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Evolution of Relation

Significance of Stable India–China 
Relations
● Efficient Resource Allocation
● Peaceful Indo-Pacific region
● Trade and Investment:

○ USD 118.4 billion in 2023-24
○ China is a major source of APIs 

& rare earth metals
○ Economic Survey 2024-25 - 

India imports 75% of lithium-ion 
batteries from China

● Global Influence:
○ BRICS and SCO
○ Global challenges like climate 

change & public health

Major Challenges in the India-China 
Relations
● Persistent Border Disputes: 

○ 3,488-km-long LAC 
○ Doklam standoff in 2017 & 

Galwan Valley clash in 2020
○ Strategy of salami-slicing

● Trade Deficit:
○ USD 85 billion in 2023-24, up 

from USD 83.2 billion in 2022-23
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○ Dumping - ASEAN 
● Strategic Nexus with Pakistan: 

○ CPEC passing through PoK
○ PL-15 long range missile 

● China, Pakistan plus One:
○ China, Pakistan & Bangladesh
○ China, Pakistan & Afghanistan

● China's Assertiveness: “String of 
Pearls”

● Water Power: 
○ Zangmu Dam - Brahmaputra
○ At Great Bend region

India’s Necklace of Diamonds 
Strategy

Way Forward
● Diplomatic engagements: BRICS, 

SCO & G20
○ Confidence Building Measures

● Water resource management
● Self-Reliance
● Strategic Military Modernization
● Regional Leadership Enhancement

Mains Practise Question
"India-China relations have witnessed a 
complex mix of cooperation, competition, and 
conflict in recent years. Critically examine the 
evolving dynamics of bilateral ties in the 
context of border tensions, regional 
geopolitics, and economic interdependence. 
Suggest measures to strengthen trust and 
stability in the relationship."

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Status of Livestock Sector in India
● World's largest population of livestock
● Milk Production:

○ 1st in milk production, 
contributing 24.76% of global 
milk production.

○ CAGR of 5.62% over the past 10 
years 

● FAO, 2022: 
○ 2nd in egg production, CAGR of 

6.87% over the past 10 years
○ 5th in meat production globally, 

CAGR of 4.85%

Significance of Livestock Sector in 
India
● Contribution to India’s GDP: 

○ CAGR - 12.99% from 
2014-15 to 2022-23

○ contribution to total 
agriculture GVA - 24.38% 
in 2014-15 to 30.23% in 
2022-23.

● Employment Generation: 
○ 8.8% of the population
○ two-third of rural 

community
● Food and Nutritional Security
● Socio-economic development

○ Women accounted for 
31% of all members of 
dairy producer 
cooperatives in 2020-21.

● Sustainability and Climate 
Resilience:

○ Dung and other animal 
wastes - organic 
manure.

○ Weed control
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Challenges
● Health Risks: Lumpy Skin Disease & 

Foot and Mouth Disease
● Inadequate infrastructure: 54 

recognized veterinary colleges
● Rise of Antimicrobial Resistance: 

○ India Animal Fund - 
world’s fourth-largest 
user of antimicrobials in 
animal feed

● Feed and fodder scarcity:
○ Ideal: 14-17 per cent of 

land for fodder cultivation
○ Present: nearly 4 %of 

gross cropped area
● Greenhouse gas contribution

Steps taken
● Rashtriya Gokul Mission
● National Livestock Mission
● Extension of Kisan Credit Card 

- Animal Health Infrastructure 
Development Fund

● Livestock Health and Disease 
Control Programs:

○ control FMD and 
Brucellosis

Way Forward
● Improving veterinary services
● Promote integrated farming system
● Addressing shortage of feed and 

fodder
● Improving Infrastructure and 

Market Linkages
● Adopt One Health Approach

Mains Practise Question
“"Livestock sector plays a crucial role in 
ensuring income security and nutritional needs 
of rural households in India. Discuss the 
significance of the sector in the Indian 
economy. What are the key challenges faced by 
it, and how can they be addressed?"

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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● Signed in 1960 
between India and 
Pakistan mediated 
by the World Bank.

● Water usage 
rights:
○ Eastern 

Rivers- India's 
unrestricted 
use.

