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CONTEXT: India has called for a strong dispute settlement mechanism at the WTO.

Governance Structure of the WTO

1. Ministerial Conference
● Highest decision-making body, every 2 years
● All members

2. General Council
● Day-to-day operations (Geneva)
● Acts as:

○ Trade Policy Review Body
○ DSB

● Oversees three key councils:
○ GATT, GATS, TRIPS Council

3. Dispute Settlement Mechanism
● DSB
● Panels & Appellate Body

4. Specialized Committees
● Agriculture, Market Access, Anti-Dumping, Subsidies, Safeguards, etc.
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CONTEXT: India has called for a strong dispute settlement mechanism at the WTO.

Goals of the WTO
1. Economic Benefits
● Trade barriers
● Costs, choice, prices

2. Development & Equity
● Economic growth, employment in 

developing
● Weaker nations voice

3. Environmental & Social Goals
● No disguised trade barriers
● Balances trade with other priorities

4. Global Stability
● Peace
● Protectionism, uncertainty

GATT 1947 System
● Article XXIII(2):

○ first attempt bilateral
○ Then, decisions by consensus

● Later independent panels - binding 
reports

● Weaknesses:
○ "Positive consensus" rule
○ veto power

Uruguay Round (1986-1994) – Birth of DSU
● Key reforms:

○ Negative consensus
○ Strict timelines:

■ 1 year for panel ruling.
■ 15 months if appealed.

○ Appellate Body for legal review
○ No unilateral blocking of rulings

Dispute Settlement Process Under WTO
1. Consultation (60 days)
2. Panel Formation (45 days)

○ Losing party cannot block
3. Panel Report (6 months) – Findings 

submitted to DSB

1. Appeal (60-90 days) – Reviewed by 
7-member Appellate Body

2. Implementation & Enforcement:
○ "Reasonable period" for 

compliance
○ If non-compliance:

■ Compensation 
negotiations (20 days)

■ Trade sanctions 
(retaliation) authorized 
by DSB

Challenges in DSU
1. Sovereignty Concerns
● WTO panels reviewing domestic 

laws
● "Judicial lawmaking"

2. Appellate Body Crisis (2019-Present)
● U.S. blocked AB judge appointments

○ ad-hoc arbitration
3. Institutional challenges:
● Workload & delays
● Lack of transparency
● Bias risks

Case Studies of WTO Disputes
Agricultural Products (DS430)
● Background (2012)

○ U.S. challenged India’s import 
bans

○ Panel & AB - No scientific 
basis, trade-restrictive

● Lessons Learned
○ Revised SPS measures
○ Need for evidence-based 

trade policies
○ WTO-compliant risk 

assessments



WTO: Dispute Settlement & 
Barriers

The 
Analyst 
Handout

    5th June 2025

CONTEXT: India has called for a strong dispute settlement mechanism at the WTO.

Solar Cells & Modules (DS456)
● Background (2013)

○ U.S. challenged DCR under 
Solar Mission

○ Alleged violation of TRIMs & 
National Treatment rules

● Lessons Learned
○ Shifted focus to R&D, tax 

incentives, competitiveness
○ Trade vs. environmental goals 

balance
○ Innovation-driven policies over 

protectionism

Export Subsidies (DS541)
● Background (2018)

○ U.S. challenged India’s MEIS 
export subsidies

○ Alleged violation of WTO’s SCM 
Agreement

● Lessons Learned
○ Phased out MEIS, introduced 

WTO-compliant RoDTEP 
scheme

○ Tax/duty refunds over direct 
subsidies

Reform Suggestions for Disputes
1. Pre-Panel Dispute Resolution
● Mandatory mediation/conciliation
● Non-binding arbitration for 

sovereignty issues
2. Strengthening the AB & Panels
● Permanent judges
● Transparency reforms:

○ Public hearings.
3. Alternative Enforcement Mechanisms
● Monetary compensation
● Fines for non-compliance

4. Judicial Independence
● Standing WTO court with expert 

judges
● Clearer legal boundaries

Related WTO Ministerial Conferences
1. Doha (2001) – "Doha Development 
Agenda"
● Focused on developing nations' 

concerns:
○ Agriculture
○ TRIPS & Medicines
○ Special & Differential Treatment

2. Nairobi (2015) – Decline of Doha Agenda
● US: Doha Round "dead"
● New issues pushed: E-commerce, 

investment, competition policy
● Developing nations demanded:

○ Food security protections
○ Special Safeguard Mechanism 

(SSM) for farmers

Issues in WTO - AoA
1. Shrinking Policy Space
● MSP calculations flawed: 1986-88 ERP

2. Attacks on S&DT
● Input subsidies for "low-income 

farmers" (99.4% in India)
● Push to cap Development Box 

flexibilities
3. Food Security & Public Stockholding
● e.g, FCI procurement
● Need permanent solution

4. SSM
● Demand: Allow tariffs to counter 

import surges
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CONTEXT: India has called for a strong dispute settlement mechanism at the WTO.

