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Urbanisation 
- Global Phenomenon
- Economic Development

Legal/Institutional frameworks w.r.t. 
Urban Planning & Development

- 74th CAA
- Article 243W
- MoHUA - Nodal Ministry
- Town Planning Acts/Development 
Authorities Act
- Municipalities
- National Building Code 
- Building Bye-laws

Infrastructure Requirements
● Estimated Financial Needs

- ₹70 lakh crore by 2036
- Annual requirement: ₹4.6 lakh 

crore
● Sectoral Allocation

- 50% for basic Urban Services
- 50% for Urban Transport

Current Investment
● ₹1.3 lakh crore - 2018; 27%

Issues: Urban Planning & 
Development
● Unplanned Urban Sprawl - Lack - 

Basic Amenities, Traffic congestions, 
Encroachment of green spaces

● Affordable Housing Shortages - 
Growth of Slums, Social conflicts, High 
economic burden

● Inadequate Infrastructure - Infra 
issues, Increases inequality

● Lack of Public Participation - 
Exclusion of community needs, 
Hampered decision-making & 
Corruption

● Environmental Degradations - 
Traffic congestions, inadequate SWM, 
‘concretisation’



CONTEXT: As summer intensifies, Indian cities are struggling with water 
shortages and rising electricity demand and temperatures.  Are our cities 
prepared for climate extremes and rapid urbanisation?

Are India's Cities 
Future-Ready?

The 
Analyst 
Handout

29th April, 2025

Issues in Urban Financing
● Municipal Finances

- Stagnant Revenue - Municipal revenue - 1% of 
GDP

- Tax Collection Inefficiency - Property tax 
revenue (0.15% of GDP)

- Cost Recovery - Urban services - 20%-50%
● Inefficient Fund Utilization

- Unspent Revenues - 23% of municipal 
revenues - 15th FC

- Scheme Utilization - AMRUT(80%) & SCM (70%) 
● Decline in PPPs

- Funding Decline- PPP investments - ₹8,353 
crore (2012)  to ₹467 crore (2018); weak 
commercial viability

Way forward
● Evidence Based Planning - Data - 

demographics, economic   activities, etc. - 
NSSO

● Master/Strategic Plans - population 
projections - UNFPA 

● Performance Monitoring - K.P.I.s - MoHUA’ ‘Ease 
of Living Index’

● Infusing Transparency - SWC

● Promoting Sustainability - 
Climate Risk assessments, 
Resource Mapping

● Utilising Innovation & 
Technology - Integrated 
data platforms

For Finances
A. Long-term Reforms
● Strengthening Institutional 

Frameworks - Empower 
SFCs

● Expanding Revenue 
Sources - coverage & 
collection efficiency

● Capacity Building 
B. Medium-term Measures
● Develop a Robust Project 

Pipeline - Sustained Private 
Capital

● Leverage DPI - Technology
● Harness Land Value - 

metro and rail projects
C. Short-term Actions
● Efficient Utilization of 

Existing Funds - AMRUT & 
SCM

● Enhancing Cost Recovery

Mains Practise Question
“Sustainable urbanisation is 
critical for India’s economic 
growth, environmental security, 
and social equity.” In this context, 
examine the major challenges to 
sustainable urbanisation in India 
and suggest a multi-pronged 
strategy to address them.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Constitutional Importance of the Deputy 
Speaker

● Mandated - Article 93: "as soon as may be."
● Role - vital for continuity, stability, and balance - 

not merely ce
● Article 94: Deputy Speaker remains until 

resignation, removal, or loss of membership.
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Relevance in Parliamentary Practice

● Speaker - cannot preside 
continuously; Deputy Speaker - 
uninterrupted sessions.

● Can preside over important debates 
and committees.

● Expected to be impartial after 
election, like the Speaker.

● Convention: Offer the Deputy Speaker 
post to the Opposition to maintain 
bipartisan respect (though not legally 
binding).

 Growing Constitutional Vacuum

● Vacant since 2019 (17th Lok Sabha) 
and continues post-2024

● Longest vacancy ever; a 
constitutional anomaly.

● Weakens institutional safeguards, 
centralises power, and risks 
confusion during emergencies

● Disregard - constitutional 
conventions & undermines 
parliamentary norms.

● Denial of the Deputy Speaker role -  
Opposition

 Need for Legislative Reform

● Proposals:
○ Amend constitutional language 

to specify a strict timeline (e.g., 
60 days post first sitting).

○ Introduce a statutory 
mechanism empowering the 
President to initiate election on 
government advice.

● Current ambiguity - unsuitable for a 
healthy democracy.

Mains Practise Question

"The office of the Deputy Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha is a constitutional necessity, not a 
ceremonial formality." In this context, 
discuss the significance of the Deputy 
Speaker and analyse the constitutional, 
procedural, and institutional implications of 
not electing one. 

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Q1. Which of the following statements 
regarding Speaker and Deputy Speaker of Lok 
Sabha is/are correct?

1. The Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha is 
subordinate to the Speaker and can be 
removed by the Speaker unilaterally.

2. Both the Speaker and Deputy Speaker 
are elected by Lok Sabha from among its 
members.

3. When the Speaker is absent, the Deputy 
Speaker exercises all powers of the 
Speaker.

Select the correct answer using the codes 
below.
a) 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 2, and 3 
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. Regarding Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 
Emissions Intensity, consider the following 
statements:

1. A decline in GHG emissions intensity 
always means absolute emissions have 
reduced.

2. India's updated NDC target aims to 
reduce GHG emissions intensity by 45% 
from 2005 levels by 2030.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
NOT correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q3. Regarding Centre-State relations in India, 
consider the following statements: 

1. Parliament can legislate on a State 
subject during a national emergency.

2. The President can entrust Union 
functions to a State Government without 
Parliament’s approval.

3. The Inter-State Council is a constitutional 
body.
How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q4. Regarding the India-Middle East-Europe 
Economic Corridor (IMEC), consider the 
following statements::

1. IMEC is a transcontinental rail and 
shipping corridor connecting India to 
Europe via the Arabian Peninsula.

2. It is an initiative under the G20 Mission 
LiFE.

3. The corridor is envisioned to abolish the 
Suez Canal.

4. Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Jordan are 
among the countries participating in 
IMEC.

How many of the pairs given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All four

Answer: b

Q5. Consider the following statements:
1. The Spratly Islands are located to the 

south of the Paracel Islands.
2. Scarborough Shoal lies west of the 

Philippines.
3. China’s “nine-dashed” line lies to the 

south of the Malay Peninsula.
Which of the statements given above is/are 
NOT correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 only
c) 3 only
d) 2 and 3 only

Answer: c




