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CONTEXT: In the ties between the United States, India and Pakistan, American 
policy now oscillates between idealism, realism and transactionalism

India-US Relations

Historical Background - ‘rollercoaster 

ride’

Pre-Independence - Limited contact

Post-Independence (1947 onwards) - 

● ‘Cold War’ effects

● Periods of Cooperation

○ US food aid 

○ 1991 Gulf War.

● Points of Friction

○ 1965 and 1971 Indo-Pak Wars 

○ India's nuclear program 

Post-Cold War Era (1990s onwards)

● End of Bipolarity

● Growing Convergence

● "Strategic Partnership" (2005) & 

"Comprehensive Global Strategic 

Partnership"  (2020)

Current Scenario

●  ‘Collaboration’ yet ‘Differences’ 

● Trump’s Transactional Diplomacy

Why India Matters to the USA?
● India’s geographical position

● Diversity in India’s demography 

● Democratic values

● Economic progress & market

● Indian diaspora & ever growing 

partnerships

● Dependable player in South Asia & IOR

Why the United States matters to 

India?
● Critical ‘stabilizing force’

● To prevent any hostile hegemon in 

Eurasia

● India’s strategic interests

● India’s economic success

● Its commitment to freedom of 

navigation

● Its technological prowess



           
South Asia’s Power Politics: 

US, India & Pakistan

The 
Analyst 
Handout

    2nd july 2025

CONTEXT: In the ties between the United States, India and Pakistan, American 
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‘A Triangular Power Play’: Complex 

Intersection of 4 Factors 

● The Trump Factor - Return to 

Realpolitik: Meeting with Pakistan 

Army Chief ‘Field Marshal’ Asim Munir 

- Cold War-style diplomacy; claim of 

brokering ceasefire; undermines the 

decades of U.S.-India trust

● U.S. Policy Shift towards Pakistan: 

Despite - “double game” on terror - 

renewed military & financial 

engagement; $397 million; 

“phenomenal partner”; Iran-Israel 

dynamics - Geographic & Intelligence 

leverage

● India’s Assertive Response - End of 

Strategic Restraint: ‘Operation 

Sindoor’ - doctrinal shift; “new 

normal” - readiness to retaliate; 

Emphasis on sovereignty and 

non-interference

 

● Pakistan’s Strategy- Military 

Diplomacy & Geopolitical Leverage: 

Asim Munir - military primacy; 

Pakistan - ‘dual-track approach’; 

Trade Deals - REE - entice US

● U.S. Ambivalence: tariff diplomacy > 

strategic alignment in Indo-Pacific; 

India’s Stance - consistent rejection 

of third-party mediation; U.S. risks 

“re-hyphenating” - undermines 

bipartisan consensus

● Why Pakistan Still Matters to 

Washington? Geopolitical location - 

strongest asset - Borders; Key to 

logistics and intelligence; 

“contradictory yet necessary”

● Conclusion - Tightrope of 

Triangular Diplomacy: India and 

Pakistan - trying to instrumentalise 

U.S. policy; US - torn between realism, 

idealism, and transactionalism

Way forward
● Acknowledging - partnership is 

‘crucial’

● Scope of ‘enormous opportunities’

● India’s growing stature demands 

greater collaboration

● Indigenisation - Tech - Defence, 

Computing, etc. 

● Multiple Alignments
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CONTEXT: In the ties between the United States, India and Pakistan, American 
policy now oscillates between idealism, realism and transactionalism

Mains Practice Question:

"The evolving triangular 

relationship between the United 

States, India, and Pakistan reflects 

shifting strategic alignments and 

emerging power politics in South 

Asia." Critically analyse this 

statement in the context of recent 

developments. How should India 

recalibrate its foreign policy to 

safeguard its strategic interests?

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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CONTEXT:  Industrial & Chemical disasters continue to remain one of the most 
serious threats to human life & property.

‘Industrial Chemicals’
- 7% to India’s GDP

Chemical Catastrophes
- ‘Relatively avoidable’ 
- Cause significant loss 

NDMA ~ 130 Chemical Disasters 
- 1861 MAH Units across 301 districts
- In addition - thousands Registered 

& Hazardous factories and 
Unorganised sectors 

Causes of Chemical Disasters in 
India
● Technical Failures
● Human Errors
● Hazardous Waste 

Processing/Disposal
● Induced Effect of Natural Calamities
● Poor Response Systems
● Terrorist Attack/Sabotage

Major Chemical Disasters in India
● Bhopal Gas Tragedy
● Chasnala Mining Disaster
● Korba Chimney Collapse
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CONTEXT:  Industrial & Chemical disasters continue to remain one of the most 
serious threats to human life & property.

