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Long and complex history of relations
● India decided to remain in the 

Commonwealth of Nations after 
becoming a Republic in 1950.

● Phase of Strained Relationship during 
Cold war:
○ India pursued a non-aligned 

foreign policy while the UK was a 
NATO ally of the US.

○ UK opposed India’s wars with 
Pakistan and India’s nuclear 
tests.

● Economic Reforms (1990s): Post-Cold 
War, economic liberalisation improved 
ties, focusing on trade and investment.

● Strategic Partnership (2004): 
Upgraded relations with regular 
high-level visits, enhancing cooperation 
in trade, defence, and cultural 
exchanges.

Significance of the close India-UK relations : 
● Geo-Strategic:

○ India to counter China’s rise in the 
Indian Ocean Region

○ UK - “China plus one strategy”
● Geopolitical:

○ Indo-Pacific, Afghanistan, UNSC, 
G20 and Commonwealth

● Economic: India-UK FTA
○ Boost to India’s labour-intensive 

sectors - tariffs on textile & 
footwear will be eliminated

○ increase Indian service exports: 
Double contribution convention, 
skilled indians employed in UK & 
their employers will be exempted 
from paying social security 
contributions for 3 years.

○ UK’s beverage and automobile 
industry

● Climate Change:
○ One Sun One World One Grid 

Initiative

Growing Convergence  
● Defense and Security:

○ Defence and International 
Security Partnership in 2015

○ Military exercise: Ajay 
warrior, Konkan & Cobra 
Warrior etc.

● Health:
○ Oxford University, 

AstraZeneca and Serum 
Institute on COVID-19 
vaccine

○ working on pandemic 
preparedness, Antimicrobial 
Resistance, digital health, 
Ayurveda etc.
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● Indian Diaspora: 
○ Only 1.8% of population contribute 

6% of Britain’s GDP.
○ 57th Prime Minister of the United 

Kingdom - Rishi Sunak, was of 
Indian Origin.

● Economic Cooperation:
○ 2022 - India was the UK’s twelfth 

largest trading partner, 
accounting for 2% of the UK’s 
total trade.

○ UK is 6th largest investor in India 
( 2000-2023).

● Geo Political Cooperation: 
○ UK supports India’s proposal for 

permanent membership of the 
UNSC

○ India-UK Disarmament and 
Non-Proliferation Dialogue, 
India-UK JWG on Counter 
Terrorism 

  Challenges in the relations

● UK’s closeness to China: India opposes 
BRI while UK engage substantially with 
BRI.

● Khalistan Issue: Allegations of UK’s 
support for Sikh separatism

● Extradition Rigidities: Vijay Mallya, Nirav 
Modi and other fugitives from London.

● Illegal Migrants: more than 1 lakh of 
illegal Indian immigrants in the UK

● Colonial Legacy

  Way Forward

● Agreement on “migration and 
mobility”

● Streamlining the extradition 
process

● Prioritize collaboration in 
counterterrorism, HADR, and 
maritime security 

● Jointly reviving multilateralism 
and multilateral institutions

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION

“"India-UK relations have evolved from a 
shared colonial past to a strategic 
partnership in the 21st century. Critically 
examine the key areas of cooperation 
and challenges in the bilateral 
relationship in the context of recent 
global developments."

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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  Role of Civil services  :
● Conducting free & fair elections
● Ensuring uninterrupted administration 

during President’s Rule
● Development side: Repository of 

institutional knowledge 
● Executing & Monitoring Programmes: 

laying down laws, rules & regulations
● Crisis Handler: Bhilwara model of 

Covid-19 management

What ails Civil services?
● Politicisation of Bureaucracy: postings 

& transfers
● Lack expertise: address technical 

challenges
● Corruption: No adequate protection in 

Whistle Blowers Act, 2014:
○ anonymous complaints are not 

allowed
○ disclosure is done malafidely: 

imprisonment for a term 
extending up to 2 years and a fine 
extending up to Rs. 30,000.

