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CONTEXT: As the Delhi High Court functions at 60% of its sanctioned strength, the court in 
an order on April 25, flagged “overflowing dockets” and admitted that it is “unable to 
decide” appeals “within reasonable period of time”.

Background

● Judge Vacancy: Operates at 60% of 
its sanctioned strength (36 sitting 
judges out of 60).

● Population Burden: Less than 1 High 
Court judge per 10 lakh people (0.6 
HC judge per 10 lakh).

● Caseload Pressure: Judges often 
have 80–100 matters daily, many 
remain unheard even after 5 PM.

● Backlog Rising: In March 2025, new 
cases outnumbered disposals, 
especially in criminal and civil writ 
cases.
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Reasons for High Pendency of Cases

● Insufficient Judges : 21 judges/ 
million people (2023), 50 judges/ 
million (Law Commission, 1987). 
(DoJ, 2023)

● Increased Litigation : 77 lakh new 
cases, subordinate courts, with a 
3% yearly increase due to 
population growth and 
socio-economic disputes. 
(Source: NJDG, 2024)

● Lack of Infrastructure
● Overuse of Special Leave 

Petitions (SLPs): Article 136
● Government Litigation
● Inefficient Scheduling
● Adjournment Culture
● Procedural inefficiencies
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What should be done?
● Addressing judicial Vacancies
● Efficient Investigation and 

Prosecution
● Ramping up infrastructure 
● AIJS
● Strict Timeline for Government 

Litigation
● Alternative Dispute Resolution 

mechanism
● Use of technology
● Legislative changes- updating 

obsolete laws.

Mains Practise Question
Question : Judicial delay in India 
continues to be a major obstacle to 
effective justice delivery. Discuss the key 
causes behind this delay and suggest 
some reform to address the problem(10 
Marks, 150 words)



Basics
● Rio Earth Summit
● Subhash Kumar v. State of Bihar 

(1991)

Structure & Composition
● Key Members:

○ Chairperson (appointed by 
Central Govt. in consultation 
with CJI).

○ Judicial Members (10–20) and 
Expert Members (10–20) 
selected by a committee.

● Tenure: Max 5 years or until age 65 
(no reappointment).

● Benches: Principal Bench (New Delhi) 
+ regional benches in Bhopal, Pune, 
Kolkata, Chennai.

Powers & Jurisdiction
● Scope:

○ Adjudicates civil cases under 7 
environmental laws (e.g., Water 
Act 1974, Air Act 1981, Forest Act 
1980).

○ Suo Motu Powers (since 2021) 
to act on environmental 
violations.

● Legal Flexibility:
○ Not bound by CPC 1908 or 

Indian Evidence Act 1872.
○ Follows Principles of Natural 

Justice.
● Key Principles Applied:

○ Sustainable Development
○ Precautionary Principle
○ Polluter Pays Principle

Orders & Appeals
● Orders:

○ Binding decisions, executable as 
civil court decrees.

○ Can award compensation and 
remedial measures.

● Appeals:
○ Tribunal may review its own 

orders.
○ Appeals to Supreme Court 

within 90 days if dissatisfied.

Key Environmental Laws Covered
NGT handles cases under:

1. Water (Prevention & Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1974

2. Water (Prevention & Control of 
Pollution) Cess Act, 1977

3. Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980
4. Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) 

Act, 1981
5. Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
6. Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991
7. Biological Diversity Act, 2002

Significance of NGT
● Fast-Track Justice : Cleared 78% of 

cases (2019-23) within 1 year. (NGT 
Annual Report 2023)

● Specialized Expertise : Judicial + 
Technical Members: Ensures 
science-backed rulings.

● Polluter Pays Principle Enforcement : 
Fined Delhi Govt. ₹25 crore for waste 
mismanagement (2023).

● Suo Motu Powers : Acted against 
Bengaluru lake encroachment (2021).

CONTEXT: 980 trees felled in Greater Noida: In affidavit before NGT, UP official 
says company ‘denied responsibility
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● Global Benchmark : Only 3rd country 
with such a tribunal; resolved 5,000+ 
cases since 2010.

● Binding Orders : Enforced Diesel 
Vehicle Ban in Delhi-NCR (2015), 
reducing PM2.5 by 20%.

● Public Participation : Allowed citizen 
petitions—30% cases filed by 
NGOs/activists.

Issues with NGT

● Case Backlog: Over 10,000 pending 
cases (2024); delays exceed 
6-month resolution mandate. 
(Source: NGT Annual Report 2023)

● Limited Access :  Only five benches 
nationwide; many states lack 
dedicated tribunals.

