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“Preamble : The Identity card of 
Constitution”:

“Preamble : The Identity card of 
Constitution”:

Prelims 2021 :

“Nature of Constitution : The 
Debate”:

“In favour of Addition of “Secular”:

KT Shah 
(15th Nov, 1948)

Brajeshwar 
Prasad

“Guard against 
any possibility 

of 
misunderstand

ings between 
communities” 

“To tone 
morale of 

minorities” 
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BR Ambedkar’s
Stand :

Secularism was 
“already contained 

in the draft 
Preamble,” and the 

broader 
constitutional 

framework ensured 
religious neutrality.

Supreme Court’s Stand:

Non - Inclusion 
of “Secular” 

Term:

“Secularism” as 
part of Basic 

Structure

“State neither 
support any 
religion nor 
penalises 

practise of any 
religion” 

● Indira 
Gandhi 
Case 1975

● SR 
Bommai 
Case 1994 
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● State control 
Political, economical 
& financial aspects 
of religious practice

 
● Social welfare & 

reforms in religious 
practice

Indian Brand of Secularism:

“Imbibed in 
the 

Provisions of 
the 

Constitution
”

Article 14

Article 15

Article 25

Article 26

Article 51 A

Government of India’s Initiative:

Idea of “Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas” 

“Ek bharat, Shreshtha Bharat” 

“National Foundation for 
Communal Harmony” 

“Religious Institutions Act 1988” 

Places of Worship Act 1991

● Article 38 : Establish India as “Welfare 
state” 

● Article 38 : Minimise inequalities in 
income, status, facilities & 
opportunities 

● Article 39 (b) : Equitable distribution of 
material resources

 
● Article 39 (c ) : Prevention of 

concentration of wealth & means of 
production 

● Article 43 : Secure living wage and 
decent standard of life for workers 

Socialistic Provisions in the 
Constitution:
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● NFSA 2013

● Right to Education Act 2009

● PM Shram Yogi Mandhaan

● Ayushman Bharat Yojana

● MGNREGA 

● Employment Linked 
Incentive Scheme 2024 

Government of India’s 
Initiative:

Berubari 
Union 
Case 1960

● Key to the “mind of 
makers of the 
Constitution”

● Preamble is NOT part 
of the Constitution

Kesavana
nda 
Bharati 
Case 1973

● Integral part of the 
Constitution

● Can be Amended but 
subject to Basic 
Structure Doctrine

● Upheld in LIC of India 
Case 1995

2 Key 
Takeaway
s:

● Neither source of 
power to legislature nor 
prohibition of powers 
to legislature 

● Non Justiciable = 
Provisions are not 
enforceable in courts of 
Law 
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Mains Practise Question
Question : “The provisions of “Secularism” 
& “Socialism” were implicit in the 
Constitution itself before their inclusion in 
the Constitution by amendment.” 
Critically analyse.
(15 Marks, 250 words)

Prelims 2020 Question
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Pillar 1 : What are Primary & Secondary Pollutants?
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Pillar 2 : Reliance on Thermal Power 
Generation : 

Over Reliance on 
Thermal Power:

● Total Installed Power 
Capacity = 456 GW 
(Nov, 2024) 

● Coal Based TPP = 217 
GW

● 47% of Total capacity

● 71% Power generation 

BP Energy Outlook 2024:

Issues with Renewable Energy:



CONTEXT: The article highlights the challenges of controlling S02 Emissions 
which contribute to the PM 2.5 Pollution in the country.

Controlling PM 2.5 pollution
The 

Analyst 
Handout

29th June, 2025

Pillar 3 : Reliance on TPP leads to “Air 
Pollution”:

○ 1 out of 9 Deaths 
○ 7 Million Premature deaths 

worldwide 

● What about India? 
○ 3rd most polluted country 

globally
○ Annual PM 2.5 Concentration 

= 54.4 Ug/M3 
○ 96% Population = exposed to 

PM 2.5 
○ LANCET Report = 11.5% per 

annum deaths in Delhi 

WHO Report 2024 : 

Pillar 4  : What was Government’s 
Response?

CREA Report 2024 : 

SO2 = Toxic gas with pungent smell

World’s Top emitter 

PM 2.5 combined with Ammonia 
( NH3) 

TPP : 240 times greater SO2 
emission than Stubble Burning

Flue Gas Desulfurization (FGD):
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Categorisation of TPPs:

Category A : 
● TPPs within 10 km 

radius of the 
National Capital 
Region (NCR) 

● Cities with a million 
plus population

Category B : within a 
10 km radius of 
critically polluted 
areas or 
non-attainment cities.

Category C : 
Remaining Plants 
throughout the 
country 

PENALTIES

● ₹0.2 / Unit = Delay up to 180 days
● ₹0.3 / Unit = Delay from 181 to 365 

days
● ₹0.4 / Unit = Delay beyond 1 year 

Pillar 5 : Issue of Extension of 
Deadlines:

Issues with Installation of FGD:

● CEA Review Report = “One mole of CO2 
is released for absorption of One mole of 
SO2” 

● CSE = “Lack of coordination between 
MoP, MoEFCC & TPPs” 

● Long gestation period & High 
installation cost

● Customers = “Paying for installed but 
unused FGD” 

● Delayed payments from DISCOMS = 
Legacy dues of > ₹610 Billion 

● No accountability mechanism on CPCB 
& SPCB 

CSIR - NEERI Study:

● Recommended against installing 
additional FGD Systems

● “SO2 emission norms are not important 
to achieve Good Ambient Air Quality”

● Focus on reducing Particulate emissions 

● Indian coal has lower sulphur content 
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Pillar 6 : Steps taken by GOI to 
control Air Pollution : 

Steps Taken : 

National Clean Air Programme 

SATAT & FAME Scheme 

Ban on use of Pet Coke & 
Furnace Oil as fuel 

Technical Interventions : 
Happy Seeder 

National Air Quality Index (NAQI)

Mains Practise Question
Question : What are Primary & Secondary Pollutants? What are the issues revolving 

installation of Flue Gas Desulphurisation Technique in the Thermal Power Plants? 
Provide suggestive measures. 