● Rule-Book Bureaucracy: Focus on 
“Procedures” & not “Outcomes”

● Ineffective Incentive system
Lateral entry 
Need for lateral entry: Technical expertise: 
rising complexity
Positive Impact of lateral entry:
● Strengthening of participatory 

Governance
● Improvement of Governance 

efficiency: 
○ ex- Appointment of Montek Singh 

Ahluwalia (Planning 
Commission), Vijay Kelkar 
(Ministry of Finance) and 
Parameshwaran Iyer (Swachh 
Bharat Mission)

● Bringing a Change in Work Culture
● Augmenting Human resource 

availability: DoPT - shortage of 1,500 IAS 
officers

Challenges in lateral entry:
● Outsider Syndrome
● Maintaining Objectivity and 

Neutrality
● Sidelining of reservation policy
● Short Tenure
● Lack familiarity with 

administrative complexity

 Way Forward : 
● Maintain balance b/w career civil 

servants and lateral entrants
● Tenure stability to Career civil servants
● Assimilation with bureaucratic 

structure
● Transparent appointment process: 

ARC recommendation
● Implementation of reservation policy

Skilled, Open & Connected Bureaucracy

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION

“Assess the impact of lateral 
entrants on overall governance 
within India’s Civil services”

(15 Marks, 250 words)

Lateral entry & challenges 
faced by civil services
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 Decoding the News : 
Context: World Bank in its recent 
report highlighted that 1.2 billion 
young people will be reaching the 
working age in developing 
nations but these economies may 
not be able to generate jobs for 
even 300 million.  
● N.K. Singh - India MSME’s are 

crucial to bridge this 
employment gap. 

Significance of MSME’s:
● Employment - 150 million ( 

40% of labour force )
● Contribution to GDP - 30%
● Exports - 45%

Challenges faced by MSME’s:
● Access to formal credit: RBI 

Committee 
○ 14% of MSME’s have 

access to formal 
credit.

○ Credit gap - ₹25 lakh 
Crore

○ Other Countries: 
China - 37% & US - 
50%

● Compliance Culture:
○ Committee under 

Cabinet Secretary - 
“Deregulation”

● Informalisation: Lack of 
evidence-based policy 
making

● Missing - Middle: 
○ 63 million MSME’s - 

99% of that is micro.
● Integration with global & 

Indian value-chain: 
inadequate branding & 
stringent quality standards

Steps Taken:
● MUDRA Yojana
● JAM Trinity
● Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of 

Traditional Industries (SFURTI) - Hosiery 
important cluster in Tamil Nadu

● Udyam registration portal
● Government-e-marketplace

 International Practices:
● Kenya: M-Pesa - mobile phone based 

payments & micro-financing portal.
● Vietnam: building clusters
● South africa: Blended finance
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Context: In the wake of recent terrorist attack in 
Pahalgam, central government has directed all 
States & UT’s to conduct “Civil defence drill” today, 
across 244 categorised “Civil Defence Districts”.
Are such drills carried out in other countries also?
● South Korea: August, 2023 - North Korea 

launched an intercontinental ballistic missile.
● Ukraine ahead of Russia invasion.

Previously: Such elaborate drills were conducted in 
1971 - after Indo-Pak war
What are “Civil Defence Districts”?
● Demarcated towns & districts- for 

implementation of “Civil defence programs” on 
the recommendation of Ministry of Defence.

● Based on:
○ Location: Near borders -Vulnerability to 

attack
○ Vital Installations: defence installations, 

nuclear plants, key govt. Buildings etc
○ Critical Infrastructure: major highways, 

railways & ports etc

2010 - Ministry of Home affairs 
notified 259 Civil Defence district, 
divided into 3 categories:

○ Category I: require full 
implementation of of 
Civil defence 
programs

○ Category II & III:  
partial implementation 
in varying degrees

● January, 2023: 295 
vulnerable towns/districts 
where “Civil Defence” 
measures need to be taken 
but today “Civil defence 
drill” would be conducted in 
only 244 “Civil Defence 
districts”.
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What will happen during the drill?
● Assess the effectiveness of air raid 

warning systems
● Operationalisation of Hotline/radio 

communication links with IAF
● Test functionality of control rooms.
● Civilians, students etc should be 

trained on safety protocols to be 
followed during an aerial or ground 
assault.

● Activation of Civil Defence services: 
firefighting, rescue services and 
depot etc.

● Early camouflaging of vital 
plants/installations.

● Direct participation of civil defence 
units: district controllers, Home 
Guards, National Cadet Corps etc.