Legal & Regulatory Framework in 
India
● Explosives Act, 1884
● Petroleum Act, 1934
● Factories Act, 1948
● Insecticides Act, 1968
● Environment Protection Act, 1986
● Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991
● NGT Act, 2010
● Disaster Management Act, 2005

Rules
● MSIHC Rules, 1989
● Chemical Accident Rules, 1996
● Hazardous Waste Rules
● Gas Cylinder Rules

NDMA Guidelines on Chemical Disaster 
Management
● Provides overall direction
● Based on Proactive & Participatory 

approach
● NAP-CIDM

Way forward to avert & mitigate 
such Disasters
● Implementation & Efficacy of laws - 

Unified command - National Chemical 
Safety Authority - NITI Aayog

● Buffer Zones around factories - zoning 
regulations

● Regular Safety Drills & Training
● Training, Capacity Building & Awareness 

- Local Population 
● Safety Audits & Compliance
● Retrofitting Industrial equipment & 

storage 
● Victim Compensation Mechanism

Mains Practice Question:

"Despite having a robust legal and 

institutional framework, 

industrial/chemical disasters continue 

to pose serious risks in India." In light of 

this statement, critically examine the 

causes and challenges in managing 

chemical disasters. Suggest a 

comprehensive strategy for prevention, 

preparedness, and mitigation.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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LSD (Lysergic Acid Diethylamide)
 What is it?
● LSD is a hallucinogenic drug known for 

altering perception, mood, and 
cognitive processes.

● It is synthetically derived from 
lysergic acid, found in a fungus (Ergot) 
that grows on rye.

Effects
● Onset in 30–90 minutes, lasts 8–12 

hours.
● Causes:

○ Visual hallucinations
○ Altered sense of time
○ Synesthesia (e.g., "hearing" 

colors)
○ Euphoria or anxiety, depending 

on dose and mental state
● Can lead to "bad trips" and 

psychological distress.

 Is it Addictive?
● Not physically addictive, but can lead 

to psychological dependence.
● Tolerance builds quickly, but also fades 

with abstinence.

Risks
● Hallucinogen Persisting Perception 

Disorder (HPPD) – flashbacks
● Psychosis, especially in predisposed 

individuals
● Impaired judgment can lead to 

accidents or risky behavior

Legal Status
● Banned in most countries, including 

India, under the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances Act (NDPS), 
1985

● Classified as a Schedule I drug in the 
U.S. (no accepted medical use + high 
abuse potential)
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Q1. Consider the following pairs:

How many of the above pairs is/are correctly 
matched?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: b

Q2. Which among the following statements 
regarding the Competition Commission of 
India is NOT correct?
a) It operates under the Ministry of Corporate 

Affairs.
b) It was established under the Competition 

Act, 2002.
c) Its headquarters are located in Mumbai.
d) It was set up in response to the economic 

liberalisation of 1991.
Answer: c

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Narcotics Control Bureau:

1. It functions under the Union Ministry of 
Home Affairs.

2. It was constituted under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 
1985.

3. Its headquarters are located in Delhi.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 Only
b) 2 and 3 Only 
c) 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d

Q4. Consider the following pairs:

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly 
matched?

a) 1 and 2 Only
b) 2 Only
c) 2 and 3 Only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q5.  Which of the following statements 
regarding the Public Liability Insurance Act, 
1991, are correct?

1. It was enacted in response to the 
Bhopal Gas Tragedy.

2. Compensation under this Act is 
payable only if the company is proven 
negligent.

3. Victims can file claims within five years 
of the accident.

Select the correct answer using the code 
below.

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c
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Military Exercises Participating Countries

Vajra Prahar India and Australia

Nomadic Elephant India and Mongolia

Shakti India and United 
Kingdom

Surya Kiran India and Nepal

Initiatives Objectives

SHe-Box 
Portal

Lodging sexual harassment 
complaints

Poshan 
Tracker

Monitor the delivery of 
nutritional services under ICDS

Mission 
Shakti

Monetary support to pregnant 
women




