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Basics of national emergency
● Emergency provisions are contained 

in Part XVIII of the Constitution of 
India, from Article 352 to 360.

● National emergency had been 
imposed thrice since Independence-
○ During the wars with China in 

1962.
○ During the war with Pakistan in 

1971.
○ Emergency imposed in 1975.

● Process of Approval & Duration -
○ Written recommendation from 

the cabinet
○ One month
○ Special Majority 
○ Continuous Parliamentary 

approval after 6 months
○ No max limit

● Revocation Of Proclamation -
○ By the President
○ Special session if written notice 

by 1/10th of the total no. of 
members of Lok Sabha, within 
14 days

○ If Lok Sabha passes resolution 
by simple majority (44th CAA)

➔ Effect on Centre- State Relations -
◆ Executive Relations: give 

executive directions on “any 
matter” to state.

◆ Legislative Relations: 
● make laws on subjects in 

the “State List” ( although 
state legislatures are not 
suspended )

● President can issue 
ordinances on state 
subjects if Parliament not 
in session.

● Laws made becomes 
inoperative 6 months 
after emergency cease 
to operate.

◆ Financial Relations:
● President can modify 

constitutional distribution 
of revenues ( reduce or 
cancel).

● Presidential order to be 
laid before Parliament.

● Continues till end of 
financial year in which 
emergency ceases to 
operate.

➔ Effect on the Life of the Lok Sabha & 
State Assembly:
◆ Extended beyond normal term 

of 5 years by a parliamentary 
law - 1 year at a time.

◆ E.g. Term of 5th Lok Sabha ( 
1971 - 77 )- extended twice - 
one year at a time.

◆ Similar for state assembly - by 
parliamentary law.

◆ Extension cannot continue 
beyond a period of 6 months 
after emergency ceases to 
operate.
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➔ Effect on Fundamental Rights 

  Key Reasons for the Emergency of 1975
● Electoral Challenges: Allahabad High 

Court in State of Uttar Pradesh v. Raj 
Narain (1975)

● Political instability:
○ Jayaprakash Narayan led  

“Total Revolution” movement
○ Student unrest in Gujarat and 

Bihar
○ Railway employees strike led by 

George Fernandes in 1974
● Economic Crisis: 

○ High inflation (23% in 1973, 30% 
in 1974)

○ Unemployment
● Conflict with the judiciary: 

Kesavananda Bharati (1973)
● Lack of Internal Democracy

Effect of the imposition of emergency of 
1975
● Suspension of civil liberties: 

○ “ADM Jabalpur v. 
Shivkant Shukla (1976)” 
- right to seek legal 
remedy for violations of 
Article 21 was suspended 
during the Emergency.

● Arrest of opposition leaders:
○ Maintenance of Internal 

Security Act & Defence of 
India Act & Defence of 
India Rules.

● Press Censorship: 
○ The Indian Express 

publishing a blank 
editorial in protest.

● Constitutional amendments 
curtailing powers of judiciary:

○ 38th Amendment Act, 
1975: President’s 
satisfaction in declaring 
emergency final.

○ 42nd Amendment Act, 
1976: amended article 
368 

● Forced Sterilization Campaign

              Article 358                  Article 359

● Automatically 
suspends 
Article 19

● Operates only 
in case of 
“External 
Emergency”

● Suspension for 
entire duration 
of Emergency

● Extends to 
entire country

● Suspends 
article 19 
completely

● Suspends only 
those articles 
whose 
enforcement 
is suspended 
by the 
President.

● Operates in 
both cases

● Suspension for 
the period 
specified by 
the President.

● Extends to 
entire country 
or part of it.

● Does not allow 
suspension of 
Article 20 & 21
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Key Lessons from the 1975 Emergency
● Avoiding despotism: 

○ 44th C.A.A, 1978
○ Minerva Mills case, 1980

● Protecting the fundamental rights: 
44th C.A.A, 1978

○ Article 19 automatically 
suspended during 
emergencies declared 
due to war or external 
aggression.

○ Articles 20 (Right to 
protection in case of 
conviction for offences) 
and 21 ( Right to life & 
personal liberty) could 
not be suspended during 
an emergency.

● Protection of Press Freedom: 
○ Article 361 A - immunity 

for journalists publishing 
truthful reports of 
legislative proceedings.

● Independent Judiciary: Minerva Mills 
case, 1980 - Judicial review a part of 
BSD.

● Centralization of Power: 44th C.A.A - 
Introduced limits on the extension of 
emergency proclamations under 
Article 356 beyond one year.

● Active engagement of People - Total 
revolution

Mains Practise Question
“The National Emergency of 1975 had 
far-reaching political, institutional, and 
societal consequences. Critically examine 
the effects of the Emergency on Indian 
democracy. What key lessons has India 
learned from this period in terms of 
safeguarding constitutional values and 
democratic institutions?”

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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About the Mission 
● Launched - 2015
● Aim - “use technology to make life 

easier for every Indian”
● Implementing agency : Department 

of Electronics and Information 
Technology (DeitY).
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   Challenges
● Digital Divide: Oxfam India - ‘India 

Inequality Report 2022: Digital Divide’.
○ Gender: Women 

constitute only one-third 
of internet users in India.

● Rural-urban: rural population - 
31 percent of the uses the 
Internet urban  - 67 percent 

● Caste-wise divide: general 
category v/s ST is as high as 7% 
- 8% between 2018 and 2021.

● Digital literacy: Internet and Mobile 
Association of India, 2021 - 34%

● Cyber Frauds: Reserve Bank of India
● Privacy Concerns: US based 

cybersecurity firm “Resecurity” - 81 
crore Indians Aadhaar details on 
dark web

● Infrastructure bottlenecks: India 
ranks 25th globally for mobile internet 
speeds as of November 2024, lagging 
behind countries like South Korea.

