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● Conflict Period: May–July 1999
● Location: Kargil sector of Jammu & 

Kashmir (now in Ladakh UT).
● Trigger: Pakistani Army and militants 

infiltrated and occupied Indian 
military posts on the Indian side of 
the LoC, in high-altitude areas 
(~16,000–18,000 ft).

● Disguised as: Kashmiri militants, but 
later confirmed to be Northern Light 
Infantry (NLI) troops of Pakistan.

Pakistan’s Objective
● Disrupt NH-1A (Srinagar–Leh 

Highway) to cut off Ladakh.
● Try to internationalize the Kashmir 

issue by escalating tensions.
● Operation Badr (Pakistan's 

codename for the infiltration).

India’s Military Response
● Operation Vijay: Launched on May 26, 

1999, to push back infiltrators.
● Operation Safed Sagar: Air support by 

the Indian Air Force (IAF), using 
Mirage 2000s and MiG-21s for 
precision strikes (did not cross LoC as 
per rules of engagement).

● Terrain challenges: High altitude, 
steep peaks, freezing temperatures, 
and thin air made combat extremely 
difficult.
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Background of Kargil Attack

Key Battles
● Major recaptured points:

○ Tololing,
○ Tiger Hill,
○ Point 4875 (Batra Top),
○ Drass,
○ Batalik,
○ Khalubar.

Outcome
● By July 26, 1999, Indian forces cleared 

all occupied posts.
● Pakistan was internationally isolated 

(even the U.S. and China urged 
withdrawal).

● Victory without crossing LoC 
reinforced India's image as a 
responsible power.

Aftermath
● Kargil Review Committee (K. 

Subrahmanyam) set up to identify 
intelligence and operational lapses.

● Led to creation of Defence 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) and 
strengthening of border surveillance.

● July 26 observed annually as Kargil 
Vijay Diwas.

Kargil Review Committee
● A Group of Ministers (GOM) was set 

up to implement the 
recommendations of the KRC Report. 

● Key reforms included:
○ Strengthening intelligence 

agencies.
○ Creating the National Technical 

Research Organisation (NTRO).
○ Establishing the Defence 

Intelligence Agency (DIA).
○ Improving coordination among 

intelligence agencies.
○ Enhancing border management 

and surveillance.
○ Setting up the Andaman and 

Nicobar Command as a 
strategic military base.

● Push for jointness → led to CDS (2019) 
& integrated theatre commands.

● Birth of Cold Start Doctrine (swift 
conventional retaliation below nuclear 
threshold).

● Emphasis on mountain warfare, 
equipment modernisation, and 
self-reliance.

● Induction of platforms like Rafale, 
Apaches, Chinooks, BrahMos, S-400.

National Technical Research Organisation 
(NTRO)

● A tech-intelligence agency under the 
National Security Advisor (NSA), PMO.

● Established in 2004 as the technical 
arm of RAW.

● Reports directly to the PM via NSA; 
headed by a Chairman (Secretary 
rank).
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● HQ: New Delhi; has regional and 
overseas stations

Functions

● Collects & analyzes data from 
satellites, radars, cyber, comms, 
and signals.

● Supports defence & intelligence 
agencies with technical expertise.

● Provides real-time, actionable 
intelligence on national security 
issues.

● Coordinates with RAW, IB, DIA, NIA, 
and friendly foreign agencies.

Other Measures
DEFENCE ACQUISITION COUNCIL
● GoM-2001-”Reforming the National 

Security System” 
● Head- Defence Minister
● Highest Decision making Body in 

MoD
● Members- CDS, Service Chiefs

CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF
● 2019 - Lt General DB Shekatkar 
● Aim: foster greater operational 

synergy
● Head- Department of Military Affairs 

(DMA) MoD.
● Single-point military adviser to the 

Defence Minister
● No command authority over any of 

the forces.
● Permanent Chairman of Chiefs of 

Staff Committee

PYQ 2024
Q. What are the duties of the Chief of 
Defence Staff (CDS) as Head of the 
Department of Military Affairs?

1. Permanent Chairman of Chiefs of 
Staff Committee

2. Exercise military command over the 
three Service Chiefs

3. Principal Military Advisor to Defence 
Minister on all tri-service matters

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1 and 3 only

The Long Fight Against Terror

● Post-Kargil inertia allowed 
Pakistan-backed terror to persist.

