India warms to foreign law firms,
but legal concerns simmer

Support for foreign firms and lawyers’ entry is tempered by worries over
reciprocity and conflict with Supreme Court rulings

Published - June 01,2025 08:01 pm IST - NEW DELHI

@ SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH

’ S Ty BN . - E] R g AL e
ey f i g AR o g i "_""Q‘_-.-' ) 1 B e i e

On May 14,2025, the Bar Council of India (BCl) — the regulatory authority for the legal profession — formally
notified a set of rules permitting foreign law firms and lawyers to practice in India. File. | Photo Credit: SHIV
KUMAR PUSHPAKAR
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limited to foreign and international law, and solely on a reciprocal basis.

’

A past steeped in resistance

“The entire legal fraternity stood united,” recalled advocate and former Delhi Bar
Association president Rajiv Khosla, who had led the lawyers’ march and lost an eye in a
scuffle with the police.

The turnaround

Lalit Bhasin, chairman of the Society of Indian Law Firms (SILF), who was once a vocal
opponent of foreign law firms entering India, reflected on the shift in tone: “We
welcome them. They can learn from us, we can learn from them. It would be a good
opening for our young lawyers also who can work with them.”

Still, he expressed concerns that the latest BCI notification might contravene the
Supreme Court’s 2018 rulings. Mr. Bhasin said the BCI's 2023 notification was kept in
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abeyance, but the current development amounts to “old wine in a new bottle.”

“Our view is, why can’t the Parliament just amend the law, that is, the Advocates Act,
giving liberty to foreign lawyers to come to India to practice? Because the existing law
does not permit it,” Mr. Bhasin stressed.

‘Encouraging global integration’

”

“The amendment’s spirit is to safeguard domestic litigation while encouraging global
integration,” said Abhishek Prasad, founder of his eponymous chambers. It also creates
new opportunities for Indian lawyers and law firms through the dual registration
provision, which allows them to practice foreign and international law without
relinquishing their right to practice Indian law, he added.

Shailendera Singh, partner at GnS Legal, added a pragmatic note: “The amended Rules
do not specify if foreign lawyers are restricted in appearing in international arbitration
only when the applicable law is Indian law, making it possible for them to appear so
long as one of the parties is a foreign party.”

‘Reciprocity is an illusion’

Mr. Khosla echoed these concerns. “So far, the BCI hasn't specified which countries have
extended reciprocal access to Indian lawyers. Other countries aren’t accepting us, yet
we're moving ahead — I don't understand why,” he said.

Published - June 01,2025 08:01 pm IST


Yuvrajsinh Gohel

Yuvrajsinh Gohel