Mock drill will be conducted under the Civil 
Defence Act, 1968:
● Today, with increased emphasis on 

natural disasters, terrorism & 
technological accidents, civil 
defence has evolved into a broader 
“emergency management” or 
“Disaster risk reduction” systems.
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Satellite Internet 
● How it works ?
● Space Internet in Low Earth 

Orbit (up to 2,000 kilometers):
○ Advantages:

■ Cost effective
■ Minimal latency
■ High Resolution 

images

● Geostationary orbits of 
36,000 kilometers from the 
Earth’s equator:
○ Advantages:

■ Coverage
■ Linking
■ Remote sensing

Rules for Satellite 
Communication companies
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 About Gagaanyaan Mission  : 
➔ 1st human space flight programme of 

ISRO.
➔ Objective: To demonstrate indigenous 

capability of human space flight to low 
earth orbit (400 km)

➔  Launching crew of 3 members for 3 days 
and bring them back safely to earth, by 
landing in Indian sea waters.

➔ Payload will consist of:
◆ Crew module - spacecraft carrying 

human beings.
◆ Service module - powered by two 

liquid propellant engines.
◆ It will be equipped with emergency 

escape and emergency mission 
abort.

➔ GSLV Mk III, also called the 
LVM-3 (Launch Vehicle Mark-3,) 
the three-stage heavy lift 
launch vehicle, will be used to 
launch Gaganyaan

➔ India will become the 4th nation 
in the world to launch a Human 
Spaceflight Mission after USA, 
Russia, and China.

➔ Russia and France are 
cooperating with India for 
Gaganyaan mission.
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 About HDI : 
● It is released by United Nations 

Development Programme.
● Background: based on the human 

development approach, developed 
by Mahbub ul Haq, anchored in 
Amartya Sen’s work on human 
capabilities, and often framed in 
terms of whether people are able to 
“be” and “do” desirable things in 
life.

● It establishes “goalposts”—minimum 
and maximum values—for each 
dimension and then compares each 
nation’s performance to them. 

● This is denoted by a number between 
0 and 1. 
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Highlights of Human 
Development Report, 
2025:India:
● Moved up 3 spots - 

130/193 countries.
● Improvement in HDI 

value: 0.685 (2023) from 
0.676 (2022)

● Gross National Income: 
rose over four times 
$2,167.22 (1990) to 
$9,046.76  (2023).

● Multidimensional 
poverty: 135 million 
escaped b/w 2015-16 and 
2019-21.

● Life Expectancy: 58.6 
(1990) to 72 (2023)

● Inequality persists:
○ Improvement in 

health & education 
inequality

○ Income & gender 
inequality persists

● Global slowdown in 
human development: 
current pace of progress is 
slowest since 1990.
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Q1. Consider the following statements regarding 
India–United Kingdom relations:

1. India remained a member of the 
Commonwealth of Nations after becoming a 
Republic in 1950.

2. During the Cold War, India maintained a 
strong military alliance with the UK as both 
were part of NATO.

3. A Strategic Partnership between India and the 
UK was established in 2004, enhancing 
cooperation in multiple sectors.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1  and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q2: Consider the following statements regarding 
lateral entry into civil services in India:

1. Lateral entry helps bring technical expertise to 
handle the growing complexity of governance.

2. One major challenge of lateral entry is its 
potential to dilute the reservation policy 
framework.

3. Lateral entry has no impact on improving 
governance efficiency in India.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q3: Consider the following statements:

1. MSMEs contribute around 30% to India’s GDP 
and employ nearly 150 million people, making 
up about 40% of the labour force.

2. According to the RBI, over 50% of MSMEs in 
India have access to formal credit, placing it 
ahead of countries like China and the US.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?

a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q4: Which of the following indicators 
is/are used in calculating the Human 
Development Index?

1. Life expectancy at birth
2. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per 

capita
3. Expected Year of Schooling

Select the correct answer using the 
codes given below.

a) 1 Only
b) 2 and 3 Only
c) 1 and 3 Only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q5: Consider the following statements 
regarding India’s Gaganyaan Human 
Spaceflight Programme:

1. The Gaganyaan mission aims to 
demonstrate India’s capability for 
human spaceflight to a low Earth 
orbit (400 km).

2. The Gaganyaan mission will be 
launched using the GSLV Mk II 
rocket, with cooperation from the 
USA and France.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?

a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a
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