● IC-814 Hijack (1999): India released 
terrorists.

● Parliament Attack (2001)
● 26/11 Mumbai (2008): No direct 

punishment to Pakistan.

Shift began with:

● Surgical strikes after Uri (2016).
● Balakot air strikes post 

Pulwama (2019)—first IAF strike 
across LoC since 1971.

Pahalgam 2025: A New Threshold

● April 22, 2025: Pakistan-based 
terrorists killed 26 Indian tourists in 
Pahalgam.
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● India responded with Operation Sindoor (May 
7–10, 2025):
○ Struck 9 terror camps, 11 Pakistani air 

bases.
○ BrahMos strike on Nur Khan Base 

damaged a key nuclear storage 
facility.

○ Ceasefire requested by Pakistan within 
96 hours.

Existing Fault Lines in National 
Security

● Intelligence Gaps : Real-time, 
actionable intelligence still 
inconsistent lack 
Coordination between civilian 
and military agencies.

● Border Management : LoC 
vulnerable,  difficult terrain 
and porous gaps. Smart 
fencing and tech integration 
not yet fully deployed.

● Delayed Modernisation : 
Procurement bottlenecks and 
bureaucratic delays, Slow 
Indigenous defence 
production 

● Jointness & Theatre 
Commands : tri-service 
synergy still work-in-progress.
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● Cyber & Space Vulnerabilities  : 
threats from state and non-state 
actors (China, Pakistan-based 
groups).

● Terror Ecosystem in Pakistan : 
Pakistan continues to harbour terror 
groups under nuclear shield. No 
global pressure or accountability 
mechanism.

What needs to be done?

● Dedicated Cyber Command : 
Establish an integrated Defence Cyber 
Agency with offensive–defensive 
capabilities.

● Revamp Intelligence Agencies : 
Ensure institutional coordination 
between RAW, IB, DIA, NTRO, with 
regular audits & accountability.

● Border Infrastructure Upgrade : 
Accelerate construction of 
all-weather roads, tunnels (e.g. 
Zojila), advanced landing grounds 
(ALGs) in border zones.

● Satellite & Space Surveillance : 
Launch dedicated military satellites 
for 24x7 ISR (Intelligence, 
Surveillance, Reconnaissance) over 
LoC/LAC.

● Secure Communication Systems : 
Deploy quantum-resistant, 
encrypted military communication 
networks for seamless tri-service op

Mains Practise Question

“Despite significant reforms post-Kargil, 
several fault lines continue to undermine 
India’s national security 
architecture."Discuss the key challenges in 
this context and suggest comprehensive 
measures to address underlying issues. (10 
Marks, 150 words)
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Why Maldives is important for India?

~700 km from India’s southwest coast.

 Geopolitical Significance

● Critical to India’s NFP & SAGAR 
strategies.

● Strategically positioned between Gulf of 
Aden & Strait of Hormuz (west) and 
Strait of Malacca (east).

● Ensures freedom of navigation & 
anti-piracy operations.

Geo-economic Significance

● Near key Sea Lines of Communication 
(SLOCs):
 ▪ 50% of India’s external trade
 ▪ 80% of energy imports

Political

● India recognized Maldives in 1965; 
embassy in Malé (1972).

● Founding members of SAARC & 
signatories to SAFTA.

Economic

● Trade Pact (1981) initiated formal 
trade.

● 2024:
○ India extended $400M aid + 

₹3,000 crore currency swap.
○ SBI rolled over $100M Treasury 

Bills.
○ Finalized local currency trade 

framework.
● India: Top trade partner (2023).
● Exports: Pharma, cement, agri 

goods.
● Imports: Scrap metals.
● 2022: Visa-free entry for Indian 

businesses.

CONTEXT: PM Modi recently visited Maldives, Guest of Honour at Maldives 
Independence day today.
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CONTEXT: PM Modi recently visited Maldives, Guest of Honour at Maldives 
Independence day today.

Significance of Maldives for India

Tourism

● Contributes ~25% to Maldives' GDP, 
70% employment.

● India: Top tourist source 
(2020–2022).

● 2022: Open skies agreement signed.

