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CONTEXT: Incorrect to say India doesn’t have a National Security Strategy, says CDS

● National Security 
- ‘ability of a country’s 

government to protect its 
citizens, economy, and 
institutions’

- Includes different dimensions; 
primarily military 
preparedness

● Strategy
- ‘continuous process’
- Evolving Threats

● National Security Strategy - 
document 

- Considers - Traditional & 
Non-Traditional 

● NSS often includes 
- Assessments of potential 

Threats
- Resource Allocation
- Diplomatic and Military Actions
- Policies - Intelligence, defense, 

security-related areas.

Countries - National Security Strategy
● Developed nations - Advanced 

Security Structures
● China & Pakistan

India’s Previous Attempts to formulate a 
NSS
● Kargil Review Committee Report, 

2000
● Report of the Naresh Chandra Task 

Force on Security, 2012
● National Security Advisory Board 
● DPC headed by NSA, 2018 

- NSS & NDS
● Hooda Committee Report, 2019

What is the need of the NSS in India?
● Era of Strategic Uncertainty

- End of Cold War
- Non-State Actors
- Terrorism & Trafficking

● Institutional Paralysis & Intelligence 
Gaps

● Uncodified Policy
● Insecure neighbourhoods - China & 

Pakistan
● Emerging Indo-Pacific Security 

Framework
- Maritime Threats

● Internal Threats 
- LWE

● Technological Advancements & 
Cybersecurity

● Ecological Degradation & Climate 
Change
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CONTEXT: Incorrect to say India doesn’t have a National Security Strategy, says CDS

What are the challenges in developing a 
NSS?
● Political Hesitation
● Compliance - Legal Framework
● Divergence -  the military and 

political leadership
● Resource Allocation
● Continuously changing - Threat 

Landscape
● Reactive Approach
● National Security Culture

Way forward - to enhance India's NSS 
framework - Hooda Committee's 
recommendations - 
● Assuming - rightful place in global 

affairs
- Engaging proactively with 

major powers
● Achieving Secure Neighborhood

- strengthening relations - 
neighboring countries

- ‘Pressurise’ Pakistan & 
‘Manage’ China

● Resolution - internal conflicts - J&K, 
LWE, NE

● Mitigating Global & Domestic Risks
● Strengthening Capabilities

Mains Practise Question
Despite facing a complex security 
environment marked by both traditional 
and non-traditional threats, India is yet to 
adopt a formal National Security Strategy 
(NSS). Critically examine the need for a 
comprehensive NSS in India. 

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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What is Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)?
○ “resistance acquired by any microorganism 

against antimicrobial drugs”
■ Consequence - standard treatments - 

ineffective, infections persist - spread
○ natural phenomenon - bacteria evolve - 

drugs - less effective; Aggravated - 
Injudicious Use

○ ‘SUPERBUGS’
■ WHO - AMR - one of the top ten - threats to 

global health.

What are the Reasons for the 
Spread of AMR?
● High Prevalence - 

Communicable Diseases: 
tuberculosis, diarrhoea, 
respiratory infections, etc. 

● Overburdened Public Health 
System: Limits - laboratory 
capacity & targeted 
treatment.

● Poor Infection Control 
Practices: Hygiene lapses - 
hospitals & clinics 

● Injudicious use: 
Overprescription; 
self-medication, incomplete 
antibiotic courses & 
unnecessary use - 
broad-spectrum antibiotics
○ Easy Access: 

Unregulated OTC 
availability

● Lack of Awareness
● Limited Surveillance: Difficult 

to track 

What are the Implications of the 
Spread of Antimicrobial 
Resistance?
■ Healthcare Impact: Can 

render antibiotics ineffective 
-increased mortality rates.

■ Increased Healthcare Costs: 
resistant infections - more 
expensive and prolonged 
therapies

CONTEXT: Infectious diseases experts have flagged the overuse of a potent antibiotic 
leading to it losing its efficacy, and drug resistance.