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Context of the News :

Long 
degradation 

Time : 
Microplastic

s & 
Microbeads

Microplastic

“Non - Biodegradable” 
: Made of Synthetic 

Polymer

NIEHS : “Plastic 
fragments 

smaller than 
5mm 

Cause of Concern?
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Steps Taken : 

● International Level : 
○ UNEA : “End Plastic Pollution” 

Resolution 2022
○ Plastic Treaty Negotiations 

2024 

● Plastic Waste Management Rules 
2021:
○ Banning 19 Categories of SUPs 
○ Directive to Petrochemical 

Industries - Not supply raw 
material

○ SPCB & PCC - Revoke 
“Consent of Operation” 

○ CPCB : Certification for 
Biodegradable Plastic 

SYLLABUS: GS 3  Paper: Environment Conservation 
Newspaper: Indian Express; Page Number: 15
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Steps Taken : 

● Environment Damage 
Compensation under EPA 1986

● Extended Producer Responsibility 
under PWM Rules 2024

● Micro & Nano Plastic Removal 
Project by FSSAI 

● Advertising Standards Council of 
India : Substantial evidence for 
“Eco- Friendly” Claims 

● Consumer Protection Act 2019 : 
Prohibits deceptive claims & 
outlines penalties 

SYLLABUS: GS 3  Paper: Environment Conservation 
Newspaper: Indian Express; Page Number: 15
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2006 : 19th edition

“Distance covered toward 
Parity : % of Gender Gap 

closed” 

Scores : 0-1 Scale 

2025 = 68% Gender 
Gap closed

No economy has yet achieved 
full gender parity 

INDIA’S Performance : 

Increased parity in Economic Participation : 
40% Gender Gap closed 

Labour force participation : 45% 

Educational Attainment : 
97% Gender Gap closed 

Female Representation in Parliament: 
14.7% to 13.8% in 2025

Share of Women in Ministerial roles : 
6.5% to 5.6% in 2025



SYLLABUS: GS 1  Paper: Issues related to Women Empowerment
Newspaper: The Hindu: Page Number: 12

Global Gender Gap 2025
The 

Analyst 
Handout

29th June, 2025

Reservation is valid for only 15 years : 
Implementable for only 2029 & 2034

Short period of 
significant gains 

made 

MPs doesn’t 
translate to 

Ministerial roles 

Inadequate drawing 
of local leaders from 

Panchayats & 
Municipalities Prevailing Social Stigma & 

Taboos

Persisting 
Challenges
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Jaina Monk : Acharya Vidyanand ji Maharaj : 

Context of the News : 

Three Jewels of Jainism 
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Vidyanand Maharaj : 

1925 in Belagavi, Karnataka

“Prolific Jain scholar memorising over 
8000 Jain Agamic verses” 

Authored Books : Jain Darshan, 
Anekantvad & Moksha Marg Darshan 

Revival of Prakrit Language 

Ministry of Culture : Yuga Purush & Yuga 
Drashta 
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Context of the News : 
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Findings of Research : 
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Practise the “Uncertainty”:

SYLLABUS: GS 3  Paper: Science & Technology
Newspaper: The Hindu: Page Number: SCIENCE
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Context of the News : Artificial Rain

● Process of precipitation 
through Cloud seeding 

● Dispersing of chemicals : Silver 
iodide, potassium iodide & 
dry ice into clouds

● Acts as nuclei for condensation 
of water vapour to form larger 
droplets

● Stratospheric Aerosol 
Injection : Inspired by Volcanic 
eruptions where SO2 & other 
reflective particles are injected 
to reduce smog & cool planet 
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Q1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Secularism in the Indian context permits 
the State to recognise religious 
institutions.

2. Socialism in the Indian context is entirely 
aligned with the Marxist model.

3. The Supreme Court has held both 
secularism and socialism as part of the 
Constitution’s basic structure.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 only
c) 2 only
d) 1 and 2 only

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding microplastics:

1. Microplastics disrupt endocrine functions 
in marine life but not in humans.

2. Secondary microplastics arise from the 
degradation of larger plastic items.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b

Q3. Regarding atmospheric pollutants, 
consider the following statements: 

1. Sulphur dioxide and carbon monoxide 
are primary pollutants.

2. Ozone and peroxyacetyl nitrate are 
examples of secondary pollutants.

3. Carbon dioxide is a secondary pollutant 
formed by microbial action in wetlands.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. Regarding Jainism, consider the following 
statements:

1. The first Jain Tirthankara was 
Rishabhanatha.

2. Chandragupta Maurya adopted Jainism.
3. Jain councils were held during the reigns 

of Kharavela and Chandragupta II.
4. Anekantavada is a tenet of Jainism. 

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One 
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: c

Q5. Regarding Gene Mapping, consider the 
following statements:

1. It identifies the exact nucleotide 
sequence of a gene.

2. Recombination frequency is crucial in 
constructing linkage maps.

3. Physical mapping relies on observable 
traits rather than DNA fragments.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 only
c) 2 only
d) 1 and 3 only

Answer: c