Recommendations
1. Fix AoA imbalances:

○ No AMS entitlements for 
developed

○ Update ERP
2. Defend S&DT:

○ No caps on Development Box 
subsidies

3. Permanent solution for public 
stockholding

4. SSM to counter import surges
5. Reform export policies:

○ Shift to WTO-compliant 
schemes

6. Strengthen alliances
7. Domestic coordination:

○ Inter-ministerial collaboration 
on WTO-compliant policies

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION

“The Dispute Settlement Mechanism of the 

WTO has been central to enforcing global 

trade rules. Explain the process of dispute 

settlement under the WTO. What challenges 

has the mechanism faced in recent years, 

particularly with respect to the Appellate 

Body? Suggest reforms to enhance its 

effectiveness.”
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CONTEXT: Challenges faced by IMEC

About IMEC:
● Announced: September 2023
● India, US, UAE, Saudi, Italy, France, 

Germany, EU
● Aim: transport, data, RE, clean 

hydrogen corridor

Geopolitical & Geoeconomic Rationale
● From Abraham Accords, I2U2
● Saudi Arabia’s inclusion
● peace train
● Recent conflicts

Impact of Regional Conflicts
● Houthi attacks on Red Sea shipping
● Egypt (Suez Canal) and Türkiye
● Arab-Israel tensions

Key Features of IMEC
1. Transport Connectivity

○ Eastern Leg: India to Haifa 
(Israel)

○ Western Leg
○ 40% faster than Suez Canal
○ Challenges: Weak rail networks 

in West Asia, Saudi-UAE 
economic rivalry, regulatory 
harmonization

1. Digital Connectivity
○ Undersea data cables
○ 5G networks
○ UPI integration

2. Energy Connectivity
○ RE grids
○ Energy Trilemma for 

Emerging Economies

Interconnected Grids for Renewable 
Energy
● Challenge: intermittent, costly 

battery storage
● IMEC’s solution: Cross-border grid 

connectivity
● Benefits for India:

○ Import green energy
○ Export excess solar power

● West Asia’s potential: High solar 
irradiance

● Supports India’s OSOWOG initiative

Green Hydrogen Corridor
● for heavy industries & 

long-distance transport
● India’s plans:

○ $2B incentive scheme for 5M 
tonnes/year production by 
2030

○ Private sector investments
● Challenges:

○ High production cost
○ cheaper electrolyzers, 

tech-sharing
● IMEC’s role:

○ export market for hydrogen
○ co-development of hydrogen 

tech
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CONTEXT: Challenges faced by IMEC

Challenges
● Competition with BRI:

○ China-centric, "debt-trap 
diplomacy"

○ IMEC: Plurilateral partnership, 
mutual economic benefits

● Geopolitical Risks:
○ Israel-Hamas war
○ Saudi-UAE rivalry

● Implementation Hurdles:
○ Long gestation period
○ Harmonizing regulations across 

diverse economies
○ Infrastructure gaps: Rail 

networks
● Financing IMEC

○ G7’s $600B infrastructure fund
○ UAE/Saudi investments
○ Islamic finance
○ EU’s Global Gateway

Opportunity for India:
● Counter "protectionist" tag
● Leadership in RE/digital trade
● Economic Opportunities:

○ Trade with GCC ($184B/year)
○ Entry into global value chains

● Infrastructure Synergies:
○ Indian ports (Mumbai, Kochi) + 

Saudi/UAE rail networks
○ GCC investments

● Financial Reforms Nudge:
○ Sovereign risk funds
○ Regulatory easing

● Supply Chain Resilience
○ Trade costs
○ insulated against global shocks
○ India’s labor/natural resources + 

EU/West Asia’s markets

Concluding Remarks
● strategic counter to BRI
● geopolitical stability, multilateral 

coordination
● reshape trade routes, energy flows, 

and digital connectivity between 
Asia-ME-EU

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION

“The India-Middle East-Europe Economic 

Corridor (IMEC) is being hailed as a 

transformative connectivity initiative. 