The Silent Pandemic: 
Understanding AMR

The 
Analyst 
Handout

23rd May 2025



■ Challenges in Medical Procedures: 
riskier - Surgeries, cancer 
chemotherapy, and organ 
transplants 

■ Limitations in Treatment Options:  
previously manageable infections 
become untreatable - fatalities

What are the Measures Taken to Address 
AMR ?
■ India:

○ National Programme on AMR 
containment

○ National Action Plan on AMR
○ AMR Surveillance and Research 

Network (AMRSN)
○ AMR Research & International 

Collaboration: ICMR Initiatives
○ Antibiotic Stewardship 

Program: ICMR - pilot project 
across India to control misuse 
and overuse of antibiotics in 
hospital wards and ICUs; DCGI

■ Global Measures:
○ World Antimicrobial Awareness 

Week
○ The Global Antimicrobial 

Resistance and Use 
Surveillance System

Way Forward
● Public Education Campaigns: mass 

media, community outreach 
programs

● Antibiotic Stewardship Programs: 
track and optimize antibiotic use

● Regulation of Antibiotic Sales: stricter 
regulations on the sale of antibiotics 

● Expand AMR Surveillance: Establish a 
nationwide AMR surveillance system

● Develop New Technologies

Mains Practise Question
“Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is not just a 
medical challenge, but a silent pandemic 
with economic, social, and developmental 
implications.” In this context, examine the 
causes and consequences of AMR in India. 
Suggest a multi-pronged strategy to 
address the crisis at national and global 
levels.

(10 Marks, 150 words)

CONTEXT: Infectious diseases experts have flagged the overuse of a potent antibiotic 
leading to it losing its efficacy, and drug resistance.
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SYLLABUS: GS Paper 2: Institutions
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 18

● The Directorate of Enforcement or the ED is a multi-disciplinary organization 
mandated with investigation of economic crimes and violations of foreign exchange 
laws. The origin of this Directorate goes back to 1st May, 1956, when an ‘Enforcement Unit’ 
was formed in the Department of Economic Affairs for handling Exchange Control Laws 
violations under FERA ’47. In the year 1957, this Unit was renamed as ‘Enforcement 
Directorate’.
● The prime objective of the ED is the enforcement of three key Acts of the 

Government of India namely:
○ FEMA, 1999,
○ PMLA, 2002 and
○ FEOA, 2018

● Whenever any offence is registered by a local police station, which has generated 
proceeds of crime over and above ₹1 crore, the IO forwards the details to the ED. 
Alternatively, if the offence comes under the knowledge of the Central agency, they can 
then call for the FIR.
● In 1960, the administrative control of the Directorate was transferred from the DoEA to the 
DoR. For a short period of 04 years (1973 – 1977), the Directorate remained under the 
administrative jurisdiction of the DoPT. Presently, the Directorate is under the 
administrative control of the DoR, Ministry of Finance, Government of India.
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Q1. Which of the following reports are related 
to formulating a National Security Strategy 
(NSS)?

1. Kargil Review Committee Report (2000)
2. Naresh Chandra Task Force Report on 

Security (2012)
3. Hooda Committee Report (2019)

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below. 
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

 Answer: d

Q2. Regarding the India State of Forest Report 
2023, consider the following statements:

1. India's total carbon stock has reached 
30.43 billion tonnes of CO₂ equivalent.

2. As of 2023, India has already achieved 
the additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3.0 
billion tonnes based on 2005 levels.

3. India’s mangrove cover currently stands 
at 4,992 square kilometres.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding Asiatic Lions:

1. The current population of Asiatic lions in 
Gujarat stands at 891, marking a 32% 
increase since 2020.

2. The range of Asiatic lions has expanded 
from 30,000 sq km to 35,000 sq km.

3. In 2008, the IUCN changed the status of 
Asiatic lions from "endangered" to 
"critically endangered."

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q4. Regarding the Directorate of Enforcement 
(ED), consider the following statements:

1. The ED is responsible for investigating 
economic crimes and violations of 
foreign exchange laws.

2. The ED operates under the administrative 
control of the Ministry of External Affairs.

3. The ED enforces FEMA (1999), PMLA 
(2002), and FEOA (2018).

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q5. Arrange the following locations from north 
to south:

1. Colombo
2. Male
3. Chagos Archipelago
4. Mauritius

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below. 
a) 1 – 2 – 4 – 3
b) 2 – 1 – 3 – 4
c) 1 – 2 – 3 – 4
d) 1 – 4 – 2 – 3

Answer: c
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