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CONTEXT: ILO: India’s social security coverage has increased to 64.3%.
 

Evolution

● Kautilya’s Arthashastra, Manusmriti, 

Yajnavalkya, Sukraniti

● Islam - Khairat & Sadaqah

● Establishment of ILO

● Statutory Enactments

Concerns

● Informal Sector

● Salaried worker Coverage

● Gender Gap

● Gig Workers

● Enterprise & Worker Contribution

● Disparities in Social Security Access

Constitutional Provisions

● Article 39

● Article 39A

● Article 41

● Article 42

Gaps in Coverage

1. Informal Sector and Exclusion

● Exclusion from Existing Laws

● Absence of Employer Contributions

● Gig Economy and Short-Term 

Contracts

2. Implementation Challenges

● Delayed Disbursements and Payment 

Issues

● Administrative Inefficiencies

● Complexity of Procedures

● Lack of Awareness

3. Migrant and Seasonal Workers
● Lack of Portability

● Disconnection Between States and 

Employers

● Short-Term Employment and 

Non-Enrollment

4. Other Gaps and Concerns

● Exclusion of Domestic Workers

● Vulnerability of Women Workers
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CONTEXT: ILO: India’s social security coverage has increased to 64.3%.
 

Social Security - Global Scenario
Concerns in Organized Sector
● Developed nations - fiscal 

sustainability
● Socialist Transition economies - 

cradle-to-grave
● Japan: Aging population, high life 

expectancy

Social Security in Japan
● First Asian country - 1922

○ Health Insurance, Pension 
Programs

○ Unemployment Insurance (1947, 
>5)

Social Security in Germany
● Branches:

○ Sickness Insurance (maternity, 
death grants)

○ Accident Insurance 
(occupational safety)

○ Pension Insurance (old age, 
disability)

○ Unemployment Insurance
● Labour Courts (three-tier system), 

Arbitration
● Contract Labour

○ Employers must inform 
workers of full-time vacancies

Women’s Employment
● China: State intervention since 

1950s; but gaps
● Japan: Equal Employment 

Opportunity Law (1986)
● Korea: Gender-Equal Employment 

Act (1987)

Models for Informal Sector
● Brazilian Social Security System

○ outreach and worker 
education campaigns

○ integration of informal 
workers through digital 
platforms

● South Africa’s Unemployment 
Insurance Fund (UIF)
○ subsidized contribution model

Recommendations

● Extending Coverage to the Informal 
Sector
○ Portable Social Security 

Accounts
○ Mobile-Based Registration 

and Contribution Systems
○ Incentivizing Employer 

Contributions
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● Strengthening Enforcement 

Mechanisms

○ Dedicated Oversight Bodies

○ Stringent Penalties for 

Non-Compliance

○ Regular Audits and 

Inspections

● Use of Technology

○ Digital Platforms for 

Registration and Benefits

○ Blockchain Technology for 

Fraud Prevention

○ Digital Literacy Campaigns

● Financial Sustainability

○ Improve Tax Collection from 

Informal Workers

○ Incentivize Employer 

Contributions

○ Gradual Expansion of 

Coverage

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION:

 “Despite significant reforms, India's social 

security system continues to suffer from 

gaps in coverage, especially for informal 

and migrant workers. Examine the major 

gaps in social security coverage in India. 

Discuss the key government initiatives 

undertaken to address these gaps. Suggest 

measures to make social security more 

inclusive and effective.”
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CONTEXT: BEE is preparing a draft framework to standardise default AC temperatures.

Energy Conservation Act, 2001

EC (Amendment) Act, 2022

● Carbon Credit Trading

● Obligation to Use Non-Fossil Energy Sources

● Energy Conservation & Sustainable Building Code

● Energy Efficiency Standards for Vehicles & Vessels

● Enhanced Penalties for Non-Compliance

● Revised Composition of BEE Governing Council
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CONTEXT: BEE is preparing a draft framework to standardise default AC temperatures.