Discuss the key features of the IMEC and 

examine the strategic and economic 

opportunities it offers for India. Also, 

highlight the major challenges in its 

implementation.”
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● Transport sector GHG - 12% (4% rail)

Railway Measures for Net Zero by 2030
● For Reducing Carbon Emission

○ 142 MW solar rooftop capacity, 
103.4 MW of Wind energy 
(August, 2022)

○ Electrification, DFCs Green 
certification of Railway 
Establishments

● Additional Carbon sink by 
Afforestation
○ on vacant railway land
○ planting 1 crore trees annually

● Waste Management
○ Waste to 

energy/compost/biogas plants
○ Environment-friendly 

Bio-toilets 
● Green certification

○ Consent to operate (CTO) from 
State Pollution Control Board

● Exploring partnerships with Solar 
Energy Corporation of India (SECI), 
NTPC, MNRE

Environmental Impact & Achievements
● 700 crore passengers
● Shift from road to rail saved 143 

million tonnes of CO₂ (equivalent to 
planting 121 crore trees)

● 90% less CO₂ emissions compared to 
trucks

● 2,857 crore litres of diesel saved 
(worth ₹2 lakh crore)

● ₹3.2 lakh crore saved in logistics 
costs over the past decade

Electrification & Renewable Energy Push
● 47k km electrified in the last 11 years
● 99% of broad-gauge network 

electrified
● Green energy adoption for stations, 

workshops, and trains
● Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFCs) – 

reducing congestion and emissions
● Hydrogen-powered train 

(Jind-Sonipat)- world’s most 
powerful

Economic Impact
● Logistics Performance Index rank to 

38 (2023) from 54 (2014)
● Reduced oil imports
● rail freight 50% cheaper than road

Future Goals
● Net zero (Scope 1) target advanced to 

2025 
● Supports India’s Panchamrit goals 

(Net Zero by 2070)
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Timeline
● 1951 – Diplomatic relations 

established
● 2000 – Strategic Partnership 

Agreement signed
● 2005 – Indo-German Consultative 

Committee formed
● 2011 – Biennial Intergovernmental 

Consultations (IGC) launched
● 2019 – 1.5 Track Dialogue initiated 

under IGC

Significance of the Partnership
1. Trade & Investment
● Largest European trade partner 

($33.33 bn in 2023)
● 9th FDI source ($ 14.5 bn, 2000-2023)
● India’s skilled workforce & digital 

growth

2. Climate & Sustainability
● €10 bn commitment under Green & 

Sustainable Development 
Partnership (2022)

● supports ISA & CDRI
● solar energy, agro-ecology, green 

tech
3. Technology & Innovation
● Indo-German Science & Tech Centre 
● Women in Science & Engineering 

Research (WISER)
4. Defense & Security
● 2006 Defense Cooperation 

Agreement, JWGs on 
Counter-terrorism, Cybersecurity, 
Defense collaboration

● Joint exercises: Ex MILAN, PASSEX, 
TARANG SHAKTI-1

5. China+1 Strategy
● EU tariffs on Chinese EVs
● India as an alternative 

manufacturing hub
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Challenges in Bilateral Relations
● Trade Barriers:

○ CBAM
○ Bureaucratic hurdles limit 

German FDI
● Geopolitical Differences:

○ India’s neutrality on 
Russia-Ukraine

○ Germany’s economic reliance on 
China

● Human Rights Criticisms:
○ German critiques on Kashmir, 

press freedom

Way Forward
● Early conclusion of India-EU FTA
● Indo-Pacific engagement: naval 

exercises, infrastructure investments
● Clean tech collaboration: Electric 

mobility, green hydrogen, renewables
● Supply chain resilience: Diversifying 

semiconductors, auto parts, pharma 
away from China

● Support for ‘Make in India’ in high-tech 
manufacturing.