○ Western 
Rivers - India 
allowed for 
specific 
non-consum
ptive uses like 
navigation, 
floating of 
timber or 
other 
property, 
flood 
protection or 
flood control, 
fishing or fish 
culture.

● India - 30% and 
Pakistan - 70% of 
the water carried by 
the Indus River 
System.

● Dispute Resolution 
Mechanism:

● Exchange of Data: 
Both parties must 
indulge in the 
Monthly exchange 
of data on river 
water usage.
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Directorate General of Foreign 
Trade:
● an attached office of the Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry.
● Headquarters: New Delhi

● Functions:
○ formulation and 

implementation of India’s 
Foreign Trade Policy.

○ Issues the Importer Exporter 
Code a 10-digit unique code 
mandatory for all Indian 
importers and exporters.

○ Regulates transit of goods 
across Indian borders as per 
bilateral treaties.

Major Land Ports with Bangladesh:

Land Port State

Agartala-Akhaura, 

Sabroom Land Port &

Srimantapur Land 

Port

Tripura

Dawki Land Port Meghalaya

Petrapole Land Port West Bengal

Sutarkandi Land Port Assam
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About Katchatheevu Island
● Origin: The Island was 

formed as a result of 
volcanic eruption in the 
14th-century.

● Location:
○ 285-acre uninhabited 

island in the Palk 
Strait.

○ Located northeast of 
Rameswaram, 
approximately 33 km 
from the Indian coast, 
it sits about 62 km 
southwest of Jaffna.

○ 24 km away from the 
inhabited Delft Island, 
belonging to Sri Lanka

● History:
○ The region was 

initially ruled by the 
Jaffna kingdom of Sri 
Lanka in the early 
medieval period, but 
control later shifted to 
the Ramnad 
zamindari under 
Nayak dynasty of 
Madurai in the 17th 
century.

○ British Rule: Became 
a part of Madras 
Presidency.
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● Indo-Sri Lankan Maritime 
agreement, 1974:
○ India Ceded the island to Sri 

lanka.
○ Reasons: Island had little 

strategic value & to strengthen 
relations with Sri-Lanka.

○ Indian fishermen and pilgrims 
will enjoy access to visit 
Katchatheevu as hitherto, and 
will not be required by Sri Lanka 
to obtain travel documents or 
visas for these purposes.

○ Issue:
■ The agreement did not 

specify the fishing rights 
of Indian fishermen. 

■ Sri Lanka interpreted 
Indian fishermens’ right 
to access Katchatheevu 
to be limited to “rest, 
drying nets and for visit 
to the Catholic shrine 
without visa”.

● Another agreement in 1976: 
○ barred either country from 

fishing in the other’s Exclusive 
Economic Zone. 

○ Again, Katchatheevu lay right 
at the edge of the EEZs of 
either country, retaining a 
degree of uncertainty with 
regard to fishing rights.
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Q1. Which kingdom initially ruled 
Katchatheevu Island during the early 
medieval period?

a) Nayaks of Madurai
b) Jaffnas of Sri Lanka
c) Imperial Cholas
d) Pandyas

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding the livestock sector in India:

1. Around two-thirds of the rural population 
depends on livestock for their livelihood.

2. Women account for more than 
one-fourth of cooperative dairy 
membership.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
NOT correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: d

Q3. Regarding the revision in India’s coastline 
and islands, consider the following 
statements: 

1. The coastline paradox implies that 
coastline length decreases with higher 
measurement resolution, making an 
exact value elusive.

2. The new total number of Indian islands, 
including river islands, is 1,389.

3. Changes in coastline length directly 
affect CRZ regulations, tourism, and 
climate resilience measures.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q4. Regarding Mian Tansen, consider the 
following statements:

1. He was originally a disciple of Swami 
Haridas.

2. He was associated with the Gwalior 
Gharana.

3. He served in the court of Raja 
Ramchandra of Rewa.

4. His ragas are detailed in the Ain-i-Akbari.
How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One 
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: b

Q5. Regarding India’s land ports with 
Bangladesh, consider the following 
statements:

1. Srimantapur and Sabroom Land Ports 
are located in two different states.

2. Dawki and Sutarkandi Land Ports lie in 
adjoining states.

3. Petrapole is located in north-east India.
Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 only
c) 2 only
d) 1 and 3 only

Answer: c




