foundational skills: 
NIPUN Bharat, launched in 2021
○ A recent government survey 

found average scores were 64% 
for language and 60% for math.

● Credit-based flexibility: 
○ Academic Bank of Credits
○ National Credit Framework for 

school students
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● Common test for college entry: 
Common University Entrance Test 
(CUET), introduced in 2022.

● Indian campuses abroad and vice 
versa: IIT Madras, IIT Delhi, and IIM 
Ahmedabad have set up international 
campuses in Zanzibar, Abu Dhabi, and 
Dubai respectively.

 What’s in progress?
● Changes in board exams: allow class 

10 students to sit for board exams 
twice - Karnataka

● Holistic report cards: PARAKH, a unit 
under NCERT

● Slow progress for four-year UG 
degrees: Kerala has followed

● Mother tongue in classrooms:
○ mother tongue as the medium 

of instruction till at least class 5
○ NCERT is working on textbooks in 

more Indian languages.

 What’s stuck and why?
● Three-language formula: 

○ Tamil Nadu, which follows 
a Tamil-English model, 
sees this as an attempt to 
impose Hindi.

● Teacher education overhaul: 
○ National Curriculum 

Framework for Teacher 
Education, due in 2021, is 
yet to be released.

● UGC’s proposed successor delayed: 
Higher Education Commission of India

● No breakfast in schools yet: 
○ 2021, the Finance Ministry 

rejected the Education 
Ministry’s proposal to add 
breakfast for pre-primary 
and elementary classes.

● Policy divide between Centre and 
states: 
○ MoUs with the Centre to set up 

PM-SHRI schools
○ Centre has withheld Samagra 

Shiksha funds
Other issues
● Fragmented Learning under 

Credit-Based Mobility
● Syllabus Truncation: For instance, 

complex literary works like Walt 
Whitman’s “Passage to India” are 
taught only in fragments

● Dilution of Core Disciplines
○ Economics Honours at St. 

Xavier’s University, only one out 
of eight papers focuses directly 
on the core subject, affecting 
domain expertise.

● Excessive Assessment Load
● Digital Divide

Way Forward
● Cooperative federalism
● Address logistics challenges
● Enact Higher Education Commission 

of India bill
● Strike  a balance b/w domain 

expertise & Multidisciplinary 
approach

● Improve digital infrastructure in 
rural areas

Mains Practice Question
“The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 
aims to transform the Indian education system 
through flexibility, multidisciplinary learning, 
and technology integration. However, its 
implementation has raised concerns about 
dilution of academic rigor, digital divide, and 
resource constraints. Critically examine the 
progress made and the key challenges in the 
implementation of NEP 2020.”

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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● The revision slated for 2026 will be the eighth such ( last - 2015 ).
● At present, the base year is 2011-12 which is used as a “base” over which the GDP 

growth of any following year is calculated.
● 26-member Advisory Committee on National Accounts Statistics ( under 

chairmanship of Biswanath Goldar) to update the GDP base year.
● Advisory Committee on NAS will review data sources to align GDP with inflation and 

industrial indices.
● To effectively capture evolving Economic Structure: new industries can be 

included and outdated ones removed from the calculations.
● To get more accurate understanding of how the real economy is growing.
● Improvements in Data and Methodology:

○ Expand sectoral coverage.
○ Use updated datasets.
○ Reflect new economic activities (e.g., digital economy)

● Aid in global comparisons

How Nigeria’s GDP jumped from No.58 
to No. 55 in a day?

The 
Analyst 
Handout

29th July 2025

Syllabus: Prelims: Economy
Newspaper: Indian Express, Page No. 13



The 
Analyst 
Handout

29th July 2025

Thailand Cambodia ceasefire

Syllabus: Prelims: Current events of National & International importance. 
Newspaper: Indian Express, Page No. 13



The 
Analyst 
Handout

29th July 2025

Thailand Cambodia ceasefire

Syllabus: Prelims: Current events of National & International importance. 
Newspaper: Indian Express, Page No. 13



About Central Pollution Control Board
● A statutory organisation which was constituted in September, 1974 under the Water 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.
● Was entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act, 1981.
● Provides technical services to the Ministry of Environment and Forests of the provisions of 

the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
● Principal Functions of the CPCB:

○ To promote cleanliness of streams and wells in different areas of the States by 
prevention, control, and abatement of water pollution.

○ To improve the quality of air and to prevent, control or abate air pollution in the 
country.

● coordinates the affairs of other State Pollution Control Boards, assists them, 
furnishes guidance, and helps in conflict resolution in case of any disagreement 
among them. 
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CPCB develops Standards for:

● National ambient air quality
● Water Quality Criteria from different sources
● Standards for Emission or Discharge of Environmental Pollutants from various 

Industries (Issued under Environment Protection Rules, 1986)
● Standards for Treatment and Disposal of Bio-Medical Waste by Incineration.

CPCB develops Standards for:

● National ambient air quality
● Water Quality Criteria from different sources
● Standards for Emission or Discharge of Environmental Pollutants from various 

Industries (Issued under Environment Protection Rules, 1986)
● Standards for Treatment and Disposal of Bio-Medical Waste by Incineration.

PYQ:
Q.How is the National Green Tribunal (NGT) different from the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB)? ( 2018 )
1. The NGT has been established by an Act whereas the CPCB has been created by an 
executive order of the Government.
2. The NGT provides environmental justice and helps reduce the burden of litigation in the 
higher courts whereas the CPCB promotes cleanliness of streams and wells, and aims to 
improve the quality of air in the country.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Q1. Regarding the issue of judicial backlogs in 
India, consider the following statements:

1. The Supreme Court of India accounts for 
the highest number of pending cases 
among all tiers of the Indian judiciary.

2. The National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG) 
provides real-time data on case pendency 
in District and Subordinate Courts.

3. One of the major reasons for judicial delay 
is the large number of vacancies in the 
lower judiciary.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q2. Regarding the National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020, consider the following statements:

1. It proposes a 5+3+3+4 curricular structure 
corresponding to the age groups 3–8, 8–11, 
11–14, and 14–18 years.

2. It aims to increase the Gross Enrollment 
Ratio (GER) in higher education to 50% by 
2035.

3. It mandates teaching of at least one 
foreign language at the foundational 
stage.

4. It recommends setting up the National 
Educational Technology Forum (NETF).

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1, 2 and 4 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 3 and 4 only

Answer: b

Q3. Regarding the country of Vanuatu, consider 
the following statements:

1. It is located in the South Pacific Ocean and 
forms part of the Melanesian subregion.

2. It was once jointly administered by Britain 
and France before gaining independence.

3. It lies outside the Pacific Ring of Fire and is 
largely free from seismic activity.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. Which of the following statements regarding 
the geography of Thailand, Laos, and Vietnam 
are correct?

1. Vietnam shares a land border with both 
Laos and Thailand.

2. The Mekong River flows through all three 
countries.

3. Laos is a landlocked country with no 
access to the sea.

4. The Annamite Range forms a natural 
boundary between Vietnam and Laos.

Select the correct answer using the code below.
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 2, 3 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer: c

Q5. Regarding the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB), consider the following 
statements:

1. It is a statutory body constituted under the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

2. It is entrusted with functions related to 
both water and air pollution control.

3. It provides technical assistance to the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Daily Quiz
The 

Analyst 
Handout

29th July 2025