Success of the Indian Diaspora
● Global leaders in business, academia, 

research
● Strong cultural values + Highly skilled 

Germany’s Strengths for Indian Talent
● Rich Academic & Scientific Legacy

Nobel Prize dominance (50+ linked to 
Göttingen University alone)
○ World-class research 

institutions:

● Max Planck Society (31 Nobel 
laureates)

● Humboldt Foundation, 
Helmholtz Institutes

● Open & Merit-Based System
○ No economic barriers – 

education/research funded 
by taxpayers

○ PPP for applied research & 
innovation

● Success Stories in Innovation
○ BioNTech (mRNA Covid 

vaccine) – Founded by 
Turkish immigrants

○ Thriving startup & corporate 
R&D ecosystem

○ German firms invest heavily in 
research (rivaling national 
budgets)

● Opportunities for Indian Students & 
Professionals
○ 50,000+ Indian students 

already
○ High demand in STEM fields 

● Language & Integration
○ English used in 

academia/research
○ Welcoming culture for skilled 

migrants

Observation
● Germany seeks talent, but brain 

drain???
● You are very willkommen!
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Why
● Renewable energy transition
● Grid stability - intermittancy
● Energy security, peak load 

management, EV integration

BESS Technologies
1. Lithium-Ion Batteries – Most common 

(high efficiency, fast response)
2. Flow Batteries – Long-duration 

storage, better cycle life
3. Solid-State Batteries – Emerging tech 

(higher energy density, safer)
4. Lead-Acid Batteries – Low-cost but 

shorter lifespan
5. Chemical Energy Storage – Stores 

energy in chemical bonds

Challenges in BESS
● High Costs – Expensive tech, import
● Supply Chain Risks – Li, Co, Ni
● Environmental Concerns – recycling & 

disposal risks
● Efficiency Decline – Battery 

degradation over time
● Policy Uncertainty – Lack of clear 

incentives
● Safety Risks – Fire hazards in Li-ion 

batteries

Govt Initiatives
● National Energy Storage Mission – for 

domestic manufacturing
● PLI Scheme – ₹18,100 crore for battery 

production
● VGF for BESS – ₹3,760 cr - 4 GWh 

projects
● Energy Storage Obligation – Mandates 

storage-backed renewables

● Green Hydrogen Policy – Promotes 
BESS for hydrogen projects

● FAME, SECI & NTPC Pilots – Boosts 
storage adoption

Redefining Energy Security
● 4 pillars: Availability, Accessibility, 

Affordability, Environmental 
Acceptability

● Clean energy access (SDG 7)
● Climate risks & geopolitical 

tensions

India’s BESS Landscape
● Targets:

○ 500 GW non-fossil capacity 
by 2030 (217.62 GW achieved 
by Jan 2025)

○ 47 GW BESS by 2032
● Challenges:

○ Slow grid upgrades & BESS 
deployment

○ Critical mineral shortages (Li, 
Co)

○ Financing gaps for 
large-scale projects

Way Forward for India
● Expedite large-scale BESS projects 

for central/state grids
● Boost local manufacturing 

(gigafactories, alternative 
chemistries)

● Secure critical minerals via global 
partnerships & domestic mining

● Enhance recycling & second-life 
battery use

● Leverage alliances (e.g. BESS 
consortium)



Census of 1931
The 

Analyst 
Handout

    5th June 2025

SYLLABUS : GS Paper 1: Modern Indian History - significant events, issues
Newspaper : Indian Express  Page No : 22



Census of 1931
The 

Analyst 
Handout

    5th June 2025

SYLLABUS : GS Paper 1: Modern Indian History - significant events, issues
Newspaper : Indian Express  Page No : 22

Upcoming Census (2026-27)
● Phases:

○ First phase: October 1, 2026
○ Second phase: March 1, 2027

● Key feature: First caste-based Census 
since 1931 (beyond SC/ST data)

Historical Context: 1931 Census
1. Logistical Challenges
● Covered British India (Balochistan to 

Myanmar)
● Enumerators faced:

○ Vast areas
○ NCM (Gandhi’s Salt March 

coincided)
○ Economic distress (Great 

Depression reduced funding)
● Enumerators unpaid (20 lakh 

teachers/govt staff volunteered)

2. Political & Social Resistance
● Congress boycott ("Census Boycott 

Sunday" – Jan 11, 1931)
○ Limited impact except in Gujarat 

(Ahmedabad, Surat) & Mumbai 
● Local challenges:

○ Bhils refused house numbering 
("superstitious grounds")

○ Enumerators attacked in some 
regions

○ Tiger attack in Bastar 
(interrupted inspection)