Way Forward
● Bridging the Digital Divide: BharatNet 

& PM-WANI
● Enhancing Cybersecurity 

Framework
● Promoting Digital Literacy
● Integrating Digital Public Goods
● Ensuring Inclusive Digital Access
● Strengthen data governance: EU - 

General Data Protection Regulations
Mains Practise Question
“"Digital India has transformed the 
landscape of public service delivery and 
citizen empowerment, yet significant 
challenges remain in its implementation." 
Discuss the achievements and limitations 
of the Digital India Mission.”

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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   Uncertainty - Trump administration

   India - Pakistan conflict

   India’s neutrality Israel - Iran conflict

   ‘N’ word no longer taboo

   India’s leadership of Global 

south

   Threat of “Two front war”

   “Make America Great again”
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   India - Pakistan conflict

 Study China - Pakistan Nexus

   In Depth analysis of defense 

capabilities
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   Deaths & Economic Cost

     Affordability of tobacco

   Ad valorem v/s Specific tax

   Inconsistency across Products

  Expiration of GST Compensation Cess 
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   Increased Taxes v/s Illicit trade    Way Forward
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   Basmati Rice

     Turmeric

 Neem based 

antifungal 

formulations
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   More about GI
● India, as a World Trade Organization 

(WTO) member, enacted the 
Geographical Indications of Goods 
(Registration and Protection) 
Act,1999.

● First GI-tagged product - Darjeeling 
tea in 2004–2005.

● Geographical Indication Registry 
(Chennai) issues these tags under 
the Department of Industry Promotion 
and Internal Trade, Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry.

● Types of products: GIs can be 
registered for various products, 
including agricultural products, food 
products, handicrafts, and 
manufactured goods.

● GI Tag is valid for ten years and can 
be renewed.

PYQ
Q. India enacted the Geographical 
Indications of Goods (Registration and 
Protection) Act, 1999 in order to comply with 
the obligations to (2018)
(a) ILO
(b) IMF
(c) UNCTAD
(d) WTO  
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   About Global South
➔  Global south: refers to countries 

often characterized as developing, 
less developed, or underdeveloped, 
primarily located in Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America.

➔ “Global North” is richer nations that 
are located mostly in North America 
and Europe, with some additions in 
Oceania.

➔ Brandt Line - by Willy Brandt in the 
1980s.

➔ Previously, developing nations were 
commonly referred to as the "Third 
World," a term coined by Alfred 
Sauvy in 1952.

➔ Term "Global South" emerged as a 
more neutral alternative.

   Significance of Global South
➔  Rising Economic Power:

◆ combined GDP of BRICS nations 
has now overtaken that of the 
G7.

➔ Demographic Dividend:
◆ significantly younger 

populations compared to the 
aging societies of the Global 
North.

➔ Innovation and Technology 
Leadership:
◆ Chandrayaan-3 and digital 

payment systems like UPI.
➔ Driving Solutions to Global 

Challenges:
◆ International Solar Alliance
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● Published biannually (June & 
December) by the RBI.

● It reflects the collective assessment 
of the Sub-Committee of the 
Financial Stability and Development 
Council (headed by the Governor of 
RBI) on risks to financial stability and 
the resilience of the financial system.

● Significance:
○ Highlights robustness of our 

financial system - to changes 
in economy.

○ Financial institutions capacity 
to Support Growth
■ percentage of NPAs

   Key Highlights of June Report
● Despite an uncertain and 

challenging global economic 
backdrop, the Indian economy 
remains a key driver of global growth, 
underpinned by sound 
macroeconomic fundamentals and 
prudent macroeconomic policies.

● Outlook for inflation: CPI aligning 
with RBI’s target (4% +/- 2% )

● Projected Real GDP: 6.5% for FY 2026.
● NPA’s:

○ Private banks account for 
52.6% of NPAs in unsecured 
retail loans.

○ GNPA’s of Scheduled 
commercial banks - rise to 
2.5% in March 2027 from 2.3% in 
March 2025

○ Capital to risk weighted assets 
ratio: 46 major SCBs may 
marginally dip to 17% by March 
2027 from 17.2% March 2025.
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Q1. Regarding National Emergency in the 
Indian context, consider the following 
statements:

1. A written recommendation of the 
Cabinet is mandatory for the President 
to declare a National Emergency.

2. A National Emergency can be revoked 
only if both Houses of Parliament pass a 
resolution to that effect.

3. The initial proclamation remains valid for 
six months even without parliamentary 
approval.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 only
c) 2 only
d) 1 and 2 only

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Digital India Mission:

1. PM GatiShakti exclusively targets 
AI-driven digital translation.

2. The India Semiconductor Mission 
operates directly under Digital India as 
its core component.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: d

Q3. Regarding Input Tax Credit (ITC), consider 
the following statements: 

1. ITC can be claimed on goods used for 
personal consumption.

2. Unutilized ITC can be claimed as a 
refund in all cases.

3. ITC can be availed on capital goods.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q4. Regarding Geographical Indications (GI) 
in India, consider the following statements:

1. India enacted a GI law to comply with 
WTO TRIMS obligations.

2. The first GI tag in India was issued for a 
handicraft product in 2004.

3. GI tags are non-renewable after the 
initial validity of ten years.

4. Both natural and manufactured goods 
can be granted GI status.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One 
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: a

Q5. Regarding Financial Stability Report, 
consider the following statements:

1. It is a biannual publication of the Ministry 
of Finance.

2. It assesses systemic risks and resilience 
of the financial sector.

3. It includes stress tests conducted by 
public and private sector banks.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 only
c) 2 only
d) 2 and 3 only

Answer: d