Govt Initiatives

1. Building Energy Efficiency

● Star Ratings for Buildings

● Eco-Niwas Samhita (ECBC-R)

○ Energy Efficiency Label for 

Residential Buildings

● Energy Management Information 

System (EMIS)

2. Transport Sector Efficiency

● Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency 

(CAFE) Norms

● Constant Speed Fuel Consumption 

(CSFC) Norms

3. Standards & Labelling (S&L) Scheme

● LED lamps, ACs, pump sets, ceiling 

fans, LPG stoves

4. Municipal & Agricultural DSM

● efficient pumps under AMRUT

5. SME Energy Efficiency

● SIDHIEE Portal: Knowledge hub for EE 

technologies

6. DISCOM Strengthening

● State Energy Efficiency Index (SEEI)

7. Awareness & Outreach

● National Energy Conservation Awards

8. India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP)

● First comprehensive national cooling 

plan globally

● Goals by 2037-38:

○ Reduce cooling demand by 

20-25%

○ Cut refrigerant demand by 

25-30%

○ Cooling energy needs by 

25-40%

9. DST Initiatives

● Clean Energy Research Initiative

● BHAVAN Fellowships: Indo-US 

collaboration on building EE

10. NITI Aayog Initiatives

● India Energy Dashboard: GIS-based 

energy data.

● State Energy Index: access, 

affordability, sustainability.

● E-mobility:

○ FAME-I/II for EV adoption

○ Phased Manufacturing Program 

for battery tech

Mains Practise Question:

“Energy efficiency is a critical pillar of India’s 

sustainable development and climate 

goals. Examine the key provisions of the 

Energy Conservation Act, 2001 and the 

amendment in 2022. Discuss major 

government initiatives aimed at promoting 

energy efficiency in India.”
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● Haryana (1994) issued notification 
sub-classifying SCs

Arguments in Favor of Sub-Classification
● Not homogenous; some groups more 

backward
● Substantive equality - targeting the 

most deprived
● Indra Sawhney permits 

sub-classification
● Legislative competence under Entries 41 

(List II)
● Article 341 - no bar on sub-classification
● Empirical data - inter-se backwardness 

among SCs
● Jarnail Singh (2018):

○ Creamy layer exclusion for SCs 
does not violate Article 341

Arguments Against Sub-Classification
● Article 341(2) bars any modification of 

the SC list except by Parliament
● EV Chinniah (2005)

○ SCs form a homogenous class
○ sub-classification violates Article 

14
● Indra Sawhney explicitly excluded SCs/

Analysis
● Sub-classification is permissible:

○ Articles 15(4) & 16(4) allow 
affirmative action for backward 
classes

○ Intelligible differentia exists
○ Does not alter the SC list
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● Overruling Chinniah:
○ erred in treating as uniformly 

backward
○ Sub-classification is 

constitutional if:
1. Based on rational criteria 

(e.g., social/educational 
deprivation)

2. Does not exclude any 
group from reservation 
benefits

● States can provide preferential 
treatment to the most backward SC 
groups
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High Seas

● Under the jurisdiction of no country

● All countries - right to fish, ship, and do research

● > 60% of the world’s oceans by surface area.

● Activities often unregulated and insufficiently monitored

● Paris Agreement for the Ocean

● Build on the legacy of UNCLOS
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High Seas Treaty

● Place 30% of the seas into protected areas by 2030 

● Legal framework for establishing MPAs - wildlife, share genetic resources

● Environmental assessments - commercial activities

● Polluter-pays principle, mechanisms for disputes.

● Guidance - integrated approach to ocean management - ecosystem resilience

● Recognize the rights and traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples

● Freedom of scientific research, need for ABS

● special circumstances facing small-island, landlocked developing nations.