3. Findings
● Population: 35.05 crore (10.6% growth 

vs. 1.2% in 1911-21)
○ Reasons: Improved healthcare, 

no major epidemics, universal 
marriage

● Population Density:
○ Lowest: Chagai, Baloch (<1/sq 

km)
○ Highest: Cochin State (800/sq 

km), Dhaka Division (375/sq 
km)

● Major Cities:
○ Kolkata (14.85L) > Mumbai 

(11.61L) > Chennai (6.47L)

Caste Enumeration in 1931
● "Race, Tribe or Caste" (asked since 

1872)
● Opposition in Punjab: Arya Samaj 

influenced Hindus to declare "caste 
unspecified"

● 18.83 lakh people reported "caste nil" 
(98% from Bengal)

● Challenges:
○ Fluid caste terminology (e.g., 

same caste with different 
surnames)

○ Madras Superintendent: 
"Caste sorting is not 
worthwhile due to fluid 
appellations"

Relevance for Census 2026-27
● Debates continue: Methodology, 

caste data utility, political 
implications

● Lessons from 1931:
○ Balancing accuracy vs. social 

resistance
○ Addressing logistical hurdles 

in diverse regions
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● Census 2027 to be conducted in two 
phases:
○ House listing
○ Population enumeration

● Reference date: March 1, 2027
● Digital enumeration for faster data 

processing
● Provisional data expected by March 

2027; final report by late 2027
● Tamil Nadu CM: Centre delaying 

Census to reduce southern states’ 
parliamentary representation
○ Demands "Fair Delimitation" and 

extension of 1971 Census-based 
delimitation until 2056

Delimitation Process & Concerns
● Constitutional mandate: Required 

after first Census post-2026 (Articles 81 
& 82)

● Steps:
○ Delimitation Act to be passed by 

Parliament
○ Delimitation Commission formed 

(headed by retired SC judge + EC 
officials)

○ Formula devised 
(population/constituency) after 
stakeholder consultations

○ Constitutional amendment 
needed to increase Lok 
Sabha seats (capped at 550)

● Southern states’ fear:
○ Loss of seats due to better 

population control vs. 
northern states

○ DMK resolution opposes 
Census-based delimitation

Women’s Reservation Link
● 33% reservation for women in 

Parliament tied to delimitation
● Opposing delimitation risks being 

labeled "anti-women"

Historical Context
● Delimitation frozen since 1971 

Census (42nd Amendment during 
Emergency)

● 2002 amendment (84th) extended 
freeze until first Census after 2026

● Current boundaries based on 2001 
Census, but seat numbers remain 
as per 1971 Census

Operational Challenges
● 25-30 lakh enumerators to be 

deployed
● Digital process may reduce 

discrepancies between provisional 
& final data

● Gazette notification expected on 
June 16, 2024 for exact schedule



Q1. In which round of the World Trade 

Organization negotiations was the Dispute 

Settlement Mechanism established?

a) Doha Round (2001–present)

b) Uruguay Round (1986–1994)

c) Tokyo Round (1973–1979)

d) Bali Round (2013)

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statements 

regarding the India-Middle East-Europe 

Economic Corridor (IMEC):

1. It was launched during the G20 Summit 

2023 in New Delhi.

2. Its Eastern corridor will connect the Gulf 

countries to Europe.

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?

a) 1 Only

b) 2 Only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q3. Which of the following measures has 

Indian Railways adopted as part of its 

strategy to achieve net-zero carbon 

emissions by 2030?

1. Installing rooftop solar panels at 

stations.

2. Planting 1 crore trees annually

3. Deployment of bio-toilets in trains

4. Construction of new coal-fired power 

plants

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below.

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 1, 2, and 3 only

c) 2, 3 and 4 only

d) 1, 3 and 4 only

Answer: b

Q4. Which of the following 

countries/groupings has introduced the 

carbon border adjustment mechanism?

a) United States

b) China

c) European Union

d) United Kingdom

Answer: c

Q5. How many of the following statements 

regarding the Delimitation Commission in 

India is/are correct?

1. Delimitation Commissions have been 

constituted 4 times since independence.

2. The orders of the Delimitation 

Commission cannot be challenged in a 

court of law.

3. It comprises a retired judge of the 

Supreme Court, the Chief Election 

Commissioner, and the Election 

Commissioners of the concerned states.

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below. 

a) Only One

b) Only Two

c) All Three

d) None

Answer: c
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