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CONTEXT: The SC publishes details of recommendations made by Collegium for 
HCs.

Composition

➢ The Supreme Court Collegium is a 

five-member body, which is - 

○ Headed by the incumbent CJI 

○ And comprises the four other 

senior most judges of the 

court at that time. 

A High Court collegium is led by - 

● The incumbent Chief Justice 

○ And two other senior most 

judges of that court. 

○ By its very nature, the 

composition of the collegium 

keeps changing.

Arguments In favour of the Collegium 

System

● Independence of Judiciary: Article 

50 - Separation of powers, No 

executive control

● Doctrine of Separation of Powers - 

Checks and balances, Judicial 

supremacy

● Insulation from Political 

Interference - Collegium 

appointments, No political influence

● Maintenance of Judicial Integrity - 

Contempt powers, Ethical conduct

● Insulation from Political 

Interference

First Judges Case (1981): The SC said 
that consultation under Article 124 
doesn't mean concurrence. The 
President is not bound by CJl's advice.

Second Judges Case (1993): The SC 
overruled its previous decision and said 
CJl's advice was binding. The CJl is 
required to formulate its advice based 
on a collegium of judges consisting of 
CJI and two senior-most SC judges.

Third Judges Case (1998): The SC 
expanded the collegium to a 
five-member body to include the CJI 
and the four senior-most judges of the 
court after the CJI.



Collegium System in India
The 

Analyst 
Handout

6th May  2025

CONTEXT: The SC publishes details of recommendations made by Collegium for 
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Concerns with the System:

● NON-TRANSPARENT: official 

mechanism or secretariat. 

● Chances of FAVOURITISM and 

NEPOTISM:

● EXCLUSION OF EXECUTIVE: 

● CLOSED-DOOR AFFAIR : no 

accountability

● Against the Principle of CHECKS 

and BALANCES.

● NO PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE of how 

and when a collegium meets, and 

how it takes its decisions. 

● NO OFFICIAL MINUTES of collegium 

proceedings.

● Lack of Inclusivity

Way Forward:

● Permanent, independent body:

● Institutionalise the process:  

judicial primacy but not judicial 

exclusivity.

● Inclusivity Important: reform MoP

● Timely Filling up of vacancies

Best practices 

● USA: The appointments are made by the 

President. Judges of the Supreme Court 

are nominated by the President and 

confirmed by the United States Senate

● UK: The SC Judges are appointed by a 

five peoples  selection commission. 

Committee-SC President, his deputy 

and one member each appointed by 

the JACs which consist of lay persons, 

members of judiciary and the bar; of 

England, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Mains Practise Question:
“Trace the evolution of the collegium system 

for judicial appointments in India. Discuss 

major concerns associated with the present 

system of appointment of judges in India.”

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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CONTEXT: Pakistan based groups tried to gain unauthorised access to sensitive 
data.

Mains Practice Question:

“What are the major drivers of the growing threat of cybercrime in India? Suggest some 

measures to address the issues comprehensively.”

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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Q1. Consider the following statements regarding the 
interpretation of the word “Consultation” under 
Articles 124 & 217 by the Supreme Court:

1. In the First Judges case, the Supreme Court ruled 
that CJI’s advice does not bind the President.

2. In the Third Judges case, the Supreme Court 
ruled that CJI has to formulate his advice based 
on a collegium consisting of two senior-most SC 
judges.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 Only 
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q2. “It is an email which appears to be from some 
authentic source, but it is not”. The above statement 
best refers to the description of which of the following 
cybersecurity issues?

a) Phishing

b) Malware attack

c) Spoofing

d) Cyber stalking

Answer: c

Q3. Consider the following statements:

1. The chief purpose of the CERT-In is to monitor 

cyber incidents, issue alerts, and coordinate 

responses to cyber attacks.

2. Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) 

functions under the Ministry of Electronics & 

Information Technology.

3. Protection of critical infrastructure is the chief 

responsibility of I4C.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q4. In which of the following cases did the Supreme 
Court outline the “Triple Test” to determine the OBC 
Quota?

a) Janhit Abhiyan v. Union of India, 2022
b) M. Nagaraj v. Union of India, 2006
c) Indra Sawhney v. Union of India, 1992
d) Vikas Kishanrao Gawali vs State of 

Maharashtra, 2021

Answer: d

Q5. Consider the following pairs:

How many of the above pairs is/are correctly 
matched?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b
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