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Prelims PYQ 2020
Q. Consider the following statements: 

1. In the case of all cereals, pulses and 
oil-seeds, the procurement at Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) is unlimited in any 
State/UT of India.

2. In the case of cereals and pulses, the 
MSP is fixed in any State/UT at a level to 
which the market price will never rise.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

The Journey of MSP Evolution

● Food Crisis in India in 1960s:
○ 1964- LK Jha Committee - first step - 

Agriculture Policy
○ 1965 : Agriculture Price Commission
○  1965 : M.L. Dantwala- APC Submits 

first report
○  1966 : MSP for Wheat
○  1985 : CACP

Concerns Related to MSP in India

● Limited Scope of MSP : 23 crops
● Concentrated to few farmers : 

Shanta Kumar Committee (2015)- 
Only 6% of farmers actually benefit.

● Skewed Crop Focus : imbalanced 
cropping pattern,  ecological stress.

● Role of Intermediaries : middlemen, 
commission agents, and APMC 
officials.

● Fiscal Burden on Government : 
creates a financial strain

● Lack of Storage Infrastructure :  
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What should be done?

● Gradually expand the list of 
MSP-eligible crops.

● Encourage crop diversification 
beyond rice and wheat.

● Align MSP crops with market 
demand.

● Focus MSP on food security and 
high-impact crops.

● Optimize resource allocation 
through targeted MSP.

● Modernize and expand procurement 
mechanisms.

● Minimize middlemen in the MSP 
distribution chain.

Mains Practice Question

What are the key concerns associated 
with the Minimum Support Price (MSP) 
regime in India? Suggest a 
comprehensive way forward to make it 
more inclusive, efficient, and 
sustainable. (10 Marks, 150 words)
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Importance of Effective border 
management

● Counterterrorism
● Limit Organized Crime
● Suppress Cross-border Insurgency
● Preserve Sovereignty
● Regulate Migration

Challenges in Border Management 
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Way Forward

● Addressing Administrative 
Challenges : G.P. Bhatnagar Comm.

● Addressing Infrastructural 
Bottlenecks

● Technological Integration : 
Biometric Identification, 
Non-Invasive Inspection 

● Enhanced Surveillance: cameras 
and intrusion detectors

● Cross-Border Collaboration: 
Sharing information 

● Border Area Development:.
● Inter Ministerial Collaboration: 

Madhukar Gupta Committee

Mains PYQs
Q.The use of unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs) by our adversaries across the 
borders. to ferry arms / ammunition, drugs, 
etc., is a serious threat to the internal 
security. Comment on the measures being 
taken to tackle this threat. (2023)
Q.What are the maritime security 
challenges in India? Discuss the 
organizational, technical and procedural 
initiatives taken to improve the maritime 
security. (2022)
Q.For effective border area management, 
discuss the steps required to be taken to 
deny local support to militants and also 
suggest ways to manage favourable 
perception among locals. (2020)
Q.Border management is a complex task 
due to difficult terrain and hostile relations 
with some countries. Elucidate the 
challenges and strategies for effective 
border management. (2016)
Q.How illegal transborder migration does 
pose a threat to India’s security? Discuss 
the strategies to curb this, bring out the 
factors which give impetus to such 
migration. (2014)

Q.How far are India’s internal security 
challenges linked with border 
management, particularly in view of the 
long porous borders with most countries of 
South Asia and Myanmar? (2013)

Mains Practice Question

What are the major challenges 
India faces in managing its vast 
and diverse borders, and what 
measures can be taken to 
strengthen border security?

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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Q1. Regarding the Minimum Support Price (MSP) 
in India, consider the following statements:

1. MSP is announced by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare before 
the sowing season of crops.

2. The Commission for Agricultural Costs and 
Prices (CACP) recommends MSPs for both 
Kharif and Rabi crops.

3. MSP is legally binding on private traders to 
procure crops at or above the announced 
price.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q2.  Regarding the land borders of India, 
consider the following statements:

1. India shares its longest land border with 
China.

2. Sikkim shares its borders with Bhutan and 
Nepal but not with Bangladesh.

3. Arunachal Pradesh shares a land border 
with three countries.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None
Answer: b

Q3.  Regarding the World Food Programme 
(WFP), consider the following statements:

1. It is the food assistance branch of the 
United Nations.

2. It was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 
2020.

3. India is a permanent member of its 
Executive Board.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q4. Consider the following statements regarding 
the Black Sea region:

1. Crimea is a peninsula located on the 
northern coast of the Black Sea.

2. The Bosphorus Strait connects the Black 
Sea to the Sea of Marmara.

3. The Bosphorus Strait forms a natural 
boundary between Europe and Asia.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q5. Regarding Ramjet and Scramjet engines, 
consider the following statements:

1. Both Ramjet and Scramjet engines operate 
without any moving parts.

2. Ramjet engines can operate efficiently at 
subsonic speeds.

3. Scramjets are capable of operating at 
hypersonic speeds by allowing supersonic 
airflow through the engine.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b
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