Strategic: Counters Chinese footprint in IOR. 
Reinforces India’s regional leadership.

Training & Capacity Building

● India meets ~70% of MNDF's training 
needs; over 1,500 personnel trained 
in Indian defence academies.

● Key exercises:
○ Ekuverin (Army)
○ Ekatha (Coast Guard)
○ Dosti (Trilateral: 

India–Maldives–Sri Lanka) – 
boosts maritime coordination.

Geopolitical Rivalries

● China’s BRI & ‘String of Pearls’ 
strategy increasing footprint in 
Maldives.

● Major Chinese projects: Sinamale 
Bridge, military agreements.

Political Shifts

● "India Out" campaign (2023) signaled 
anti-India sentiment.

● Demands: Removal of Indian military 
personnel, halt to Indian projects.

Security Concerns

● Rise of radical Islamist groups, incl. 
Pakistan-backed elements & ISIS.

● Maldives risks becoming a launchpad 
for attacks on Indian interests.
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CONTEXT: PM Modi recently visited Maldives, Guest of Honour at Maldives 
Independence day today.
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The Path Ahead

Multilateral Collaboration

● Promote Maldives’ active role in IORA.
● Strengthen India–Maldives–Sri 

Lanka trilateral maritime 
cooperation.

Strategic Infrastructure

● Fast-track key projects like the 
Greater Malé Connectivity Project.

● Provide credible alternatives to 
Chinese-funded infrastructure.

People-Centric Diplomacy

● Expand civil-military cooperation: 
medical aid, community 
infrastructure.

● Enhance cultural & educational 
exchanges to build long-term 
goodwill.

Mains Practise Question
What is the significance of Maldives in 
India's foreign policy. Discuss the major 
challenges in the affecting the bilateral 
relationship.(10 Marks, 150 words)
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The top 5 export destinations based on 
highest exports are :  'USA'( 19% ), 'United 
Arab Emirates'( 8% ), 'Netherlands'( 5% ), 
'UK'( 3% ) and 'China'( 3% ) 

Top import partners of India:
China, Russia, the United Arab Emirates, the 
United States and Saudi Arabia.
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Q1. Regarding the National Technical Research 
Organisation (NTRO), consider the following 
statements:

1. It functions under the National Security 
Advisor (NSA) in the PMO.

2. It was created in 2004 as the technical arm 
of the Intelligence Bureau.

3. The agency collects and analyses technical 
data from sources like satellites, radars, 
and cyber systems.

How many of the statements given above is/ are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. Which of the following are defence exercises 
involving India and the Maldives?

1. Ekuverin – A joint Army exercise
2. Ekatha – A bilateral Coast Guard exercise
3. Dosti – A trilateral maritime exercise
4. Mitra Shakti – A bilateral Army exercise

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) 1, 3, and 4 only
b) 1, 2, and 4 only
c) 2, 3, and 4 only
d) 1, 2, and 3 only

Answer: d

Q3. Arrange the following energy sources in 
descending order of their share in India’s 
Electricity Installed Capacity:

1. Wind
2. Solar
3. Oil & Gas
4. Coal

Select the correct answer using the code below.
a) 4 > 1 > 2 > 3
b) 2 > 4 > 1 > 3
c) 4 > 2 > 1 > 3
d) 4 > 3 > 2 > 1

Answer: c

Q4. Regarding edible oils, consider the 
following statements:

1. The top three coconut oil-producing 
countries are the Philippines, 
Indonesia, and India, in that order.

2. In 2023–24, Mustard oil led India’s 
edible oil consumption, followed by 
soybean, palm oil, sunflower, and 
coconut oils.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a

Q5. Match the following blood-related 
disorders with their correct descriptions:

Select the correct answer using the code 
below.
a) A-3, B-2, C-1, D-4
b) A-2, B-1, C-4, D-3
c) A-1, B-3, C-2, D-4
d) A-3, B-1, C-2, D-4

Answer: a
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Disorder Description

A. Leukemia 1. A genetic disorder affecting 
the blood's ability to clot

B. Anemia 2. A condition where the red 
blood cell count is less than 
normal

C. Hemophilia 3. A cancer of the blood or 
bone marrow

D. 
Thalassaemia

4. Inherited disorder due to a 
lack of haemoglobin in red 
blood cells




