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Textiles 2.0: Innovation & 
Sustainability:
● One of the oldest & most significant 

industries
● Contributing substantially - 

employment, exports &  GDP
● Major Sub-sectors

- Cotton Textiles - 25% Global 
Output

- Handlooms and Crafts
- Readymade Garments
- Technical Textiles

● Key Markets
- US, EU, UAE, Bangladesh
- One of the largest producers of 

jute & silk

Issues and Challenges Facing the 
Textile Sector

● Fragmentation of Industry: Large 
number - small & unorganized 
players; reduces efficiency and 
economies of scale

● Outdated Technology: Affects - 
productivity & quality;  hampers 
competitiveness

● High Production Costs: Raw 
materials, labor & power; restrictive 
labor laws

● Inadequate Infrastructure: 
Logistics facilities; poor access to 
ports & slow customs clearance

● Competition from Neighboring 
Countries: ~ Bangladesh, Vietnam 
& China - lower labor costs & 
superior export incentives

● Environmental Concerns: Sectors - 
dyeing and finishing; Compliance - 
challenge

● COVID-19 Impact: Job losses & 
supply chain disruptions 

● Lack of Branding and Marketing: 
Reduces - global recognition & 
demand
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Government Initiatives and Schemes

● PLI Scheme for Textiles, 2021 - domestic 
manufacturing & promote investments 
in MMF, apparel & technical textiles.

● Scheme for Integrated Textile Parks - 
world-class infrastructure - textile units; 
66 textile parks - approved, 23 - 
functional

● National Technical Textiles Mission, 
2020 - global hub - manufacturing 
technical textiles

● Amended Technology Upgradation 
Fund Scheme - capital subsidies - 
upgrading machinery; As of 2022, > 
₹6000 crore 

● SAMARTH – Scheme for Capacity 
Building in Textile Sector -skill 
development & employment; Aim - 1 
million people

● Mega Integrated Textile Region and 
Apparel Parks Scheme, 2021 - Create 7 
textile mega parks across India - 
modern infrastructure, state-of-the-art 
facilities & integrated logistics.

● Export Promotion Schemes: Various 
incentives - RoSCTL to boost textile & 
garment exports.

● Handloom and Handicrafts 
Development - NHDP and CHCDS - 
support for marketing, skill 
development &  infrastructure - 
handloom sector.

Way Forward

● Modernization & Technology 
Upgradation - accelerate 
modernization - traditional sectors; 
Adoption - Industry 4.0 
technologies

● Building Infrastructure - Textile 
clusters, mega parks & improving 
access - ports, roads & logistics 

● Enhancing Export 
Competitiveness - Focus - 
branding & marketing; Strategic 
trade agreements - key markets 

● Focus on Sustainability - Adoption 
- eco-friendly practices; Promoting 
- organic cotton and reducing 
water & chemicals

● Diversification into Technical 
Textiles - Focus - rapidly growing 
technical textiles; potential - 
exports.

● Skill Development - Especially - 
semi-skilled & unskilled segments; 
Programs - SAMARTH - expanded 
to cover new-age skills 

● Policy Reforms and Ease of Doing 
Business - Simplifying labor laws, 
providing tax incentives & creating 
- favorable environment - foreign 
investments. 
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What is Delimitation?

- Constituency - Particular Area - 
Representative

- Process - fixing ‘the number of seats’ 
& ‘boundaries’ of territorial 
constituencies - each State for the LS 
and LAs

- Article 82 & 170(3)
- Reserved Seats - STs & SCs - 330; 332
- Why in News? 

● Delimitation - First Census - 2026; 
Census - 2021

Who performs Delimitation?

- Delimitation Commission
- Act of the Parliament
- 4 times - 1952, 1962, 1972, 2002
- Article 81 - “the ratio between that 

number and the population of the state 
is, so far as practicable, the same for all 
States”

- Disincentive - Population control 
measures

- 42nd CAA - FROZE - till 2000, 1971 
Census

- 84th CAA - till 2026; H/e 
‘Readjustment & Rationalisation’ -

1991 Census
- 87th CAA - ‘R & R’ - 2001 Census
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What is the Significance of Delimitation?

● Fair Representation - Population Change - 
"one citizen-one vote-one value."

● Equity - equitable distribution of seats; 
prevents underrepresentation or 
overrepresentation

● Reserved Seats for SC/ST - political 
representation for marginalized communities

● Federalism - distribution of political power 
among states; harmony among diverse 
regions

● Population Control Measures -  impending 
delimitation exercise - raises questions about 
the effectiveness and implications - policy

What are the Concerns Related to 
Delimitation?

● Disparity in Representation - b/w northern 
and southern part of India - population; 
disregards the progress made by the southern 
states; Federalism; Share in Country’s GDP; 
Disproportionate benefit to Northern states

● Inadequate Funding - Finance 
Commission - Census - Devolution 
of Funds - disparity

● Affecting the Reservations for 
SCs/ STs - Shift of Power - North - 
Also affect distribution of seats 
reserved

What are the International 
Practices Related to Delimitation?

● US - House of Representatives 
-capped at 435; population of the 
country - increased almost 4 times 
- seats among the States are 
redistributed after every Census 
through - ‘method of equal 
proportion’ - does not result in any 
significant gain or loss for any of 
the States.

● EU - EU Parliament - 720 members 
- seats divided between 27 
member countries - the principle 
of ‘degressive proportionality’

Way forward
● Extend the freeze on delimitation
● Permanently freeze seat 

redistribution
● Balance delimitation with 

decentralization
● Increase the number of seats in 

each state
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Q1. Consider the following statements regarding 
the Textile sector of India : 

1. It contributes to more than 5% of the 
country's Gross Domestic Product.

2. It employs over 40 million people in the 
country.

3. More than 10% of India’s export earnings 
come from Textile exports.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b 

Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Delimitation Commission :

1. It is a statutory body established by the 
Act of the Parliament.

2. It has been constituted by the Government 
of India for 4 times since independence.

3. The orders of the Delimitation Commission 
can not be challenged in court of Law 

How many of the statements given above is/ are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c 

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Census: 

1. It is mandated under the Census Act of 
1948.

2. It is based upon self-declaration by the 
Individuals and not mandatory with 
local-level scrutiny by the Government 
authorities 

Which of the above-given statements is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Antimicrobial Resistance  :

1. Antimicrobial resistance leads to 
microbial mutating to become 
immune from the impact of the 
medicines.

2. Overprescription of medicines and 
declining use of antibiotics in the 
Livestock sector are major reasons for 
Antimicrobial resistance.

3. Animals often develop such 
drug-resistant bacteria in their guts.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 2 only

Answer: c

Q5. Consider the following statements  :

1. Bihar has recorded the lowest sex ratio 
at birth for 2022 among all States & 
Union Territories.

2. Bihar is the only state that has seen its 
sex ratio at birth (SRB) declining 
consistently since 2000.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a
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