● Establish a CoP - member states accountable - governance, biodiversity

● pledge by signatories to share ocean resources
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● World Day Against Child Labour on 
June 12 under ILO

● SDG Target 8.7: Calls for eliminating 
child labour by 2025 

Global Child Labour Scenario
● 160 million children (1 in 10) in CL 

worldwide
● Highest prevalence: Africa, Asia, Pacific 

(90%)
● COVID-19 impact: School closures and 

job losses 

Child Labour in India
● Census 2011: 4.35 million children (5–14 

yr) in CL
● Key industries: Beedi, carpet-weaving, 

fireworks
● Legal framework:

○ Child Labour (Prohibition & 
Regulation) Act, 1986 (amended 
in 2016)
■ Bans employment of 

children below 14
■ Prohibits hazardous work 

for adolescents (14–18 
years)

○ RTE: Free schooling for 
6–14-year-olds

● National Policy on Child Labour (1987): 
Focus on rehabilitation and strict 
enforcement

Success Story: Velpur Model (Telangana)
● Velpur Mandal (Nizamabad) - once a 

CL hotspot
● 2001 campaign: Community-led drive 

to enrol all children (5–15 years) in 
schools

● Result: Declared "child labour-free" 
on October 2, 2001

Key Strategies
1. Community Mobilization

○ Overcame initial resistance 
(e.g., false rumours about 
organ trafficking)

○ Employers waived off debts (~
₹35 lakh) tied to child labour

2. Government & Local Collaboration
○ Sarpanchs signed MoUs 

ensuring education for all 
children

○ Bridge schools under National 
Child Labour Project (NCLP)

3. Sustainability
○ 100% school retention for 24+ 

years
○ Villages display boards: "No 

child labour here"

Lessons from Velpur
● Community ownership for lasting 

change
● Legal + Social efforts
● Debt bondage is a major 

driver—addressing it can break the 
cycle

● Awareness + Enforcement ensure 
compliance
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About Eurasian Otter:

● Eurasian otter, European otter, 

Eurasian River otter, common otter, 

Old-World otter

● Semiaquatic carnivorous mammal

● Scientific Name: Lutra lutra

Distribution:

● One of the widest distributions 

among Palearctic mammals

● Found in the Middle East, Europe, 

Northern Africa, Eastern Russia, China, 

other Asian countries

● India: Northern, northeast, south

Habitat:

● Diverse aquatic habitats: 

highland/lowland lakes, rivers, 

streams, marshes, swamp forests, 

coastal areas

● Indian subcontinent: Cold hills, 

mountain streams

Features:

● Elusive and solitary

● Appearance: Sleek brown fur (paler 

underside), long body, thick tail, short 

legs

● Aquatic Adaptations:

○ Webbed feet

○ Ability to close ears and nose 

underwater

○ Dense, short fur for insulation

● Sensory Traits:

○ Vibrissae (sensitive hairs) 

around snout for locating prey

○ Acute sight, smell, and hearing.

● Vocalizations:
○ High-pitched whistle 

(mother-cub communication)
○ Twittering during play-fighting
○ Cat-like noises when fighting

Conservation Status:

● IUCN: Near Threatened

● Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: 

Schedule II

● CITES: Appendix I



Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding Energy Conservation Act, 2001:

1. It empowers the Centre to specify energy 
efficiency norms and standards for 
appliances.

2. It established the Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency.

How many of the statements given above is/ 
are correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q2. Consider the following pairs:

How many of the above pair/s is/are correctly 
matched?

a) Only One
b) Only Two 
c) All Three
d) None 

Answer: a

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding the maritime zones:

1. Territorial sea extends to 24 nautical miles 
from the baseline.

2. Exclusive economic extends to 200 
nautical miles from the baseline.

How many of the statements given above is/ 
are correct?
a) 1 Only 
b) 2 Only  
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b

Q4. Consider the following statement 
regarding the High Seas Treaty:

1. The treaty is built on the legacy of the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

2. It is also known as the ‘Paris Agreement 
for the Ocean.’

3. It aims to place 30% of the seas into 
protected areas by 2030.

How many of the statements given above is/ 
are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two 
c) All Three
d) None 

Answer: c

Q5. Consider the following statements 
regarding Eurasian Otter:

1. It is found in the Middle East, Europe, 
Northern Africa, Eastern Russia, China, 
other Asian countries

2. Its IUCN conservation status is Critically 
endangered.

Which of the statements given above is/ are 
correct?

a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a
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