● Weak Enforcement :  40% of penalties 
unpaid, eroding NGT’s authority.

● Expert Shortage : 30% of expert posts 
vacant; slows decisions on technical 
issues.

● Exclusion of key Environmental Acts
● State Dependency : Delayed 

data/report submissions from state 
authorities hinder progress.

● Low Awareness : Minimal rural 
engagement due to limited public 
outreach.

What should be done?

● Fast-Track Disposal : digital case 
management systems.

● Expand Presence :  circuit benches 
and virtual hearings to improve 
access.

● Strengthen Enforcement : Create a 
recovery mechanism for unpaid 
penalties and ensure follow-up.

● Fill Vacancies : Accelerate 
recruitment of expert members with 
specialized environmental knowledge.

● Enhance Powers : Amend laws to 
grant limited criminal jurisdiction for 
serious violations.

● Improve Coordination  : Mandate 
timelines for state data submission 
and penalize non-compliance.

● Boost Outreach : Launch awareness 
drives and legal aid programs.

Prelims PYQ 2018
How is the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
different from the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB)? 

1. The NGT has been established by an Act 
whereas the CPCB has been created by 
an executive order of the Government.

2. The NGT provides environmental justice 
and helps reduce the burden of litigation 
in the higher courts whereas the CPCB 
promotes cleanliness of streams and 
wells, and aims to improve the quality of 
air in the country.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Mains Practise Question
Question :Despite being a crucial environmental 
adjudicatory body, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
faces several operational and structural challenges. 
Examine these challenges and suggest a way 
forward to enhance its effectiveness in ensuring 
environmental justice in India.(10 Marks, 150 words)

CONTEXT: 980 trees felled in Greater Noida: In affidavit before NGT, UP official 
says company ‘denied responsibility
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Prelims Pointers

● Tapti (Tapi) : second largest 
west-flowing river of Peninsular India.

● Origin : Multai in Madhya Pradesh at 
752 m elevation.

● Flows 724 km before draining into the 
Arabian Sea via the Gulf of Khambhat.

● Covers parts of Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, and Gujarat.

● Basin area is around 65,000 sq. km.

● Bounded by Satpura (N), Mahadev 
Hills (E), Ajanta & Satmala (S), 
Arabian Sea (W).

● Basin has two regions – forested hills 
and fertile plains.

● Khandesh region in Maharashtra 
forms the main fertile plain area.

● Major tributaries:
○ Right bank: Suki, Gomai, 

Arunavati, Aner
○ Left bank: Vaghur, Amravati, 

Buray, Panjhra, Bori, Girna, 
Purna, Mona, Sipna

SYLLABUS: GS Paper 2: Cooperative Federalism
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 9

Tapti River Recharge 
Project
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Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding Judicial Pendency in India:

1. The number of High Court judges per 10 
lakh population is less than 1 in India.

2. The Law Commission (1987) 
recommended increasing the 
judge-to-population ratio to 50 per 
million.

3. There are over 81,000 pending cases in 
the Supreme Court alone.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q2. Regarding the National Green Tribunal 
(NGT), consider the following statements:

1. The Central Government appoints the 
Chairperson of the NGT in consultation 
with the Chief Justice of India.

2. NGT follows the principles laid down in 
the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.

3. It has its principal bench in New Delhi 
along with regional benches in Bhopal, 
Pune, Kolkata, and Chennai.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Tapti (Tapi) River system:

1. The Tapti River originates in Madhya 
Pradesh.

2. Important left bank tributaries include 
Gomai, Suki, and Aner.

3. The Tapti is the largest west-flowing river 
in Peninsular India.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding Cruise Missiles and Ballistic 
Missiles:

1. Cruise missiles use jet or turbojet engines 
and can fly at low altitudes, making them 
hard to detect.

2. Ballistic missiles rely on rocket engines 
for initial thrust and typically follow a 
fixed parabolic trajectory.

3. Cruise missiles are more manoeuvrable 
than ballistic missiles.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d

Q5. Arrange the following Indian Air Force 
ranks in ascending order of seniority:

1. Squadron Leader
2. Wing Commander
3. Air Commodore
4. Air Marshal

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below.
a) 1 - 2 - 3 - 4
b) 2 - 1 - 3 - 4
c) 1 - 3 - 2 - 4
d) 2 - 3 - 1 - 4

Answer: a
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